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PREFACE. 


A^HE work now offered to the public is the i: 
of feveral years application, during the aut 
relaxation from his profeffional duties, and 
avocation of his leifure hours. 

An account of the tranfadiions at the cou 
Delhi during an interefting and eventful pe 
and the incidents and occurrences which 
marked the decline of power of the race of Tii 
under the turbulent reign of the ill-fated J 
Aulum, (in all probability the lafl: of that fa 
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XVUl 


PREFACE 


who will lit on the throne of Hindoftaun) cannot, 
it IS prefumed, fail to prove acceptable to a Britilh 
reader 

A long refidence m India has afforded the author 
frequent opportumties of acquirmg much local in- 
formation, and moll of the geographical remarks 
were obtamed by him on the Ipot, while on a fur- 
vey, ordered by the Bengal government, through 
the Doo Ab* and adjacent countries in 179S-4, 
and on a limilar occalion through the provmce of 
Rohilcund in 1795-6 

The perufal of the feveral Perlian manufcnpts 
named in the Appendix, and particularly the Shah 
Aulum Nam eh, (a hillory of tlie reign of the prc- 
fcnt king) written by Gholaum Ah, a learned 


A countiy lying betuixt the nicrs Ganges and Jumna 


PREFACE. 


XIX 


native, afforded the author ample materials for re- 
lating fuch tranfadlions as took place within the 
authority and influence of the court at Delhi; and 
to his friends, on various occafions, he is happy to 
acknowledge his grateful obligations. 

To Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor-geneial 
of the Bombay eflablifliment, Mr. Jolinftone oi 
Lucknow, Major Kirkpatrick, Colonel Palmer, 
and Captain Salkeld, of the Bengal eftablifliment, 
he begs leave to offer his hearty acknowledgements 
for thereadinefs with which they fupplied him with 
a variety of intcrefting documents for tlic prefent 
work. 

Such are the materials from wliich the Hifl:or^ of 

¥ 

the Reign of Shali-Aulum has been compiled; 
confeious, that notwithftanding the pains and care 
which have been beftowed on it to attain perfection, 


XX 


PREFACE 


numerous errors and maccuraaes may have crept 
m, the author trufts that the authenticity of the mat- 
ter it contams, will, m a great meafure, counter- 
balance its defedts, and he therefore cheerfully 
dehvers it to the pubhc, with the diffidence natu- 
rally attendant on a firft attempt in this arduous 
branch of hterature 


LoHBoir, 

Bedford Street, Bedford Square, 
Mareb 15, 1798 
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CHAP. I. 

i 

A Na) fat rue of the puncipal Occurrences and Revolutions of the 
Court of Shahjehan AB AD from the Reign of Mahmud 
Shah. 

In the lafl; year of the reign of Mahmud Shah ( a. d. 1747) Ahmud 
Shah^, the king of the Abdallees, invaded Lahoor, which province he 
claimed by inheritance from Nadir Shah -f, Mahmud Shah fent a 
large army againft him under the command of his fon, Ahmud Shah, 
attended by the vizir Cummer-o’deen Cawn, and his fon, Mohim 

* Ahmud Shah Dooranee, or Abdallee , Shahifliahan, (or King of Kings), 
t By the treaty made between Nadir Shah and Mahmud Shah, the former was to 
poflefs all the countnes lying weft of the nver Attoc, befides the revenues of the pro- 
vinces of Lahoor, Guzzerat, Multan, and Cabul, on the otlier fide, which were to 
be colledled by the officers of the Hmdoftaun court. 

t - i 

B 


a HISTORY OF 

ool Moolk The AbdaDee was -worfled, and obLged to fly to his 
own country Cummer-o’decn being flam in this war, his fon, 
Mohim ool Moolk, was left Subahdar of the provmcc of Lahoor, 
and the prmce returned to Shkhjehanabad On his arrival at Pannee- 
putt*, he received the news of his father’s death, and immediately 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king He conferred the vizirut 
on Munsflr Alice Cawn, the fubahdar of Owd, who conftitutcd 
Gazooddeen Cawn, buxey of^the empire " The new kmg being 
arrived at the city, gave himfelf up to his plcafurcs, leaving the 
affairs of ftate to his vizir, who ruled with abfolute authonty The 
nobles, jealous of his power, and difpleafed with his adminiftration, 
formed a confpiiacy agamfl: him, and rcfolvcd to raifc IntezSmo 
Dowla-f- to the vizanit The kmg, who had great caufe to be 
offended at the conduft of his rninifter towards him, joined in the 
defign The vizir difcovenng the ftorm which was brewing agamfl 
him, determmed to evade it by depofing the king He accordmgly 
furrounded the palace fuddenly with an armed force ; but not bang 
able immediately to effciS his attempt, Gazooddeen Cawn, who was 
the leader of the oppofition, and had already levied a confideiable 
force, had time to come to the king’s refeue A war enfued, iil 
which, after vanous fuccefs, the vizir was at length worfled, and 
retired into the country of the Jauts, who were his fnends Inte- 
zam o’ Dowla was now created vizir m the room of Munfur Alice 
Cawn, anddieadmg, perhaps, the growing influence of Gazooddeen 

• Forty two cote, or 85 milcf, from Shahjehanabad, 

t The youngcfl fon of Cumrocr-o dcca Cawn, and uncle, by the mother 1 fide, to 
Gaiooddccn Cawn 


I 



SHAH-AULUM. 


3 

Cawn, pcifuadcd the king to accept of the mediation of the Jauts 
in favour of Munfiir Alice Cawn, who fued for pardon. This was 
accordingly gianted him, and a khillut, or drefs of honour, with a 
fliookka^, or letter under the privy feal, pardoning his paft offences, 
and confirming him in his fubafliip, was fent to him from the king. 
Gazooddeen Cawn refenting that the king fliOuld take fuch a ffep 
without his concurrence or knowledge, and at a time when he was 
near reaping the fruits of his fucccfles, exafperated at the vizir for 
his ingratitude, and with the Jauts for having interfered, refolved 
upon revenge. Leaving tlie purfuit of Munfur Allee Cawn, he 
invaded the country of the Jauts, and fubdued them intirely except- 
ing only a ftrong fortrefs which they poffelfed in the borders of the 
country adjacent to Acbatabad. As he had no artillery with him, 
and the place could not be taken without it, unlefs by famine, Abdul 
Mejeed Cawn, one of his officers,- was difpatched to Shahjehanabad 
to requeft that the royal artillery might be fent him ; but the vizir 
refufed to part with it, and fliut up all tlie bullocks and elephants 
within the walls of the palace, to prevent their being feizcd by force, 
which was adiually intended. Incenfed as Gazooddeen Cawn was 
at this affront, he was not yet in a fuflicient capacity to refent it. — 
Malhar Row, a Marhatta chief, being at that time in the country of 
the Rajepoots, where he had been employed in reducing their Rajah 
Jeyfing, Gazooddeen Cawn invited him to his alfiffance; which the 
Marhatta inflantly complied with, being (befides the advantages 
which muft naturally accrue to tlie Marhatta power from thefe divi- 
fions) flrongly urged to take the part of Gazooddeen Cawn, from 

\ 

‘ * When fent by any of the princes, it is called Rukaa. 
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the hatred whjch he bore to the Jauts, who had llaln his fon He 
■accordingly joined Gazooddeen Cawn with his forces, and a folemn 
treaty was made between them, Malhar Row fweanng to regard 
Gazooddeen Cawn as his fon, and the latter to look upon the Ma- 
rhatta as his father Every thing bemg concerted between them, 
they began their march towards the capital, and were met in the way 
by the king and mzir, who gave them battle, and were defeated 
The conquerors proceeded to, the city, whither the king and the 
vizir had retired, and had fliut themfelves within the walls of the 
palace with a few followers, their laft, but poor, rcfource The 
chief officers of the city, whom Gazooddeen Cawn’s good fortune 
had made his friends, readdy obeyed an order from him to furround 
the palace tiU his arrival, when he commanded the •wretched king 
to be deprived of his light, and impnfoned together with his 
mmiller A prince of the name of Azeezooddeen, being the next 
in defeent of the race of Timur, -was taken out of the palace, and 
proclaimed king by the title of Aulumghcer the Second, Gazooddeen 
Cawn alTutmng the 'Vizarut This happened about ' the month of 
November 1755 

The new vizir bemg thoroughly ellablilhcd m his authonty, 
Malhar Row returned to his own countiy, leavmg Junkoojee, one 
of his generals, and a con fiderable part of his army, to prevent frelh 
mfurrcdiions, and to colleiS the revenues alfigned as a rccompence 
for his late fervices 

The king, who was raifcd to the throne only as an mftrument of 
Gazooddeen Cawn’s ambition, was kept by him in a Rate of the 
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moll flavilli dcpcndancc, being fiirroiindcd by the vizir’s creatures, 
-and not allowed to Hir out" without his leave. In order to extricate 
himfclf from fuch a confinement, he privately wrote to the Abdallec, 
dcfiring him to come to his alliftancc. Invitations were fent him at 
the fame time by Munfur Alice Cawn, the Jauts, and the Ro- 
hillas. The Abdallec readily embraced an occafion that promifed 
him fuch evident advantages. An accident happened at the fame 
time that greatly favouicd the enterpnze. Mohim ool Moolk, the 
fubahdar of Lahoor, received a fall from his horfe in hunting, 
wdiich put an end to his life. His begum, a lady of great fpirit, 
had intcrcfl enough amongil (he chiefs of the province to procure 
their nomination of her to the fubahdaricc in the place of her dc- 
ccafcd hufband. 

The affairs of the empire w^crc in this Rate, W'hcn the Abdallec 
invaded it. The Marhattas were mailers of the grcatefl part of Hinr 
doflaun ; a nominal king fat on the throne, the adminiflration was 
ufurped by a man who derived his influence and eftablifliment en- 
tirely fiom a foreign powder ; the chiefs of the empire had already 
declared their rcfolution of joining the invader; and Lahoor, the 
key of Hindoftaun, was governed by a w^oman. 

The Abdallce having marched as far as Lahoor, fummoned the 
princefs to furiender ; and upon her refufal, befieged the place. — 
After a very gallant defence, he at length became mailer of the city 
and of the princefs ’s perfon, whom he treated with great refpedl, 
bellowed the highell encomiums on her valour and condu(5l, as well 
as on the virtues of her late hulband ; and adopting her formally as, 
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his daughter, confirmed her m the fubahdairee He left however a 
naib with a fmall force at the city, and proceeded towards Shahje- 
hanabad The vizir unable to cope with fuch an adverfaiy, went 
out with the king and all the nobles, and met the Abdallec at Pan- 
neeputt, from whence he was condudted in great ftate to Shahje- 
hanabad 

As foon as he had entered the citj letters were dilpatched to all 
the Hates of the empire and the vnekeds reCding at the court were 
all fummoned to pay obedience to the King of Kings, and to deliver 
a tribute fmtable to the income of each fevcral province All obeyed 
the fummons excepting the Jauts, againft whom he refolved to turn 
his arms Before he left the city, he removed Gazooddeen Cawn 
from the vizarut; and leaving the king the choice of his own 
trunifiers, that prince tonibtufed his eldeft fon, Aallec Gowher, 
naib of the empire, a port equal m power to the vizanit, but differ- 
ing m the name, m relpedl to the quahty of the poffeffor 

Leaving a garrifon for the defence of the city, and officers to 
colledi the revenues, the Abdallec marched out againft the Jauts, 
who were well prepared for his reception In two engagements 
(probably not general) the Jauts had the better Gazooddeen Cawn, 
who attended the camp under a guard of Naffuckchees, reprefented 
to the Abdallec, that if he would entruft him with the command of 
the van of his army, he would anfwer with his life for the fucccis 
It IS not related what arguments were ufed to perfuade the Abdallec 
to accept of a propofal fccmmgly fo chimencal and dangerous It 
IS faid he confented ; and Gazooddeen Cavvn leading the army, at- 
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tacked the Jauts with fuccefs equal to his promifes. It is certain 
that they weic entirely dcfeatccl, and obliged to fliut themfelves up 
within the ^\a^s of llicir forlrcfs, and tofuc for peace; which, upo 4 
their fuhinifiion, and the payment of a large fum of money, was 
granted The AhJallcc, plcafed witli the bravery and condud: of 
Garooddeen Cawn, icfolvcd to reward his fcrviccs by reftonng 
him to the Mzarut, and WTOte to the king his intention, re- 
quiring him to comply with it. The king unwilling to difplace 
his own fon for the fake of a man -whom he hated and feared, 
rcmonllratcd againfl fuch a proceeding. To remonf late was all he 
could do ; but his haughty patron difdaining an appearance of op- 
polition to his will, immediately fent his NafTuckchces to feizc 
and bring before him the four fons of the king, and feizing the 
cullumdaun^ from Alice Gowher, gave it to Gazoodden Cawn. The 
princes remained with him in the hands of the NafTuckchees. 
About this time news arrived, that the king of Balkh had inVaded 
the territories of the Abdallce. This obliged him to return home. 
Leaving therefore Nejeeb Cawn, the Rohilla, who by his recom- 
mendation had been appointed buxey of the Empire, with the 
charge of colIc6ling his revenues, he departed with his army, and 
an immenfe treafure, the fruits of his great fucccflcs. He had no 
fooncr palled the frontier of Hindoftaun, than Gazooddeen Cawn, 
who now became as abfolute as before, of his own authority dif- 
folved the odicc of colledlor, which the Abdallce had confeired on 
Nejeeb Cawn, and deprived him likcwife of the buxey-gheeree, 
which pof: he conferred on Ahmud Cawn of the Bungelli race. 

’* The ftandith, the badge of the vizarut. 
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Ncjeeb CanTi, upon this quitted the eourt, and retired to his 
govermnent at Seharunpore 

The three youngeft fons of Aullumgheer, who were enlarged upon 
the Abdallce’s departure, returned to the royal palace but ^lUt 
Gowbtr* not chuiing to put himiyf in the power of his profelTed 
enemy, fled to Jedger, his jaghecr, and raifcd forces to defend him- 
felf againft any attempts upon his perfoo The vizir entreated him, 
with profeffions of the greateft attachment, to return 3 and the 
kmg was compelled to fet his hand to the fame mvitation 3 but 
without eficdl At length the vizir foleranly Aveanng upon the 
Koran, to attempt nothing againft his life and perfon, he fub- 
mitted and came back to the city A houfe without the walls of 
the palace was allotted him for his prefent rcCdenLc ; and thcaizir 
frequently folicited him to go and dwell m the palace avith his 
father and the reft of the royal family But the prince, know- 
ing that the \izir fought only to get him mto his power, evaded 
the fiiare by various pretences This artifice failing the vizir 
had recourfc to violence and one morning by day break the prince 
fuddenly found himfclf furrounded by an armed force With the 
few attendants and guards which were about his perfon he ftood 
upon his defence, and repulfed the firft attacks; after which the 
aflailants furrounded the palace, waiting cither frcfh orders, or 
fuccour from the aazir The prince feeing no hopes but in flight, 
found means to gam over Mchdcc Coollcc Cawn who guarded one 
of the aicnucs to his palace, and fighting his way dirough the other 


The prefent Einponr 
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guards, made his efcape out of the city. Eetal Row, a Marhatta 
general, lay encamped on the oppofite banks of the river Jumna. 
To him the prince fled for protedlion, and was Jcmdiy received, 
Eetal Row fwearing by the water of the Ganges not to betray him, 
or deliver him up to the vizir. 


The Marhatta continued faithful to his engagements ; and not- 
withftanding the repeated felicitations of the vizir, kept the prince 
in his camp five dr iix months. 

At length, fearing either a rupture with the vizir, or that he might 

/ 

attempt to furprife the prince whilil he remained fo near, he perfuaded 
him to return to Jedger. The prince faw the neceflity of taking 
fiich a flep, and confented. He was accordingly condudied by a 
flirong olcort from the Marhatta to that country. Heie he continued 
a few months ; but not judging himfelf fafe in luch a lituation, he 
accepted of an invitation from Nejeeb Cawn, and repaired to him 
at Sehaurunpore. Nejeeb Cawn allotted him a monthly income of 
- 50,000 rupees for his expences ; and treated him with all the refped: 
which his birth, and the fimilarity of their fortunes, naturally de- 
manded from him. He had not forgot the injury which he fiiflered 
from Gazooddeen Cawn ; and thought he had now a favourable 
opportunity to refent it. He accordingly fent letters to Seyed Oolla 
Cawn, Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, Doondee Cawn, and the other Ro- 
hilla chiefs, to Rajah Soorujmul, the chief of the Jauts, and Sujaa 
o Dowla ; inviting them to join him in redrefling the caute of the 
injured prince, and freeing the king from the tyranny of the vizirj 
but the dread of the Marhattas obliged them to decline engaging in 


c 
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fo dangerous a feheme Fruftrated m his defigns, and unable to 
maintam the prince any longer, or to proteft him againlt the Mzir, 
who was adlually prepanng to fend a Marhatta army againft him, 
Nejeeb Cawn perfuaded him to feek for refuge with the nabob Shu- 
jaa o Dowla In confequence of this advice, the prince, after a 
twelvemonth’s refidence with Ngeeb Cawn, took leave of him, and 
marched vvnth a flender train to Luenow He was receiv cd bj Shu- 
jaa o Dowla with the greateft honours, and prefented with elephants, 
horfes, tents, and all manner of neceflanes fuitabfe to his Hate, with 
a prefent (a nezeranna) of 3 lacks of rupees The power of the 
vizir v\ as too firmly eftablilhed, and the Marhatta name too formi- 
dable, to admit of the nabob’s affilbng the pnnee openly, unfup- 
ported as he rauft be by any other power To entertain him at his 
court could anfwer no end, and mull neccffarily draw upon himfelf 
the refentment of the vizir AU the fervice he could afford him 
vv'as to fupport him pnvately, and wait a fitter opportunity to aft 
more publickly in his favour The bell expedient, therefore, that 
immediately occurred and which promiled the furcil fuccefs, was 
to attempt the conquell of Bengal All appearances concurred to 
lav our fuch a defign The province of Bahar belonged to him as 
the lawful Subahdar, a prcfcnptive right of the cldell fon of the 
king jaffer Allee Cawn, the Subahdar of Bengal, and adhial 
governor of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onffa, had 
been raifed to that dignity b) the affillance of the Englilh, by whofc 
influence alone he continued to poffefs it His government was 
gcnerall) diUiked His beliaviour had drawn on him the hatred of 
the greatell part of the countg His jematdars moll of whom 
were once his equals, could not brook the diftancc with which they 
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weie now tieated, and were equally obnoxious to him from the little 
refpedt which they put on in their behaviour to him. The Seapoys, 
a numerous rabble, were in arrears even from the pay due to them 
in the time of Serajah Dowla : the Zemindars of both provinces 

were ready for a revolt whenever they could do it with fafety , and 

\ 

had already appeared in arms againft the Nabob in that of Bahar, 
the revenues of which were infufficient to defray its own current 
expences. With thefe advantages a more powerful argument yet 
concurred, which was, the name of the prince, and the veneration 
which the perfon of the heir apparent of the empire naturally drew 
from the fubjedts of fo defpotic a ftate ; and which was now 

heightened by his diftreffes. The conqueft of thofe provinces being 

♦ 

thus enfured, would facilitate the attainment of his grand objedt, 
the freedom of his father, and the fecurity of his own right to the 
fucceffion, by the acquilition of fo great a revenue, the increafe of 
his force, and the influence this fuccefs would give to his name. 

Every thing being concerted for effedling this enterprife, Shujaa 
Dowla aflifl;ed him with a party of his own forces under the com- 
mand of his kinfman, Mahmud Coolly Cawn, the Subahdar of 
Allahabad. The prince folemnly fwore to beflow the vizarut upon 
Shujaa Dowla, whenever he came to the throne, as a reward for his 
loyalty, and departed. 

Towards the concluflon of the year 1758, the piince crofled the 
Currumnafla and entered the province of Bahar ; where he was 

^ A nver which divides the province of Bahar from the Zemindaree of Benares 
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foon joined bj a number of mslecontents, and the diAaaded Sea- 
poys of Jaffcr AUee Cawn The fuccefs of his fiift attempt is too 
well knoum to need a particular relauon Rcpulfed in his attacks 
upon the city of Patna, and not danng to Hand the approach of 
Colonel Chve, rvhofename, and the lapiditj with which he marched 
to meet the prince, already fecmed to denounce his certam defeat, 
he retired with precipitation back to the prormce of Allahabad; 
whither U was deemed, in the then-unfettled lituatton of the Na- 
bob’s afeirs, imprudent to follow him, as a rupture m that cafe 
muft unavoidably have enfued with Shujaa Dowla After this dif- 
appointment, he made a propofal of throwing himfelf i^on the 
proteiftion of the Englilh j which was rejedled He therefore re- 
mained at Mukkunpoor, on the borders of the province of Alla- 
habad, forfaken by moll of his followers, and waiting, without 
any determined plan, for what a better fortune fhould throw in his 
way 

Whdll the prince was putfuing his projedls in Bengal, a flomi 
broke out which threatened to overwhelm his ancient fnend and pro- 
leilor, Nqcdi Cawn, againll whom the vizir fent Junkoojee, the 
Marhatta general, with a large force At the fame time Dettajee 
Toppul, another Marhatta chief, was detached againll Lahoor, which 
he reduced, and drove the Abdallee’s Naib out of the countiy — 
Nejeeb Cawn finding himfelf incapable of any long oppolition 
againll fo formidable an enemy, called his old allies, Sujaa Dowla, 
and the Rohdla chiefs, to his alTillance 1 and at the lame time fo- 
licitcd the Abdallec to return 1 w ho was likewifc invited by (he 
other leaders of the Cune part} 
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Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas. had entered his 
country. He met them, and gained fome inconiiderable advantages 
over them, fufficient however to gain time till he was ftrengthened 
by the jundlion of his friends, who were already on their march 
towards him. junkoojee, fearing left his enemies fliould be too 
powerful for him, and hearing of the arrival of the Abd<illee at 
Lahoor, fent advice to the vizir of his lituation, and delired him 
to come to his alTiflancc. The vizir replied, that he was unable to 
obey the fummons, having no forces with him fufficient to be of 
any fervice, nor money to levy others. Junkoojee immediately fent 
him five lacks, with which the vizir now aflemblcd his people to- 
gether, and prepared to take the field. 


Fearing to leave the king behind him at the city, and fufpe(5ting 
that he had leagued with his enemies, and indended to reftore Inte- 
zamo Dowla in his abfence, he dclired the king to accompany him 
on the expedition, which he refufed j and the vizir in confeqiience 
rcfolved to rid himfclf at once of his fears by putting him to death. 
This bloody refolution being taken, he affeded to be fatisfied with 
the king^s excufes, marched out of the city, and encamped a few 
cofe beyond it ; where he waited the execution of his plot, which 
was ejSeded in the following manner : 


Ballabaffrow, an emiffary of the vizir, went to the king, and in- 
formed him that a fakeer of great fandity had taken up his quarters 
at the tower of Feroz Shah; and partly by perfuafion, and partly by 
force, earned the deluded king to fee him, and in the way caufed 
him to be murdered. The vizir having thus accomplifhed his exe- 
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crable defign, ordered the palace to be plimdtred, and the fons and 
relations of the deceafed monarch to be llripped of all then" jcn els, 
which were converted into money for his urgent nccelhties Mehdee 
CoUec Can n and Coja BulTent n ere left u ith the charge of the kella, 
pr fort The former, by the direiSions of his mailer, took a 
grandfon of Cambuklh, the youngeft fon of Aurengzeeb, out of the 
palace and proclaimed him king, bj the name of Shahjehan the 
Second 


The vizir now proceeded towards Junkoojee and joined him about 
the fame time that Nejeeb Cann’s RohiUa allies nere arrived to his 
affillance , and Nejeeb Can n reached the borders of Nejeeb Cawn’s 
countiy, where he met with a detachment of Marhattas that had 
been fent round to cut off the fupplies of provilions coming to the 
Rohilla camp, and put them to the rout After this he propofed 
an accommodation between the contending parties ; and a negotiation 
enfued, which he contrived to protrad till the Abdallee were ad- 
vanced as near as Panneeputt, when the \iztr was obliged to march 
back with precipitation to present their feizing the city and Shuja 
Don la, who thought his prefence no longer nccc/faiy , returned to 
his province The vizir caufed a llrong entrenchment to be throw n 
acrofs the road leading from Panneeputt to Shahjehinabad and en- 
camped behind it, waiting the approach of tlie cnem) In the mean 
time Dettajee Toppul, whom the Abdallee had latelj dnven from 
Lahoor, was detached with part of the armj to obflrudt the encmj ’s 
march and fell m with the mn, commanded bi Jehan Cawn, bj 
whom lie was attacked, and his armj routed Imnfclf being flam in 
the flight Jehan Cawn continued Ins march, nhilfl the Abdallee, 
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quitting the chrccl load by the advice of Ncjccb,Cawn, turned off to 
the left, in Older to fa\oui the junilion of the Rohillas, who wcic 
Jutlcmng to him thiough the defilc'> of Coonjpoora. Then paffing 
by the MXir, lie fnddenly aiu\cd at the capital, of which he took 
poniiliQii \Mtliouf oppolition. 


The vi7ir, intimidated by this uncApeded drokc, durfl not Rand 
the cnemv, but fled to Akbarabad. The Abd.dlcc leaving Yacoob 
Alice Caun to command m the cit) , and to put a flop to the difor- 
dc'‘s committed (here by his people, piiifucd the vizii and cut to 
pieces many ol the Maihutas and Mogul tioops in then flight — 
Trom Akbirahul the M/ii fled to the Jauts, with whom he had 
made peace a little bclbic the entrance ol the Abdallce. The con- 
quering army continued the puifuit to that cit) , and, taking poflefflon 
of It, halted there. The vizii and Junkoojec font advices of the 
unhappy turn of their aflairs to Malhar Row, and cnticatcd him to 
come to their relief; he inflantly obc^’cd the fummons, and marched 
to them. During this time the Abdallce having icciuitcd his people, 
left Akbaiabad, and advanced towauls the enemy, who declined 
coming to adlion, and fluit themfehes within a flrong foiticfs be- 
longing to the Jauts. 

Notwuthflanding the cxpciflcd union of Malhar Row, the vizir 
faw that he fliould flill be in little capacity of withftanding the 
power of the Abdallce. He, therefore, fent a vackccl to the Ro- 
ll illas to dcflrc their mediation with the Abdallce for obtaining a 
peace ; and if they approved of the motion, that Hafiz Rahmut 
' Cawn might come and fettle the conditions. The Rohillas con- 
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fcnted, and fent Hafiz Rahmut Cawn to the vizir The demands 
of the Abdallee were limited to two Icrore • of rupees, which 
the vizir confented to pay, ofioing to give thirty lacks upon the 
fpot, and alllgiimcnts on the countiy for the remainder At this 
interval Malhar Row arrived, and annulled the treaty Both annies 
therefore prepared to renew the war The vizir continued in the 
fortrefs, and the Marhattas marched out to meet the Abdallee — 
Malhar Row commanded the van of the former, Jehan Cawn led 
on the latter They met the Marhattas, were deflated, and fled to 
Jc3^orc, a country of Rajepoots, governed by Raja Jeyfing, the 
■vizir followed 


The feafon bemg far advanced, and the Abdallccs ufed to a more 
northern dimate, bemg unable to fuflam the fevcrc heats which now 
came on, the army returned to Annooplhehr, a place on the borders 
of Nejeeb Cawn’s temtones, and not far drftant from the capital, 
where quarters were provided for them by Nqecb Cawn, on the 
north-eall fide of the Jumna On their ■way they bcfiiged the fort 
of Sabitgher, and took it 

From Annooplhehr the Abdallee fent his NalTuckchees with letters 
to Alice Gowher and Shuja Dowla, oflenng the throne to the former, 
and the vizarut to the latter They amved firft with Shuja Dowla, 
who difmifled them -with letters of his own to the pnnee, prefling 
him to feizc the occaflon, and return to Hmdoflaun. 


Two mOtioo Ifiiling 
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This prince had, notwithflanding his defeat laft year, thought 
himfelf in a capacity this to renew his attempts upon the piovincc 
of Bahar,* and being invited by Camgar Cawn, the Zemindar of 
Mey, who had lately efcaped fiom impnfonment, and other male- 
contents, advanced as far as SalTeram, when heheaid of his father’s 
tragical end. He immediately caiifed a throne to be made, and 
affumed the impel lal dignity, taking upon him the name of Shah- 
Aulum. He wrote to all the potentates of the empire, requiring 
them to acknowledge his title ; and fent a khillut for the vizarut to 
Shuja Dov/la. That Nabob accepted of the honours conferred upon 
him, ftruck coins m the name of Shah-Aulum, and wrote to the 
Abdallee and the RohiUas in behalf of the new king. 


Soon after the NalTuckchees arrived at the prince’s camp with the 
letters from the Abdallee and Shuja Dowla. He returned a fuitable 
anfwei to the former j and to the latter he replied, that after the re- 
dud;ion of Bahar and Bengal, he would return to take polTefTion of 
the throne ; but that he would never depart till he had vv iped oif the 
difgrace which his honour had fulFered in thofe provinces. 

Shuja Dowla, who waited only to learn the prince’s rcfolutions, 
as foon as he had received his anfwer, left him to profecute his de- 
ligns on Bengal, and fet out with his forces for the camp of the 
Abdallee, who had fent him repeated fummons to attend him. As 
foon as he w’as near Annoopfliehr, the Abdallee fent forwards his 
own vizir to meet him, and bring him in ftate to the camp; where 
he was received as the vizir of the new king, and prefented in per- 
fon With a. kliillut for that purpofe. 


D 
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Mallmr Row, after his defeat, had wntten to Ballajce, reprefcnting 
the neceffity of his coming hunfelf in perfon, or fending a large 
army to retneve the Marhatta power in Hmdoftaun Bahajee was 
then at war with Salabut Jung, the fubahdar of Deccan, whom he 
had reduced to great diftrefs But upon the news of Malhar’S iJl 
fuccefs, he accepted of a compoCtion from Salabut Jung, who ceded 
to him a confiderable part of the province of Aurungabad , and a 
peace was concluded between them 


BaUajee being now at liberty to purfuc the war with greater vigor 
in Hindolbum, railed a call army of 100,000 men, and fent it 
under the command of his own fon, BiffwalTrow His illegitimate 
brother, Shemiheer Bahader, Sedalhcwrow, Ibralieem Caivn Gar- 
dee, Antajee Mankefer, Appajee, Jeyajee, and Rogojee, were the 
principal men that attended Biffivallrow They proceeded diredlly 
to the country of the Jauts, and were met by the vizir, Malhar, and 
the Jauts, on the banks of the nver Beea The river Jumna, which 
lay between the two armies, bemg fwelled to a great height by tlic 
rams, they were obliged on each fide to remam inaftive 

During this interval BilTwalfrow propofed to the Abdallee a peace 
upon the fame conditions which were formerly made with Nadir 
Shah The Abdallee rejedled thele offers widi difdain, and on his 
part demanded that the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully ftiled the 
Zemindars of Deccan, fliould return to their own tcmtoncs, nor 
advance beyond the river Nerbudda, which was to be the boundary 
of their jurifdidlion tliat his own power Ihould extend as far as 
I’lnnccputt and Carnal and that the reienucs of the empire Ihould 
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be coHedled by the officers of the crown, who ffiould duly pay the 
Marhattas their chout; m the colle( 51 :ion of which the Marhattas 
ffiould have no concern. As neither fide would recede from their 
own conditions, the negotiations had no other effect than to take up 
the time which they could not make ufe of to a better advantage. 

I 

The city of Shahjehanabad was ftill in the hands of Yacoob 
Allee Cawn, the governor left in it by the Abdallee with only aooo 
men, of which about 500 were Abdallees. Biffwaffirow no fooner 
learnt the weak ftate of the garrifon, than he bef eged the city, of 
which he foon became mafter, and difmilled Yacoob Allee Cawn, 
without any other injury than Gripping him and his people of their 
effedls. He was no fooner mafter of the city, than he difpoffiefled 
all the officers appointed by the vizir, and treated him with fo much 
negled:, that he left the army in difguft, and encamped with a few 
followers at Carna-pahree, about two cofe from the Marhatta 
camp. 

. It IS probable that at this time they had entered into private en- 
gagements with Shuja Dowla, to acknowledge him vizir. He 
arrived ffiortly after at the camp of the Abdallee ; who, by the ad- 
vice of the RohiUas, lent him to the Marhattas with freffi propofals 
of peace ; and the Jauts were defired to a6t as mediators. He was 
received in the charadler of wizir, and with marks of friendffiip, by 
Biffwaffirow j who immediately difmiffed Rajah Dileer Smg, Gaz- 
ooddeen Cawn^s vackeel, from his prefence and from the camp. — 
Gazooddecn Cawn being thus rejedled by all parties, and deprived 
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of all hopes of ledrefs, retired into theicoimtiy of the Jauts, tvho 
afforded him a fubliftence 


The particulars of the negotiation earned on by Shuja Don la arc 
not well hnown Two months were confumed m vanous con- 
ferences, without any nearer profped of peace It appears, however, 
that he was not altogether idle, from what paFcd during this interval 
Each of the powers that lided with the Abdallec were guided by 
their own feparate intercfts In one thing they all concurred, which 
was an univerfal enmity to Gazooddeen Cawn Befidcs this, Sbuja 
Dowla had other material points m view, the fuccefs of the caufe in 
which he had engaged with the pnnee Alice Gowher, and his own 
confirmation in the vizarut Gazooddeen Cawn was already re- 
moved The prince s title was pubhely acknowledged by the Ab- 
dallee nothing was wanting to cflablilh his authonty but the con- 
currence of the Marhattas To obtain this feems to have been the 
bufinefs of Shuja Dowla’s private conferences with the Marhattas 
The refult was, that BilTwaflrow declared Alice Gowher king, and 
placed his fon on the koorfee *, as regent of the empire, during his 
father’s abfcncc One condition on wluch this appointment was 
made, was a prefent of five lacks to Bilfwalfrow , for which tlie 
mother of the young pnnee gave her jewels in pledge to tlie Ma. 
rhattas This Hep could not but alarm the Abdallce, who was in- 
cenfed agamft Shuja Dow la as tlie promoter of it Another cir- 
cumftance which liappcncd prclentlj after, ferved to add to his 
fufpicion of Shuja Dowla Coonjpoora is a llrong fortified citj 
belonging to the RohiUas, fituated about feven days joumej to the 
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nortli-ucfl of Shabjchanabad. Abdoofliimmut Cawn, the Phoj- 
dar of Pannccputt, redded licrc on the part of the Abdallee, and 
Ivootub C.iwn on that of the Rohillas. The Maihaitas marched, 
againfl this place, intending to bedege it, and weie met by Abdoof- 
fumniut Cawn, and Kooiub Cawn, who gave them battle, but 
were defeated , and retreated to the city. The Marhattas, without 
allowing them time to recover fiom the cffcdls of their defeat, en- 
tered the place by ftonn, and put the garnfon and inhabitants to the 
fword, and became mailers of the city, wherein was found an im- 
menfe booty. Tlic two chiefs were taken prifoncis, and fent to 
BilfwadTrows who dew Abdooffummut Cawn, and impiifoned the 
Rohilla. The Abdallee no fooncr heard of this lofs, than he flew 
into the mofl violent rage. The river which w'as /lill verj^ high 
preventing him from attacking his enemies, he vented his refent- 
ment on Shuja Dovvla, whom he accufed as a traitor and an incen- 
diary, and commanded him to depart from his army. By the m- 
tcrccdion of the Rohillas, he was foon prevailed upon to pardon and 
rccalllum; but as his fldclity vvas flill fufpe( 5 lcd, he would not fuf- 
fer him to encamp within his lines. The lofs of a place of fo 
much confequence, and the mortification of feeing his enemy carry 
on his fucccflcs with impunity, determined him upon immediate 
revenge. He mounted his elephant, and rode diredly into the 
river, rcfolvcd to difcover if poflible feme part where it was ford- 
able j but the w’ater, wherever he attempted a paflage, rofe higher 
than the elevated trunk of the elephant. Impatient of longer delay, 
he commanded his army to follow him, and puflimg into the midfl: 
of the flream, he fwam over to the oppofite bank. His troops, 
animated by the example of their leader, did the fame, and in a few 



HISTORY OF 


22 HISTORY OF [a c 1761 

hours the whole army was fafelj landed on the other fide of the 
n\er, urth scry little lofs, which fell chiefly to the lliare of Shuja 
Dow la 


As foon-as he had ranged his forces in order, he marched wnthout 
delay to the capital hoping to Icize it before the Marhattas could 
arrive to its relief, but he found it fo well gamfoncd, that, having 
no artillery, he was obliged to deCfl from the attempt, and turn his 
attention towards BilTwalTrow, who was advancing towtirds him 
They met, and the Marhattas were defeated It does not appear 
that this engagement was very decifire Some accounts even mahe 
It terminate in favour of the Marhattas 1 but this is hardly probable 
From this period nothing of conlcqucnce happened tDl the beginning 
of January Both armies continued in their encampment The 
Abdallee at Schaleh, four cofe eafl: of Panneeputt, and the Marhattas 
at Segher, clofe to Panneeputt About the month of December a 
remforcement of i^.ooo men jomed the Abdallcc, and the Marhat- 
tas received a fupply of treafure, faid to be thirty-feven lacks, con- 
duded by an cfcort of 8,000 men from Deccan The Marhattas 
were now fo much inferior to the Abdallee and his allies, that they 
durfl: not ftir from then camp, but kept tliemfelves confined tvithm 
a flrong entrenchment j whilft the Abdallee remained mailer of the 
coimtn round them, and cut off all their fupplies of provifions 

Deled Cawn Rohilla, the Zemindar of Coonjpoora, the capital 
of which flill remamed in poffeffion of the Marhattas, marched into 
that country, and facked all the villages, from whence the enemy 
might rcceite any fupplies j whilfl other detaclimcnts committed the 
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like ravages in other parts; the Marhattas all the time lying inadlive, 
nor daring to oppofe them. They were at length reduced to the 
greatcft freights j their provifion was w'holly confumed, and the 
people and cattle daily wafting away by famine. In this diftrefs, 
which every day rendeied more deplorable, Biftwaftfow aftembled 
the chiefs, and it was unanimoufly refolved to truft to the dcfperate 
hazard of a battle, rather than thus to perifti by hunger. This being 
determined on, the whole army marched out of the entrendiments, 
and on the morning of the 1 4th of January, advanced towards the. 
enemy. They were now within two cofe of the camp, of the 
Abdallee, when he marched out to receive them. When both 
armies came in light of each other, they cannonaded one another 
till towards noon, when they came to dole engagement with their 
battle-axes. The fight was maintained with great obftinacy, and 
various fuccefs, till towards the clofe of the day, when the advan- 
tage feemed to be on the fide of the Marhattas, who had penetrated 
even to the Abdallee ’s camp. At this jundture, a body of Fackeers 
in the fervice of Shuja Dowla ruflied in amongft the foremoft of the 
Marhattas with fuch intrepidity and fuccefs, as gave a turn to the 
battle. The Marhattas, unable to withftand fo fierce a conflidl, gave 
back. The affailants purfued their fuccefs, and foon after the rout 
became univerfal. Many thoufands of the Marhattas were flam in 
the fight, and in the purfuit, which was continued the next day j 
and the reft, difperfed about the country, were maftacred and plun- 
dered by the Zemindars, or efcaped and joined by degrees their 
feveral commanders. Shemfheer Bahader, and Ibraheem Cawn 
Gardee, with moft of his people, being on foot, were flam. She- 
dafhewrow, the principal officer under Biftwaftfow, poifoned his 
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women to prevent tlieir faUmg into the hands of the conqueror, and 
fled towards Namonl m the road to Deccan Bifl'wa(&ow, Mal- 
har Row, Junkojee and other chiefs of note, are faid to have been 
amongft the ilain > but this is not certain All accounts concur in 
reprefenting the Abdallee’s vnlloty as complete Shuja Doiila, to 
whofc bravery and conduit the fuccefs was chiefly owing, was 
honoured by the Abdallee with moll fignal marks of his approba- 
tion That monarch embraced him after the battle, ftded him in 
form his fon, and caufed the viitorj to be proclaimed and regillercd 
in his name On the i6th of January by the command of the 
Abdallee, proper officers ticre fent by Shuja Dowla and Nejeeb 
Cawn to take pofleflion of the Marhatta Camp at Segher, and to 
take an account of the plunder, ithich avas ma’aluable, confiflrmg 
of the whole artillery, tents, elephants, horfes, camels, and other 
cattle and baggage, with a vail treafiirc 


Naroo Sankcr, the Marhatta governor of Shahjehanabad, fled the 
da) after -the aiftion towards Akbarabad, with all his cffc<9:s and 
treafurej the latter of which mud have been \ery confiderable, as 
his government had been a continued feene of rapine and extortion 
It is faid, tliat ho was flopped m the way by onter of Soorujmul 
the Jaiit, flripped of all his ill gotten wealth, and left to purfuc his 
joumc) m equal diflrefs and terror to Akbarabad The next day , 
a detachment fent by Shuja Dowla entered the cit) , and took pof- 
felliou of the place and Jclian Cawn the former Subahdar who 
had gamed the aficcflions of the people by his moderate and juft 
admimftnition, was capeSed there ftiortly in the fame capacitj On 
the i6th, Mirza Bawber, die fon of Alice Gowher, rode out. 
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attended bj his court, to vifit the Abdallee, and congratulate him 
on his vidiory. 


It will be propel now to take a lliort Iketch of the afiaiis of Ben- 
gal. The prince affembled an immcnfe army, defeated Rajah Ram- 
marain, who then commanded the forces of Jaffer Ally Cawn in 
Bahar; but was foon after attacked and woifted by the young Nabob 
and Major Caillaud. By the advice of Camgar Cawn, he fuddenly 
palled by the young Nabob, and entered the province of Bengal by 
the paBes of the mountains; but was fo clofely purfued, that de- 
fpainng of fuccefs, he returned by the fame road, and without 
loling time laid clofe liege to Patna, which was gallantly defended 
by the Englilh garrifon, till the arrival of Captain Knox with a 
detachment of Europeans and Seapoys, who relieved it. The prince 
immediately raifed the liege and retired to Tekarree, where he paf- 
fed the rams. The young Nabob and Major Caillaud arrived foon 
after. Sometime was fpent in the purfuit of Khaudim HulTein 
Cawn, Naib of Purnca, who had lided with the prince. But the 
campaign was put an end to fooner than was intended by the fiidden 
death of the young Nabob who was Bruck by lightening. The 
troops took up their quarters in Patna. In the month of October 
the Nabob Jaffer Ally Cawn religned his government to his fon-m- 
law ColBm Ally Cawn, and retired to Calcutta. 

After the rains the two armies again took the field. A treaty of 
peace was fet on foot; but broke off through the means of Camgar 
Cawn. At length. Major Camac, who commanded the Englilh 
forces, marched againft the prince on the 15th of January, and 

E 
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attacked and beat htm, taking M Law and the French party pn- 
foners He purfued the pnnee very dofely for feme days, tdl the 
latter found himfdf fo ftreightcned, that he offered to throw himfclf 
upon the proteftion of the Enghfh, which v/zs accepted 1 and on 
the 8th of January he jomed the Englilh camp, and proceeded with 
them to Patna 

The province of Allahabad, induding the diftrid of Corah, 
elhmated at the yearly revenue of twenty-two lacks of rupees, was 
afligned him m guarantee by the Company , and, m addition, to 
render his ellabhfliment fplendid, the Britilh governor, m behalf of 
the Company, agreed to pay into his majefly’s treafury the annual 
fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees from the revenues of Bengal — 
In return for thefe conceflions, Sbah-Aulum direded a firmaun to be 
made out, conlhtuting the Enghfh Eaft-India Company perpetual 
Dewaun of the nch and fertile provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Onffa, affording a revenue of three millions llerling 

The city of Allahabad was feleded for his majefly’s refidcncc, 
where he kept his court in great Iplendour 

The provifion thus made for Shah-Aulum was certainly ample, 
and the terms didated by a fpint of confiflent hbeiahty 

Surrounded by his moft faithful Icrvants, in the bofom of his 
family and under the generous fafeguard of the Bntifh nation, had 
Shah-Aulum propcrl) appreciated Ins fituation, he might no doubt 
hatx paffed the remamder of his days m trancpuilLty and comfort 
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It would appear, however, that this prince’s difpoiition and 
capacity has been imperfedbly underftood by his contemporaries. — ■ 
The early part of his life had been active and enterprifing ; and his 
condud; in extricating himfelf from the violence of Gazooddeen 
exhibited a Ipint of great gallantry and energy of mind. But 
weak, effeminate, and irrefolute, he fuffered himfelf to be wholly 
ruled by the will of others. Though apparently fatisfied in his ex- 
terior behaviour, Shah-Aulum, even fiom the moment of his fettle- 
ment at Allahabad, fighed m fecret for the pleafures of the capital, 
and was ambitious of re-afcending the throne of his anceftors; under 
this impreffion, he unhappily fullered himfelf to be buoyed up by 
the promifes of the Marhatta chiefs, and by the unworthy advice 
of his own counfellors, who, big with the hope of ruling with un- 
controlled fway, urged their fovereign to throw off this dependance 
on the Englifli, alfert his own rights, and march to Delhi. 


Accordingly, after an unquiet refidence of five years at Allahabad, 
the emperor ventured on an ill-judged rafh experiment, which -proved 
a fource of inceffant misfortune to himfelf and family ; and which 
the woeful experience of twenty-fix years of anxiety, forrow, and 
trouble, has but too fatally demonfixated. 


Not, however, to anticipate the feries of events detailed in the 
following volume, we proceed to relate the particular circumEances 
that gave rife to this extraordinary refolution of Shah-Aulum 

* As ample details of the tranfadlions, from the deceafe of Mahmud Shah until 
1765, have been given by Colonel Dow and Captain Jonathan Scott, the author has 
deemed it eligible to treat of thofe events with brevity. 
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CHAP II 

Shah-Auhtm reftdts a/ A llahabad — Nejbeb Al Dowlah 
at Delhi — SuccinB Account of the Marhattas — The 
Marhattas invite the King to return to Delhi — Negotia- 
tions — King felt out — Arrival at Delhi 

SHAH-AULUM, thus eligibly lituated, in the bofom of his 
family, and furrounded by fomc of his moft faithful fcrvants, might 
now have fecurcd himfclf a fafc and honourable afylum for the re- 
mainder of his daysi But it was the misfortune of this prince to 
be fwayed by the counfcls of defigning perfons, who, on the kmg’s 
return to his capital, forefaw a renewal of thcu: own confequence, 
and an opportunity afforded for the gratification of their ambitious 
views 

Buoyed up by the flattering profped of afcendmg the throne of 
Timour, and enjoying the luxuiy and fplendour of the capital Shah- 
Aulum was pcrfuaded to liften to the otcrtures which, about this 
time, were made him by the Marliatta nation The power of this 
nation, though flowly recovering from the effefls of the fatal defeat 
at Panneeputt, was ftill formidable Their dominions, in 1770, 
were bounded on the well by the country of the Rathore Rajpoots r 
and to fouth well, including the fertile province of Guzerat, ex- 
tended to the Indian ocean Their eallem confine touched the ex- 
trcmity of Baharand the Cuttack prmince, bounded on lliat fide bj 
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the Soobanreeka . On the north by the Chumbul, a large and 
niajeftic river which nfes in the centrical parts of the Rathore moun- 
tains, and, after traverfing fome of the moft fertile parts of Hin- 
doflaun, difcharges itfelf into the Jumna on the confines of Binde. 

Within this widely-extended circuit were included the ancient 

t 

kingdoms of Baglana and Beejapore, acquired by the valour of 
Sevajee, founder of the empire, the provinces of Berar and Bundel- 
cund, Malwah, Cundeifli, and Guzurat. 

t 

Poonah, a large and opulent, but unfortified, city, diflant 100 
miles north of Bombay, is the prefent capital of the Marhatta 
nation. 

In the latter years of the reign of Shah Jehan, Sewajee, a noble 
Marhatta, who drew his lineage from the ancient fovereigns of 
Deccan, laid the foundation of his country’s grandeur. Through a 
feries of bold operations, attended by uncommon fuccefs, he baffled 
every attempt of the great Aurengzeeb to deprefs his power; and, 
during the reign of that prince, he enlarged and extended his ter- 
ritory ; and died in the plenitude of his power and fo vereign fway 
over fome of the richeft provinces in Deccan J*. His fon and fuc- 
cefTor, Sambajee, was weak and diffolute ; but Rajah Sahoo, the 

* A nver which divides Bengal from tlie Cuttack province. 

t In this brief detail of the Marhaj;ta ftates, the author has principally followed die 
mterefting reports of the feledl committee of the houfe of commons on the firll: and 
fecond Marhatta wars. Mr. Orme’s valuable hiftorical fragments have alfo been coa- 
fulted occafionally. 
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third of the farndy, enjoyed a long and fuccefsful reign Under 
his aufpices the Marhatta leaders, ilTuing from their llrong holds in 
the mountains, defcendcd into the plams of Hindoftaun ; ahd by a 
fuccellion of rapid and brilliant vidloncs, overwhelmed the tottering 
fabnc of the Mogul power, and Ihook the throne of Tiraoor to its 
foundations 

On the death of Sahoo, the authonty of Serajec’s family fiift ex- 
hibited fymptoms of decline The great lords of the empire took 
advantage of the lituation of an infant fovercign / and, alTuming an 
mdependant authonty, creifled the famous office of Pmjbwab, or 
Diredlor-general of the afiairs of the empire which, m time, em- 
braced evciy department of the Hate, and totally eclipfed the in- 
fluence of the royal family 

Bajerow Balajee, the firll Pailhwah, was a man of great abilities 
To the braveiy of an intrepid foldier and Ikilful general, he added 
political fagacityi and after a long and fuccefsful admimlbation, 
had the lingular good fortune to tranfmit his authonty ummpaired, 
and his influence undiminillicd, to his family and defendants 

A fuccellion of Pailliwahs after Bajerow continued to direft the 
affairs of the Marhatta Hate, until the middle of the prefent centuiy 
Dunng this penod the rcpiefentativc of the royal bne of Sevajee, 
immured withm the fortrofs of Sittarah, exhibited only the pageant 
of a fovercign The idle ceremony of mvefling cacli fucceffive 
Pailliwah in his office, the only aft of royalty uhich he was per- 
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mittcd to exercifc, fervcd but to render him an objedl of pity and 
degradation in the eyes of the princes of Hindoftaun. 

The great Jaghccrdais, or hereditary landholdeis, among the 
Maihattas, poflelled on their own eflatcs a kind of fovereign au- 
thority ; and the terms by which they held their domains bore 
finking hmilarity to the ancient feudal fyllcm of many countries in 
Europe. 

In times of \\ar, indeed, when the public exigencies of the Hate 
required, thefc chiefs nere obliged not only to fumifli their quota 
toward the gcneial flock, but alfo to appear in the field at the head 
of their followers, to defend the great banner of the empire. M^hen 
the time of that fcrvice expired, they returned to their Jagheers what 
they enjoyed in perpetuity, converting the revenues folely to their 
own ufe- Nor v ould they, though frequently called upon by the 
Paifliwah’s miniflers, confent to any diminution therein. 

Confcious of their own flrength and internal refources, thefe- 
hardy chiefs 'n ere fatisfied with paying a nominal allegiance to the 
commands of the Paifhwah ; and as they increafed in numbers be- 
came more daring, till at length they threw off the yoke ; and the 
energy and adlivity which the firfl Paifliwahs had difplayed ceafing, 
^he Jagheerdars eftablifhed themfelves in independance of the cour^ 
of Poonah. 

This fo far reduced the influence of the Paifhwah family as to- 
give the Marhatta hation the appearance of a great military repubhe?, 
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imitcd by general intcrells, but divided and diftuia in the operaUon 
of its vanous exccutne brandies, in which lltuation it remains to 
the prefent da) At the penod now commemorating, Madhoo 
Row Nerram held the office of Paifhwah at the court of Poonah 
By an early application to bufinefs, he contrived to uphold his 
authority againft the mtrigues of his numerous enemies, and to ren- 
der his authorit) rcfpedled 

On the other hand, three powerful families in the ifcitc were 
fecretly endeavouring to undermine the authority of the PaifhWah, 
and ercdl their own on its rum i The family of Bhonfelali, 
rulers of the provmcc of Berar, which they hdd in jaghire from 
Rajah Sahoo Moodajee Bhonfelah at this time ruled over that 
provmce, and is well known to the Britilh nation Alhed by blood 
to the royal fanuly of Sevajee, this chief was conCdercd with the 
higheft jefped by the whole Marhatta nation j and having ella- 
bh/hed his authority on a found balls, he is looked up to by all 
parties as a proper counterpoife to the influence and over-wcening 
ambition of the court of Poonah 3 Pillagee Guicawar, or the 
herdfman, whofc anceftors wrellcd from the Mogul Furrok Seer 
aU the country at the foot of the Balah Ghaut mountams, and from 
Ahumudabad, the capital of Guzzerat, to tlie port of Damaun on 
the coafl of Conkan This family (whofe jaghire was hkewife a 
grant from Rajah Sahoo) formed an alliance with the Bntifh go- 
vernment during the fecond Marhatta war* 3 Tookajee Holkar 
and Madhajee Smdia, who jomdy fliarcd the Malwah province 


See report! of the fclcfl committee, fic 
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The Mailiatta foice when united might amount to 150,000 men, 
the major pait of which being horfemen, were accuftomed to a de- 
fultory and predatoiy mode of warfare, entirely deftitute of fcience 
or difcipline, but formidable from their numbers' and energetick 
method of attack. The Marhattas fhen, as aheady remark- 

M 

ed, having recovered in a gicat meafure the fliock fuflained 
in then late defeat, appeared leady to lenew their efforts, and mter- 
pofe in the tranfacflions of the court of Delhi, Three chiefs of note, 
Tookajee, Sindiah, and Befagee, had foi fome time pafl; taken a 
favourable pofition with a laige foice to the northward of the river - 
Chumbul, m the vicinity of the town of Futtah Pore Nujeeb A 1 
Dowla, who had been placed at the head of the adminiffration at 
Dellii, continued in that fituation with great credit to himfelf and 
benefit to the Fate. An able politician, a valorous foldier, and 
pleafant and affable in his manners and demeanour, he gained the 
confidence of the Delhians, and his influence was found fuflicient to 
uphold the royal authority in the fmall portion of authority which it 
ffill retained. Nujeeb A 1 Dowla, who was equally defirous with 
the king’s friends for his majefly to return to Delhi, readily entered 
into the views of the Marhattas on that head. He had moreover a 
more forcible argument to infpire him with that refolution The 
Jauts, who, notwithflianding their late difafter in the lofs of Sooruj 
Mull, their favourite c-hief, had made head again under his fon and 
» fucceffor, Jowaher Sing, and threatened Delhi with the horrors of a 
fiege. In this critical fituation, the miniffer entered into an alliance 
with the Marhatta leaders, and m concert with them, invited Shah- 
Aulum to return to his capital. The Marhattas who had an army 
confifting of 30,000 horfe, 'if fincere in their profeflions of 
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meliorating the lung’s lituation, certainly poflcflcd the means, totally 
independent either of the Bntilh or any other nation in Hmdoftaun 
But It cannot be denied that their chief aim m unipng -with the mi- 
nifter, and a concurrence with the king’s mclmations, were not dic- 
tated by a generous regard for his mteiells, but mtirely with a view 
to their Own aggrandifcmcnt 


They etpedled when Shah-Aulum, through their allilhmce, fhould 
be eftablilhed at Delhi, the whole management of afikirs would be 
placed m their hands, and were determined that neither Nujeeb A 1 
Dowla nor any other mindler fliould poflefs influence in the ftatc 
This mtcntion, indeed, appealed manifcfl: throughout the negocia- 
tions , conformably to the charaiSenfhc policy of their nation, they 
mftrufted theit agent to announce to the king the reward they ex- 
pefted for their interference, in the prefent critical ftate of a&irs, 
and made a previous, though fecret, ftipulation fpr a ceffion of the- 
provmccs of Corali and Allahabad to be deIn ered over to them for ever 

To thefe demands, however exorbitant, Shah-Aulum, impatient 
of Ills confinement at Allahabad and eager to fet out on his in- 
tended journey, yielded a ready allcnt Nujeeb Al Dowla, when he 
wrote at this time to the king, recapitulated the circumftances that 
led to the prefent offers of the Morhalla leaders, and eameftl} pref- 
fed the ncceflity of his fpeedy appearance at the capital “ By 
“ this llcp,” find he^ ‘ the dcCgns of your enemies iviU be fruf- 
“ trated and the rebels pumfhed and I fliall have the Cngular 
" fatisfaflion of feeing your majellj , before Idle, featedon the throne 
“ of your illuftrious anceftors, and reftored to imperial authority ” 
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A few days after writing the above letter, this able minifter, at an 
advanced age, having laboured under a complication of diforders, 
expired, to the great detriment of the king’s interells, and the 
general regret of the inhabitants of Delhi, who ftili continue to 
fpeak of his adminiffration in terms of refpedtful gratitude. This 
occurrence, however untoward, made no alteration in the plan 
laid down; on the contrary, the king appeared more eager than be- 
fore to commence his expedition ; and notwithftanding the falutary 
advice of the Englilh government, the intreaties of the vizir, or the 
remonftrances of fuch of his fervants who were attached to his real 


interefts, he perlilled in his defign. 


Previous to Shah-Aulum’s departure, his mimfler, Muneer A1 
Dowlah, who had already made two journeys into Deccan to concert 
. meafures with the Marhatta chiefs, was now for the lah time fent 
by the king to Calcutta to demand the approbation of the Britilh 
government on his intended movement. But here he met with a 
politive refufal;} convinced of the imprudence of the flep his majehy 
was about to take, the council ftrongly remonflrated againlt it; 
they told Muneer A1 Dowlah that the king was throwing away the 
fubftance to grafp a fhadow, and facnficing his folid and fubhantial 
interefts to the vain and idle gratification of refiding in the imperial 
palace; they warned him againft the impolicy of placing confidence 
in the Marhattas, the very people whofe perfidious condud: and in- 
' fatiable ambition had already proved fo fatal to many of his auguft 
family. They finally predicted that the prefent meafure was equally 
dangerous and deftrudive to his real benefit, as it would undoubtedly 
hereafter prove diftrefting to his recollection. With thefe fenti- 
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ments, certainly honourable to themfeltes, the council of Calcutta 
difniiflcd Muncer A 1 Dowlali But though the Britifh government' 
dechned to fandbon the king’s departure from their protedbon, tliey 
permitted him to retain in bis fenicc fome battalions of Seapoys 
which had been trained and difciplmcd after the European method, 
having firft, however, withdrawn their own officers With thefc 
and other aids particularly a laige fupply from the vizir, und the 
exertions of the Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in the 
fpruig of lyyi to aflemble an army of about 16,000 men At his 
departure, Shiija A] Dowla the vizir prefented a magnificent paiffi- 
cuffi or offering, w ith four lacks of rupees m fpccic He hkewife, 
m concert with the commander m chief of tlie Bntiffi forces ac- 
companied his majelly to the frontiers of the Corah provmce when 
having again renewed their foliatations to detain the king, buo 
without efieiS, they took their leave 


On the road, intelligence was received of the death of Ahmud 
Khan Bungciffi, the Nawaub of Furookhabad on which the army 
halted, and a meffage was fent by the king’s mmifters to the guar- 
dians of the infant Nawaub, Muzuffur Jung, to demand the arrears 
due as paifficulh to the ray's! treafury for fevcral y ears 


This adbon confidermg the unprotedted ftatc of the young Na- 
vvaub, was confidcred as oppreffive and unjufi: but it was vehe- 
mently defended by the mmifters on the prinaple of lus mayefty ’s 
want of ability to enforce his right until the prefent penod 


Haftam A 1 Dowlah and other noblemen had a conference with 
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the guardians of the young Nawaub ^ at which it was agreed that 
paiilicuili of four lacks of lupees fhould be given on the pait of 
Muzuffi.11 Jung j for which he was honoured by his majefiy with 
a khillut, and other maiks of diffindtion j and a patent was directed 
to be iffued from the chanceiy office, confirming him Nawaub of 
die diftridt. 


The periodical rams being now fet in, the king ordered his* army 
to canton at Nabbee Gunje, a town thirty miles weft of Furooka- 
badj and in the high road to Delhi. At this place Anunt Row, a 
Marhatta vakeel, waited the arrival of the royal army. He was 
charged with the following propofitions for the king’s confideration : 

I . That whatever balance of Chout was due from the crown to 
the Paiffiwah family fince the time of Mahmud Shah, ffiould be 
faithfully difchargcd. That whatever plunder might be acquired, 
during the war ffiould be equally divided between the Marhattas and 
the Mogul troops . 

That on, the king’s arrival at Delhi, the Marhatta leaders fiiould 
be confirmed in the poffeffion of their refpedlive jagheers : and^ 
finally, for the purpofe of carrying on the war againfi: the Jauts and 
others, the fum of five lacks of rupees fliould be immediately ad- 
vanced from the king’s treafury. 

* The Chout is the tribute impofed by the Marhattas upon every part of Hindoftaun 
that came under their authonty fince their firil irruptions. It fignifies one fourth part- 
of the net revenue of any ftate or province. 
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Thefc propofals, at a time when his majefly was fo near hts 
capital, caufed him extreme dilgTift He perceived too well the 
arrogant fpint by which they were di&tcd but confcious of his 
own mabihty to relift or evade the fulleft compliance, he acquiefced 
in the demand The vakeel was gracioufly rccen ed , and a few 
days after the Nawaub Mujud A 1 Dowla and feteial of the nobility 
amved in the camp from Delhi to vifit and congratulate his majelly 
on his approach They brought with them from the Marhatta 
chiefs a variety of coftly prcfents 1 and many foldiers of fortune and 
adventurers having jomed the royal llandard, the court exhibited a 
gay and fpleadid appearance 


The arrival of the Marhatta chiefs enhanced the general fatisfac- 
non j and on a day appointed Smdiah, Holkar, and Beefajec, were 
introduced into the king’s prefence and received with marks of 
dilhnguifhed refpeift 


Every thing being now fettled, the army contmued its march j 
and on the 25th of December, 1771, Shah.Aulum made his entry 
into the capital vnth much pomp and fplcndour, and amidll the 
acclamations of all ranks of people 
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CHAP. III. 

Froceedings againji Zabita Khan — The Marhattas refufe to 
divide the Tlunder — Nujuff Khan in high Favom — He 
quarrels^ with the MaRhattas — His Defeat — Pardoned — 
Cejjion of Corah and Allahabad to the Marhattas — 
Shuja Al Dowla marches againfl the Marhattas — 
Marhattas retire to Deccan. 

THE firft objed: to which Shah-Aulum direded his attention 
after a few days repofe, was the punifhment of Zabita Khan, {on 
to the late mimfter, Nujeeb Al Dowlah. At the time of his father’s 
death, this nobleman reiided at Sehaurunpore, the capital of the 
province of the fame name. 

1 

This province, fituated in the upper parts of the Dooab in the 
vicinity of the Sewalick hills, in the latitude of 28-29 N. long. 
77. 50. W. and about 70 miles Eaft of Delhi, was the jagheer 
bellowed upon 'Nejeeb Al Dowlah, as a reward for the many fervices 
rendered by him to the Hate. It commences under the Sewalick 
hills, and is bounded on the north by the fortrefs of Ghofe Ghur, 
eaft by Sakertaul on the Ganges ; weft by the Purgannah of Seam- 
lee; and fouth by the town of Meerut. The foil is fertile and 

* The country lying bcnvixt the nvcrs Ganges and Jumna. 
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luxurious, producmg gram, fugarcanc, and tobacco, in the greateft 
abundance and until injured by the various internal commotions 
which occurred during the turbulent reigns of Auiengzeeb’s fuc- 
celTors, it was efteemed one of the moft fertile parts of the empire 

Zabita Khan, not equally inclmed to fupport the royal caufc as 
his father had been, deemed the confufed Rate of the kmg’s aRairs 
a fit opportunity to facilitate his own ambitious Views j and fcaree 
had his father expired, when he applied himfelf to raifing troops 
who were chiefly Afghauns of his own tnbfc, and in fortifjing tlic 
Rrong holds in his diRrid: Among thete was the poR of Sakerlaul, 
fituated fifty mdes from the capital, on tlie weflem bank of the 
Ganges This place was feledlcd by Zabita Khan as the moR 
eligible to make an advantageous Rand He threw up Rrong en. 
trenchments 1 and having allembled a numerous body of acteian 
RohillaSj refolved to wait the attack of the royal army, now on the 
■nay* to punifii Ins rebelhon 

The king commanded in perfon, and under him was tlie Nawaiib 
Mirza iNujulF Khan wlio began about this time to be noticed with 
marls of particular regard bj Ins majeRy, which was the foundation 
of his future power The Marhatta lorccs were fent on as an ad. 
aance guard, and the king and NujufF Khan followed with tlie re- 
mainder of the troops 

Intelligence of the approach of the royal army being conaejed to 
Zabita Klian he thought it better, bj making a fpiritcd effort to 
otcrcomc lus enemies in the field tlian waiting behind his entrench- 
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ments. He accordingly advanced a few miles in front of his camp, 

and offered battle to the king's troops. The contefl was bloody, 

* 

and for fome time doubtful; the rebel chiefs, Sadut Khan and Sjnid 
Khan, led on their troops with great fpirit; but the former being 
unfortunately flam by a cannon ball, the Rohillas, difpirited at that 
event, began to give way. Zabita Khan perceiving the difafler, 
ordered a retreat, and was foon compelled to leave the field of battle 
with precipitation. The Marhatta horfe, advancing with great ra- 
pidity, commenced the purfuit of tlie flying enemy on all fldes, and 
entering the camp along with the fugitives, they foon got pofleflion 
of It, which rendered their vidlory complete. In the camp they 
found a fine park of artillery, together with an immenfe plunder of 
money, flores, and valuable effedls of every kind; and the whole 
of the family of Zabita Khan were made pnfoners. 


This firfl; effay augured favorably for the fuccefs of his majefly's 
arms ; but the avarice exhibited by the Marhattas in the moment 
of vidlory caufed great difcontents among the king's troops, 
and laid the feeds of internal difcord and ammofity. Notwithfland- 
ing the fliipulations already recorded, which were enteicd into at 
Nubbee Gunj, the Marhattas appropriated the grcatefl; part of the 
fpoil taken on this occafion to their own ufe. They fecured the 
whole of the treafure, amounting to a krore of rupees, without 
offering to make the fmallefl: diftribution with their gallant col- 
leagues. The king, incenfed at this condud, complained of it 
with warmth to the Marhatta leaders, but without effed. He found 
their prefent influence too great to be fet afide, and therefore dif- 
fcmbled ; but the Mogul nobility nouriflied a fecret hatred againfl: 
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them, which they refolvnl to make manifcft on the firft opportunity 
that was afforded them 

Meanwhile the army advanced, md took poffeilidn of Sihaururi- 
porc, together with other ftrong places in the neighbourhood! fo 
that, exceptmg the fort of Ghofe Ghur, the whole of 'the provintt 
acknowledged the king’s autlionty The famdy of Zabita JChan, 
who had been taken m his camp, were by order of Shah-Aulum fet 
at liberty, and fent with a ffrong efcort to the 'fort of Ghofe Ghur, it 
being an inviolable maxim throughout Hindollaun, and in gciietal 
moft religioufly obferved, to refpeft the honour of the Haram * 

Having appointed a perfon to ’command m feehSuninjpdre, lin'd 
fettled the affaire of the province, Shah-Auium returned with the 
army to Delhi 


The conduiS of the Marhatta chiefs ui refulmg^tO liVake S fair 
diftnbution of the fpoil acquired by the late vii^ory, rhade 'a d^ 
imprcffion on tlic mind of Shali-Aulum The prefence of pirfons 
who had infulted his authority was irkfome tolufn ; hhd, in order 


to be releafed from tlie reftramt whicli tlicy impofcd, he rcqucltcfd 
them to march their forces a^mft the Jnuts, \vh'o' had a^in iffcm- 
blcd in arms under the command of thc'ir chief. Rajah Nuwil Sing 
The Marhattas obejed the order, and ' (leparted j but had n6t been 
gone many days, when the king rccened authentic information that 
they were in league with the rebel, Zabita 'Khan, who had cajoled 


* The Ilaram fignlfici any female* of the ftmilv, ^hato'cr may be iheir nnJ. or 
coodlHon. 
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them into his views, and were adtually on the point of concluding 

‘ ^ ) 

a treaty with tliat nobleman. 


Siiah- Allium, determined to make one effort to deftroy theii in- 
iquitous cabals, allccd advice from Nujulf Khan. He propofed to 
augment the Mogul army, and to laifc new levies with all pofTible 
expedition. The king, who knew his ability, and was convinced 
of hib attachment, relied entiiely on his exertions; and to give proof 

I 

of his confidence, he publicly bellowed on him the office of Pay- 
inafler Gcncial of his forces. 


Nujufi' Khan in a fliort time affernbled a confiderablc body of 
troops ; and to animate their zeal on the occafion, he declared it was 
for the foie purpofc of ^proteiTting the perfon of his majclly againfl 
the infolcnt menaces of the Marhatta chiefs. 

Thefc precautions wercj fufficicntly juflificd by the conduift of the 
Marhattas, \yho, on their arrival in the country of the Jauts, inflead 
of profecuting the war, were employed in fettling the terms of a 
treaty with ^Zabita Khan. On the arrival of that chief in their 
camp, It was flipulatcd that, on his advancing a large fum of money, 
they would return to Delhi, and on their arrival, in concert with 
him, infifl not only on a pardon for his offences, but the inveffiture 
of the office of Ameer. A1 Omrah^, which his father had enjoyed. 
Conformably to this agreement they flruck their tents, and marched 
to\yai;ds Delhi. When arrived in the neighbourhood of that city, 


Chief of the nobihty, an office of the higheft rank in Hmdoftaun. 

\ ‘ ^ j , - ' > 
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they fent a melTcnger to his majefty to require his comphance tvath 
the demands aforementioned j but Shah-Aulum relying on the at- 
tachment of the Mogul troops, and the fidehty of Nujuff Khan, 
alTumcd a bolder tone, and difmifled the meflenger with a pofiuve 
rcfufal 

Meanwhile the mmifter by the king’s order led out his troops to 
battle He took poll near the monument of a Mahomedan devotee 
without the walls of the city, oppofite the gate called Ajmerc His 
army ivas well appomted, having a numerous artillery commanded 
by a French oiEcer The Marhattas, who outnumbered their op- 
ponents, were confident of fuccefs, and the attack commenced witli 
great fury on both fides, but an accident which happened to Nujuff 
Khan, by the blowing up of an ammunition waggon, and which 
caufed a confiderable lofs among his troops, turned the fortune of 
the day in favour of the enemy, and with great difficuly the mi- 
ntfter was enabled to draw off a part of his army under fhelter of a 
flight entrenchment thrown up in hafle by the French commandant 
of artillery The Marhattas difliking to attack the entrenchment, 
fuddenly wheeled off and attacked the gate of the city which was 
near them, hoping to cany itj but Hullam A1 Dowlah, who was 
ftationed in that place repulfed them with great intrepidity, till 
finding they could not efiedt their purpofc, they fuddenly withdrew 
their armj , and rctirid to a fmall diftancc from the city 

From the iffuc of the preceding day, the king faw too pbinly lie 
could not hope to prolong the conteft and, at a confultation which 
he held with his Mogul officers, they with rcluQance advifed him 
3 
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to accommodate matters with the enemy, and a negociation 
accordingly commenced. The Marhattas were agam invited to 
court, whither they repaired the enfuing morning, accompanied by 
Zabita Khan, who was pardoned, and moreover gratified with a 
khillut, reinftated in his government of Sehaurunpore, and 
finally, appointed to the long-expedted office of Ameer A1 Omrah. 
It has been judged by many that thefe conceffions fo degrading to 
the king, were not wholly occafioned by his inability to refill:, but 
partly from the intrigues of HufiTam A1 Dowlah, who, though he 
had behaved gallantly in the late attack, was known to be in the 
intereft of the Marhattas. Their tiiumph was now complete; 
and to elfablilli it in the eyes of all Hmdoftaun, they alked and 
obtained from his majejfty funnuds for the province of Corah and 
Allahabad, which had by a folemn treaty already been granted to 
the Englilh. 


Though Shall -Aulum acceded to this degradation with indigna- 
tion and difguft, rigid impartiality demands that to his own weak- 
nels, effeminacy, and indolence, be afcribed the real caufes of 
his difgrace. His total want of energy^ in j’udging for himfelf, 
made him always a ready and eafy prey to the defigns of the info- 
lent or ambitious. Huffam A1 Dowla, who had long been the 
perfonal enemy of Nujuff Khan, took this opportunity of perfecut- 
ing that nobleman to the utmoff. Supported by the Marhatta chiefs, 
he publicly accufed Nujuff Khan as the foie advifer of the late per- 
nicious meafures in effed:ing a breach betwixt his majefiy and his 
faithful adherents the Marhattas, and, that owing to his councils, the 


* A grant. 
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affairs of the Rate had fallen into diforder, he infilled therefore on 
his immediate execution The hmg, though well convinced of 
the attacliment of Nujuff Khan, ivvas incapable of affording him 
any protcdlion at the prefent junfturc, being entirely at the difpofal 
of the triumphant party, he would therefore (have fallen a vi&im to 
the malice of ihis enemies, had not his oivn refolute fpirit refeued 
him 

When the aforementioned ncgociationj commenced, Nujuff Khan, 
avho forefaw the gathering llorm, had retired prudently (o his, 011 n 
palace, there, animated hy a generous indignation at the unworthy 
treatment he had received, he icolleiffed his friends and dependants 
around him, and thefe to the number of (3,000, dctem)ined(>vith 
their lord to fliareihis fortunes ilnftigated by Huffwi ^(IJotila, 
the Marhatta forces were ordered to affault Nujuff Khan (in his 
palace the afEur began to wear a very fenous afpciS, as from the 
-known I bravery of the general, ihc could uotdie taken without a* 
-ddperate refilhmce land much bloodflied This, jhowevfr, iiyas 
prevented by tho interference of Trojakee Hblkar, ^adnjumg thcim- 
trepidity of NujilfffKhan, and afhamed of the(pgrt h|s country- 
-mcn ivcre aflmg, this generous chief offered hts mediation, which 
avasiaccepted, and NujuffrKhan duedled to repair to court in order 
-to receive hisi pardon Accordmgly, Ibll attended iby his faithful 
adherents, iwhmrcfufcd to> quit him, he repaired toithe imperial 
palace, where ho avas graciouflyi received, ibj his majolly, Jionoured 
with a khillut, andiappointed toithc command of thciarmy iFpr 
-ithis laffifavonr,nhorwauin^cbtcdarioro tojthc compk^JOn of affairs 
than the mdmations of his enemies 


X 
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Oaring the late commotions within the province of Delhi, others 
of a very ferious nature had arifen from an oppofite quarter,. The 
Rohillas were on the eve of a memorable conteft, in which the m- 
teiefts of thb Vizii Shuja Dowla, as likeWife thofe of the king, were 
materially involved. The Marhattas, who during the two preceding 
years had uornmltted eVety fpecies of violence and oppreffion, laymg 
wafbe the countries through which they palTed, -and itifulting the 
inhabitants, hkd, among Other places, made irruptions into the fine 
province of Rohllciind, and by a barbarous Ipecies of warfare in 
deftroying the produce of the 'Country, excited in that warlike tribe 
a juft indignation. 'Not being of themfelves fufhciently 'numerous 

f 

'to fefift the eriefny, they applied to the vi-Zir for afliftance, who, in 
(idncurrence T^ith the com'mander-in- chief of the Britifh forces, 
■a^r^ed to ’unite dnd expel the invaders. 'Hafiz Rehumut 'Khan, 
chief of the tribe, dn this occafion, formed a treaty with the vizir 
' and the Englifli, in which he agreed, in return 'for the afliftance 
‘ offered, to pay at the end of the warthe fum of forty lacks of rupees 
to the vizier. In thefe tranfadtions, Shah- Aul urn had fecretly born 
a confiderable part. Pending the treaty, he had privately confulted 
with the agents of the vizir, and had moreover informed the Britifh 
government ^ it was now as much his earneft defire to be rid of the 
thraldom in which he was kept by the Marhattas, as he had before 
been partial to them. He added, like wife, that every exertion 
fhould be made on his part to counteradt their defigns by conftantly 
giving intimation of their intended movements. '' 

In confequence of thefe engagements, the forces of Shuja A 1 

* See feledl reports, pajftm. * 
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Dowk, accompanied by the Enghfli bngades, joined the RohiUa 
army, who were Rationed on the frontiers Previous to this etent, 
a very krge Marhatta army commanded by Holkar and Becfage 
had crofled the Ganges, and laid wafle great part of the country 
they were however foon rcpulfcd and dnven back acrofs the river 
with the utmoft precipitation The remainder of the Marhatta 
army under Sindiah, attended by Nujuff Khan tv ho, as already 
mentioned had been reinftated m his appointment, now arrived, but 
findmg the ill fuccefs of their affociates, and obfervmg the counte- 
nance of the Bntilh troops, they held a confultation upon their fu- 
ture operations Findmg the lituation of affairs holhle to their 
views, and knowmg the king’s mind was now entirely eftranged 
from them, they refolved for the prefent to return to Deccan, de- 
termined to renew their ambitious fchemes as opportunity Ihould 
offer Agreeably to this refolve Sindiab and Holkar firlV, and 
Befajee afterwards, withdrew their refpeflave troops, and takmg 
the route to Jypore, quitted Hindollaun NujuEF Khan returned to 
Delhi with the Mogul troops 
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CHAP. IV. 

Admviiflratio?! ^ Nujuff Khan — Co7iqueJls in the ]h.J3T Country 
— Ruptuje Shuj a.Al Dowla and the Rohillas — ■ 

Redudiwn of Rohilcund — Defcnption of that Country — 
Death of Shuja Dowla — Account of the Oude Family. 

THE retreat of the Marhattas afforded Shah-Aulum the higheft 
fatisfadlion : freed from the vexations occafioned by their infolent 
demeanour, he hoped he fhould once more be enabled to maintain 
his authority in the ffate, and bring his affairs into a better train. — 
He was refolved to place his whole confidence on Mirza Nujuff 
Khan, who ^in every relpedl was well qualified for the important 
truft. Higli fpirited, and an adiive, equally a valiant commander, 
as of courteous and obliging manners, he conciliated the efleem of 
every one; and by his unremitting attention to bufinefs, he preferved 
regularity, and refiored order throughout every department. 

The king, to give public proof of his opinion of this nobleman’s 
attachment, thought proper, as a preliminary ffep, to difmifs his 
rival, Haffam A1 Dowlah, from all his employments. His majefiy 
had long beheld the prediledlion which that minifler had entertamed 
for the Marhattas, whofe interefts he had dared to prefer to thofe of 
jiis lawful fovereign ; and refolved to punifh him for his prefump- 
tion. He was degraded from his nobility, and all his effates con- 
fifcated to the royal treafury. His appointments were conferred on 

H 
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NujufF Khan, who was at the fame time created Captain General 
of the forces of the empire, and dignified with other titles • 


The treafures taken from Haffam Al Dowla, which had been 
amafifed by oppreffive means afibrded a fund fufficient to anfn er 
the expences of a war with the Jauts, who, during the late difputcs 
at court, had again made head, and were exating fiefli ditbirbances 
m order to embarrafs the king’s government 


About this time, Mujud Al Dowla, a nobleman of confiderable 
ermncnce, was appointed to the office of Dewaun -f- and the kmg, 
to encourage his army, caufed it to be Cgmfied to the troops that the 
plunder acquired during the intended expedition, fhould be divided 
amongll them 

\ 

The counuy of the Jauts, fo freqticndy mentioned, is fituated on 
both fides of the nvei Jiunm, and comprehends a trail of 1^0 wiles 
in length, by about 60 in breadth It extends from the vicinity of 
Gwalior, a large tower 60 miles wcltward of Agrah, to the Hurts 
of the capital and contains within its limits many flrong fortrclfcs 
and otlier holds Toivards the clofc of the reign of Aurengzeeb, 
this lingular tnbe firfl: attradlcd notice Emigrating from a remote 


* Hu titles at length were, Khan SIpahi Sillar Hlndoftmn Rulhim Al Dowla, 
Ruflumi Hind, Zulficar Al Dowla, Mina NujufF Khan Bchadur, Ghalibjiing — 
In Er^llfh thus 

Leader of the amucs of Hindofbun, Splendour of the State, Rufhim of Indb, 
Sword of the Empire, Mina Nujuff Khan vi^onous In battle 
i ColloSor of tlw rerenua 
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fpol on the banks of tlie Indus, in the lower paits of the Moultan 
province, and accuflomcd to the humble occupations of hulbandry, 
they verc allowed to fettle themfclves peaceably in their pi efent rc- 
iidcnce. ' In the courfc of a few years becoming numerous, they 
vcntuicd to attack the caravans proceeding to Delhi with fupphes for 
the loyal army; and’ having met with unexpected fuccefs on their 
fiiH: attempts, at length became fo formidable as to require tlie pre- 
fcncc of the imperial troops to overaw^e them. 

Their future piogrcfs was inconceivably rapid; and amid the civil 
wars earned on by Aurungzeeb’s fucceffors, the Jauts found means 
to fecuic a large portion of country to themfelvcs, in wdiich they 
built forts, and accumulated gieat wealth. Their natural propenfity 
to plunder, which accompanied them in their emigration, has com- 
municated itfcif to their pofterity, and they are ftiU a moft notoiious 
and daring banditti. 

Chura Mun, one of their frf: chiefs, was an intrepid foldier, and 
remarkably fortunate in his encounters witlithe imperial troops, who 
were frequently compelled to retire with precipitation before this 
daring tribe. In later times, Suruj Mull, who fell in an ambuf- 
cade a few year fince, was one of the moft reljpeCtable of their 
leaders. He, in 1756, having been dignified with the title of Ra- 
jah, or Prince, kept his court with great fplendour. But with his 
death their power, in a great meafure, expired. His eldeft fon, 
Nuwil Sing, who now commanded the tribe, was not equal to con- 
' tend with the ability of Nujuff Khan ; but being a. man of great 
perfonal courage, he determined to nfk the ifiTue ; and for this pur- 
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pofc, btfides augmenting his army, he had fortified m the ilrongcft 
manner the towns of Deig, Butliun Ghur, and other pkces within 
his junfdiftion 

Zulficar AI Dowla having received his mflru&ons from the kmg, 
put his troops in motion and marched towards the Jauts In his 
way he reduced feveral refradtoiy Zemindars, whom the late dif- 
turbances at court had tempted to revolt from their allegiance On 
thefc he impofed heavy fines, and by this means enriched his trea- 
fuiy to a confiderable amount In the mean tune the Jaut Rajah 
hearing of the fuccefs of the captam general, was fearful he might 
make an attack upon the fort of Dcig one of his ftrongcll holds, 
which, if fuccefsfiil, would undoubtedly put an epd to the war, and 
prove utter deftruAion to his afiairs To prevent this, he refolved 
to haiard an adbon 1 and, agreeably to his determination, threw 
himfelf in the way of the royal army A fharp engagement en- 
fuedj but Nujuff Khan’s good fortune prevailing, the Jaut Rajah 
wms totally defeated, and compelled to quit the field of battle with 
very few of his foldiers He took refuge in the fort of Dcig, which 
he refolved to defend to the laft extremity 

The plunder of Nuwil Sing’s camp, which was immenfe, pre- 
vented an immediate purfuit and Nujuff Khan, elate with liis 
vidlory font an account of it to Delhi without delay The news 
of fuccefs, fo important, was received at court with the highcR 
fansfadlion j and rewards and honours were conferred on the captain 
general and his armj by the king’s exprefs command He fent the 
general a letter of thanks, vvnttcn with his own hand, and rccom- 
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mended a vigorous purfiiit of the enemy, which it was hoped 
would bring the conteft to a fpeedy and favourable ilTue. From 
the field of battle, Nujuff Khan led the army to Agrah, winch 
place he invefted on all fidcs ; but not having a fufficient train of 
artillery, he was compelled to turn the fiege into a blockade, which, 
indeed, is the more general method adopted by the armies of Hin- 
dolbiun. 


During the fiege, he fent detachments to different parts of the 
fiirrounding countr)^ by which means, feveral of the rcfradoiy 
Zemindars were induced to fubmit thcmfelvcs to the king^s au- 
tliority. 

About this time, the Vizir Shuja A1 Dowla, advanced into the 
Doo Ab with a confiderablc army. That prince, whofe am- 
bition was great, deeming the retreat of the Marhattas favourable 
to his defigns, rcfolvcd to appropriate fome of their poffeffions to 
his ovn life. He accordingly laid fiege to Etawah, a city on the 
frontiers, from whence he "e.\pelled the Marhattas, and placed a> 
garrifon therein on his own pait. From Etawah he proceeded to 
Agrah, then befieged by Nujuff Khan, whom he aflifled with an 
increafe of force, and feveral fine cannon, which enabled the cap- 
tain general to carry on the fiege with vigour. The gairifon, threat- 
ened by a dearth of provifions, were, without difficulty, perfuaded to 
capitulate, and accordingly delivered up the foit and its dependen- 
cies to NujufF Khan. A meffenger was immediately difpatched- 
to the capital with the important intelligence, and carried with himi 
the keys of the fort to be laid at his majefty's feet. 
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Shuja A 1 Dowk at the fame Ome lent UIuj Khan his favounte, 
to wait on the king, and, m his name, compliment him on the kte 
fuccelTes But that nobleman was charged with a fecret commillion 
of a more important nature It was to engage the kmg’s confent 
to the deCgns which he now meditated againll the Rohdks, and, 
m the event of conqueft, to participate with his majefty in flianng 
the country between them The jealoufy with which the vizir had 
long beheld the Rohilla power and his alarm at the extenlion of 
their influence, fo contiguous to ihis own domimons, determined 
him, though contrary to And: juftice and found policy, to quarrel 
with that nation j and, that a pretext might not be wanting in his 
faiour, he urged the mfradion of the kte treaty, and compkmed 
loudly of the treacherous condud of the Rohillas m delaying pay- 
ment of the ftipukted fum ' 

The vioktion of a treaty made under fudi arcumftanccs and by 
which the Rohillas had certainly received material affillance m the 
cxpulfion of the mvaders of their country, cannot indeed be julhfied 
by any pnnaple of common honefty, though at the fame time tlie 
mordinate ambition of the vizir, and his enterpnzmg fpint, were 
grounds of alarm, fufiiaent to perfuade the Rohilk Sirdars to coun- 
terad and curb it by any means withm their pov/er 

Lluj Khan, on his arrival at court, confultcd with Mujud AlDowk 
on the foregoing points , and, as he brought a large fum of money 
with him, he found Icfs difficulty in fuccecding in his objed A 
fecret treaty ivas at length formed, by which the vizir bound himfclf 
not only to defray the expcnces of the ivar, but, at its condufion. 


I 
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his majcfly lliould paiticipatc in the diflnbution of the plunder as 
ucll as a fliarc in the conquered piovince, or, if more agreeable, 
ha\c an equal proportion of country more contiguous to Delhi. On 
the pan of the king, he was to fend the aimy under NujufF Khan 
to the afliflancc of the vimi, who wms preparing, m concert with the 
Britifli forces, to take the held. Shah-Aulum appeared to hllen to 
their propofals with much complacency; yet, as an ingenious hif- 
torian lias juflly remarked, he did not heaitily concur in the mea- 
fure, being averfe to aggrandifing the vizir at the expence of the 
Rohillas. Whatc\cr w'crc his real fcntimcnts, the captain-general 
was recalled from Agrali, and dirc( 5 lcd to march the army towards 
Rohilcund, and the king prepared to take the held, but indifpoh- 
tion, whether real or pretended, prevented him from attending the 
army, which fet out under the command of Nujuff Khan. 

The memorable battle of Cutterah, and the termination of the 
Rohillawar which foon follow'cd, arc too well -known to require 
any comment in thefe tranfacflions; it may how'ever gratify ciiriohty 
to take a view of the then htuation, foil, climate, and prodiuftions, 
of that celebrated province. 

RohilcuJid, called in Sanfcrit Cuttau ^ comprehends that tradi: 
lying caft of the Ganges, betw^een the 28th and 30th degrees of 
north latitude, and from 76 to So longitude. Commencing in the 
vicinity of Loll Dong, at the foot of the Kummow Hills, it ex- 
tends eaftward to the town of Pillibeet; on the north and weR, it 


* Captain JonatJian Scott. 
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js bounded by the Ganges, and to the fouth, by the dtftnd of Ma- 
homedy, in the dotnuuons of Oude 

The foil of Cuttair is in general a rich black mould, intermixed 
in many parts with fand and red earth ; it is uncommonly fmde, 
and capable of the higheft cultivation, abounding m all forts of 
gram, fugar-cane, and tobacco Few countnes have m truth, 
more natural advantages than this i it is well fupplied with feveral 
large nvers, befidcs numerous fmaller ftreams Among the firft, 
are the Ramgonga, and Dewah, (or Gambera ) 

The Ramgonga, taking its nie between the firft and fecond range 
of mountains to the north-eaft, iffues forth into the plains of Hin- 
doftaun at the Gaut of Colly, and after txaverfing the greateft 
part of Rohilcund, in a fouth and fouth-wellerly diredlion, and 
fertilizing the lands, is jomed m its progrefs by other nvers, and 
finally, difchaiged into the Ganges m the viamly of Kmnouj 
This majeftic nver, until late years imperfeftly knowm, is navigable 
for feven months m the year, its ftream is broad and rapid, and its 
banks are adorned with many large and populous villages On jhe 
caftem fide, the Dewah ifluing from the fame mountains, runs by 
the town of PiUibcct Here are embarked the fineft Saul, SifToo, 
and fir timbers the produce of the neighbounng forefls that Ikirt 
the foot of the Kummow hills At the city of Shahjehanporc, 
the Dervah joins the Gamberah, whofc name it afiumes, and after 
wafhing the towns of Sandy, B roun, and other places, meets the 
Ramgonga near its junftion with the Ganges The fmaller flreams 
arc the Coflillah, Nahul, Byghul, Dakra, Bukrah, Becfiah, and 
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Yarwufadarj thefe likewife contribute highly to the cultivation of 
the country, and by means of refervoirs, Unices, canals and acque- 
dudts, difperfe their wateis throughout the corn fields in every di- 
rection, but more particularly fo in the jagheer of the late Fyzoo- 
lah Khan. 


Another property peculiar to Cuttair, is the facility with which 
w^ater iS procured j exclufive of the rivers and ftreams befoie enu- 
merated, the foil is fuch, that by digging a few feet from the fur- 
face of the eaith in any part of the country, water is procured in 
abundance. 

So happily fitiiated by natuie, Rohilcund has in all times been 
deemed of great political importance. In the early times of the 
empire, commerce fiouriflied. The great cities of Shahabad, Shah- 
jehanpore, Bareilly, BifTowlee, Bedaon, Owlah, Mooradabad and 
Sumbul, formerly kept up a conflant intercourfe ivith the caravans 
of the north. By them were exported into Cuttair, the products 
of Lahoor, Cabul, Caflimire, Candahar and Perfia, rubies, pre- 
cious ftones, tuteneage, copper, iron, tin, lead, borax, drugs, Cafh- 
merian fliawls, Carmanian wool, mules, horfes and camels; in re- 
turn they received, coarfe cloths, fugar, grain and tobacco. 

During the reign of the Patan Dynafly in Hindoftaun, many prin- 
ces of that family kept their courts for a feries of years in the an- 
tient city of Bedaon. There, as in many parts of Cuttair, are to 
be feen the remains of magnificent edifices, palaces, gardens, 
mofques, colleges and maufoleums. Among the firft-rate cities of 
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modem days are to be placed, Owlah, BilTowlee, Bareilly and Pil- 
LTieet, which having been the reCdences of thofe Rohilla chiefs 
who founded a new empire in Cuttair withm half a centuiy hack, 
demand on this occalion particular attention 


The aty of Owlah, Ctuated m the centre, and in one of the fineft 
parts of Rohilcund, is budt on an eminence, haVing a commanding 
view of the adjacent country The nver Nmoaub Nuddt runs along 
the fouth-weftem tide of the city The town is of confiderahle 
extent, and adorned with many handfome buddings, moll of which 
are now m rums Enough however remams to difcover the former 
grandeur of the place, and to regret the fatal ravages of deftniaive 
ambition On the fummit of the emmence is the fort budt of brick 
It uas ereded about fifty years fince by Alt Mahomed, founder 
of the Rohilla government in Cuttair and here he kept his court 
Withm the fort is the palace of All Mahomed, a cathedral, and feve- 
ral other pubhc buddmgs In the environs of Owlah are rums of 
palaces, gardens, and mofquesj the adjacent countiy is by nature 
beautiful, but the total ivant of cultivation renders melancholy the 
profpefl: Owlah is fixteen miles N W of Bareilly, from Bif- 

fowlce fourteen, and about equal dillant from Delhi and Pdlibeet 
At BilTowlee are hkewife to be Icen evident traces of the former 
fplendour of the Rohilla government and it is morcoi er remark- 
able for being the buml place of fcveral of the family of All 
Mahomed 


Bareilly, fituated on the banks of the umted /beams of Jooah 
and Sunkra, is a large, handfome, well-budt city It was the 
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capital of Hafiz Rehumut, and a place of confiderable trade. It is 
dilfant from Lucknow 180 miles, and from the Ganges 120.-*- 
Lafiily, the town of Pillibeet. This place, thirty-fix miles to the 
north-eafi: of Bareilly, was peculiarly felcdted by the difcriminative 
forefight of Hafiz Rehumut Khan, as of great importance in its 
commercial refources. For the encouragement of trade that prince 
built a fpacious Shehr Punnah, 01 Pettah, which is four miles in 
circumference. It is furrounded by a brick wall, and within the 
enclofure is ercdled a magnificent mofque. Admirably fituated on 
the banks of the Dewah, Pillibeet, during the Rohilla government, 
was an emporium of commerce. Its flaples are Saul, Sefibo, and fir 
timbers, fug-ars, and coarfe cloths j and from the mountains of Al- 
morali aie imported borax, pitch, drugs, wax, and honey; of late 
years, however, it is melancholy to add, the hand of commerce is 
llirunk up, and the want of a well-regulated police, the total dif- 
couragement to mduflry^ and the vexatious impofts levied by the 
rulers have almofl; annihilated its once-profitable and flourifliing trade. 


The revenues of Cuttair aie Rated, in the imperial regifter at 

Delhi, to be five millions Rerling. During the flourifliing times of 

the empire, the face of the countrj’' will warrant the fuppofition, and 

under the Rohilla government, who paid unremitting attention to 

agriculture, the province might have yielded that fum. After the 

conquefl; of Rohilcund by Shuja Dowla, an offer was made to that 

« 

prince to rent the province for two millions. Since that period the 
revenues, from a variety of caufes, have continued to decline; and 
under the prefent government, the province of Cuttair with difliculty 
yields the fum of 36 lacks, or about 400,000!. Rerling. 
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Of the inhabitants there ) et remains to fpcak The Rohillas', 
Avho, It IS well known, origmally emigrated from the mountains of 
Afghaniftaun, about 60 7 cars fince, fettled in Cuttair They arc a 
hardy warlike race, equally capable of arms and hulbandiy Their 
feudal fyftcm of government, limilar to thofc of Europe m former 
days, has infpired them witli ideas of turbulence and ferocity; at 
the fame time they are uncommonly patient under hadihips, and 
attached to their chiefs by mdiflblublc bonds of national affcdlion 
But withal, m common with other Afghauns, they are crafty, 
treacherous and revengeful This charafteriftic national fpirit, aided 
by the impetuous failles of a ferocious and uncivilized mmd, renders 
difficult the government of this race Hence frequent revolutions, 
civd broils at home, and wars abroad, have conlhintly marked the 
Rohdla government under its different rulers Yet has it been 
evinced m more mlbmces than one, that by kind and proper treat- 
ment even this gencndly-confidercd ferocious tribe may be rendered 
tradlable that when their peculiarities and prejudices arc attended to 
by a wife and liberal government they vvdl prove not only good 
fiibjcdls but even Heady and faithful alhes 


Shortly after the battle of Cuttcra, Zulfica A 1 Dow la joined the 
vizir and the Bntiffi forces He was received with diflmdlion, and 
the vizir nominated him to the Ncabut of the vizarut, an office more 
honourable tlian lucrative, but accepted bj the captain general with 
thankfulncfs Shiija Dowla now thought proper to difmils him 


* Confult the account of the Rohilla Afghauni, publilhctl by tl,c late Captain Charlea 
Hamilton, of Bengal 
0 , 



SHAH -AULUM. 


A. D.’I 774 .] 


6r 


and in order to attach him more to his interefts, gave a reinforce- 
ment of his own troops. 


It has been feen that by the treaty of Delhi, Shuja AI Dowla had 
agieed to fliare his conquers with the king, and to make an equal 
divifion of the plunder acquired by the war. Confonant to the 
fpirit of this tieaty, the captain general had come from Delhi in 
aid of the vizir : but the behaviour of Shuja on this occaiion was 
neither juft nor honourable. Though immenfe plunder had been 
acquired in the late battle, his avaricious fpirit prompted him to re- 
tain the whole to himfelfj and when uiged by the captain general to 
deliver up the king’s fhaie, he peremptorily declined it. A con- 
duct, m every refpe<5t fo un wan an table, excited extreme difguft in 
the king’s mind , but having made feveral fruitlefs and ineffedlual 
endeavours to alter the vizir’s refolution, his majefty at length de- 
fifted, and Nujuff Khan was compelled to return to Delhi. 

Shuja Dowla, after fettling the government of the province, and 
appointing Aumils to the feveral diftridls, took his leave of the 
Biitifli commander in chief, and returned to Oude. During the re- 
mainder of that year, he employed himfelf in arranging the affairs 
of the province of Furrokabad, which was tributary to him ; but 
having been long afflidted with a violent diforder, which now re- 
turned with accumulated violence, notwithftanding every exertion 
and affiftance afforded by his phyficians, he expired in his palace at 
Fyzabad 


In the month of January 1775* 
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An hiftonan *, rcfpecftable for his talents, has informed the 
world that the reigning family in Oude were obfeure in thrir origin 
and of low birth ; but as that information, from accounts procured 
at a later period, appears to he inconedl, we have with that defe- 
rence to fidelity which the impartiality of hiilory demands, detailed 
a more authentic account • of the rife of that family 


SAADUT KHAN 

Saadut Khan, fon of Mirza NulTur A 1 Dcen Hyder, known at 
firft under the name of Meer Mahomed Ameen, was bom in the city 
of Nilhapore, in the province of Khoraufaun He tvas defeended 
in a diredt line from the Imaum Moufa Kafim, of the family of 
All, efleemed m Perfia as of the higheft and moll noble extrafbon 
Towards the conclufion of the reign of Behadur Shah the fon and 
fucceffbr of Aurengzeeb, many Perfian families of dilhmaion, re- 
tiring from the diforders and civil wars which overwhelmed their 
native country, fought an alylum in Hindollaun At that period 
Meet Mahomed Ameen, who had been bred to arms, became defirous 
of fignalifing himlclf ; and with the laudable hope of providing for 
his family, he bad adieu to his natuc country, and repaired to La- 
hore He was rcceiscd into the impenal fcrvicc, and Ihortly after 
took the name of Saadut Khan By means of the fncndlhip which 
he formed witli fcvcral of the prmcipal officers about the court, he 

• Colonel Dow 

+ In th» detail the author has prlndptlly followed a fmall gcncalc^cal work, entitled 
OtHaf Albph, or the Genealogy of Afuf Al Dowla the prcftiit vixlr, which wai pro- 
cured by the fncndllup of Mr George Johnflone, many yean rcCdcnt at Lucknow 
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was introduced to the emperor's notice, and flood high in his favour, 
and continued fo until his death. On the acceflion of Mahmud 
Shah, Saadut Khan was created a noble of the empire j and through 
the influence of his great patron, Siibullund Khan, he was nomina- 
ted to the government of Akbarabad. — Increaflng in favour, he was 
appointed Soobadar of Oude, and at the fame ‘time prefented with 
the rank of 7000 horfe, and honoured with a new patent of no- 
bility During the reign of Mahmud Shah he held with applaufe 
the highefl offices of the flate; and by his fucceffes in Deccan, and 
on the fiontiers of the empire, upheld the tottering fortunes of a 
weak and diflblute government. . - 


But in paying this tribute to his abilities, his condud:, when adu- 
ated by bafe and unworthy motives, mufl be equally reprobated. — 
At the memorable invafion of Hindoflaun by Nadir Shah, when his 
country became a prey to favage ferocity and lawlefs outrage, Saadut 
Khan, from felfifli views and a fpirit of inordinate ambition, excited 
the vengeance of the conqueror, and by appnfing him of the im- 
menfe riches to be acquired by viflting the capital, he brought 
incalculable calamity upon his fovereign and his fubjeds*!-. He did 
not, however, live, as has been jufliy remarked, to reap the fruits 
of a condud fo treacherous, dying, fliortly after the conqueror's en- 
trance into Delhi, of a cancerun his back. 

* His titles at length were Boorhan A1 Mooiuk, lamaud Al Dowla Meer Mah- 
mud Ameen Khan, Behadur Shoukut Jung In Englifh thus 

Pillar of the empire, confident Support of the State, Meer Mahmud Ameen Khan, the 
Glory of War. 

t Confult fecond volume of Captain Scott’s interefting Hiftory of the Succeflbrs of 
Aurengzeeb. 
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SEFDAR JUNG 

When Saadut Khah quitted his nattve countiy, he left behind him 
an only filler mamed to a nobleman named Jaafer Beg He pro- 
mifed at Ins c|eparture, fhould fortune prove favourable, to fend for 
hij famil} to Hmdoftaun nhich he did accordingly But jiafer 
Beg had died and left two fons, Abul Munfoor Khan and Mirza 
Mohulfun the former better known as Scfdar Jung Thefe)ouths 
were received with affedlionatc regard by Saadut Khan ; and to per- 
petuate the famdy honours he bellowed lus only daughter in mar. 
nage to the cider brother That princefs, the grand mother of the 
reigning Nuuaub is well known to the Britilh nauon After livmg 
to the great age of nuiety fhe cvpired a fetv years lince at her palace 
in Oude On the death of his uncle, the joung Nawaub Sefdar 
Jung nas confirmed by the king in his government of Oude, and 
on the departure of the Perfian conqueror, became a great fatountc 
at the court of Mahmud Shall Employed, like his predccclfors, 
m diflant parts of the empire, his fuccefs uas frequently brilliant j 
and he rofc gradually to the highcll honours in the Hate In addition 
to the government of Allaliabad, he was appointed to the office of 
Grand Mailer of the Artilleiy and on the death of the celebrated 
Nizam A1 Mooluk, was made vizir* of the empire, and dignified 

• It wai not tJicn Uic fbn of a Perfian pedlar who ruled tner OuJe but a man of 
blnh and fiimJJr and whatc\cr m^ht ime been lili dementi, or pdiucal error*, hit 
IcrvTCrt to his coimtrj entitle Jilm, m cverv unprejudiced mmd, to an appellation more 
honourable 
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"with honours and titles. - He died in 1756, haying the charadlcr of 
a daring and intrepid foldier, and -efteemed by his own fu^edts as a 
good man and upright magiftrate. 


SHHJA DpWLA. 

Shnja Powla, fon and fucceffor of Sefdar Jung, was called m his 
younger"*^ days Mirza Jelaul Addeen Pyder. Had this prince lived 
in the reign of Shah Jeh^n, pr the jGfeat Aurengzeeb, he might have 
attained a high charadler m the annals pf the empire ; but he 
bom at a penpd when the houfe of Timoor w^s rapidly declinipg, 
and the fuperior genius of a foreign nation had acquired an afepn-r 
dencj not ^to be oyerbom. Shuja Dowla, in his cqnteft with the 
Englilh, having rathly efpoufed the caufe of the unfortunate Caflim 

I «’ 

All, Nuwauh of Bengal, felt ,the effedls of this afccndency j and 
gfter two pneefsful attempts, perceiving his incapacity -to refill:, he 
wifely refqlved to conciliate the attention of his enemies. He was 
not deceived; the peace of ,1765 (well |known in Europe) placed 
him in a Situation more eligible than what he held at the commence- 
rnent of the twar : for, exqlplive of the relloration pf the conquered 
provinces, he became the friend and ally of the Englilh; and to 

* ,is cuftomary in Hindoftaun, and throughout fevcral of tlie Afiatic courts, to 
change the name of a pnnee on his acceflion to the throne Thus the famous Jehan- 
guire ■v^'as called Sehm; Shah Jehan, Khorrum ; Shuja A1 Dowla, Mtrza Jehul Addeen 
Hyder; his fon and fuccefibr, Afuf A1 Dowla, was Mtrza Arnaum, Many other in- 
fiances occur. 
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cement the union by ftiH clofct tics, he afktfd"'and obtained the affif- 
tance of a Bntifh force for the protcdlion of his frontiers ' 

When releafed from the afore-mentioned contell, Shuja Dowla 
dircdted his attention to the augmentation of his amiy, and to the 
management of the afiiurs of hjs own dominions, into the govern- 
ment of which great abufes had been mtroduced If we take his 
charadter comparatively, Shuja A 1 Dowla will be allowed confidera- 
ble merit adhve and vigorous in his mind he was bold danng, 
and enterpnfing, which he manifellcd on various occafions, and m 
lituations of danger and difficulty His temper ivas irafcible, 
w hich often led him to comrmt adts of cruelty ; yet he %vas an ex- 
cellent magiftrate, a lover of julhce, and aniioully delirous of the 
profpenty of his country ' To the internal economy of his govern- 
ment he paid a rigid atttntion and by his judicious and prudent 
arrangements, aided by the exertions of fome very able officers, he 
cleared his donunions frofn the remains of a ntft of banditti which 
had long infellcd and difgiaced them His Condiidl with regard to 
his neighbours, the Rohdlas, was on every account the moll ex- 
ceptionable and his holhle attempt to dellroy their power evidently 
originated from a fpintof ambition, boundlefs as inordinate and re- 
prchenfiblc nor can his endeavours to extenuate his condudl by 
throw ing the blame on the impolitic obflinacy of the Rohdlas in 
refufing to difchaige the Ripukited fum, in any ffiape juilify the 
means he ufed to cffedl their dcflnidlion • 

• In llw above tictail « haj been the author* Jntentloo to be guidal hj the 
ftrifteft impanlality, neither inlhing to exalt too litgh the chaiatter of any individual 
tvjio mented pnute, nor to abftain fivim cenfure when it appeared dcfaving 
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CHAP. V. 

Rr///Ni of the Captain Genaai to Dklhi — Accc[fion of Asur Al 
Dow LA. to the Govcf ament of Oude — Cmbajfy of Illuj 
Khan to Dll in — Pjoaedings agauif Z adit a Khan — Dc^( 
ft at of the King*s Troops — Z A hit A Khan unites with the 
Sliks — SaennH Account of t}>at Nation — Occuiienccs. 


NUJUFF KHAN, on his arrival at Delhi, met with a reception 
diflcrcnt from his cxpedations. The king was difgufted with him 
for not having infilled in a more refolute manner upon the delivery 
of the difiridls which had been ftipulafcd in the late treaty with the 
vizir, and for omitting to urge his right to participate in the plun- 
der acquired in tlie Rohilla war. Shah-Aulum, in fadt, fufped;ed 
his minifter to have been influenced on this occafion more by an at- 
tention to his own mterefts than that of his fovereign, as the vizir, 
previous to his departure, publicly beftowed on Nujulf Khan the 
Ncabut"^ of the vizarut. This fufpicion was diligently fofliered in 
the king’s mind by the fuggcflions of Mujud Al Dowla, who now 
began to acquire an afcendancy over his majefty ; and being jealous 
of the authority and influence of Nujuff Khan, refolved to oppofe 
him in every thing. The minifler had long entertained hopes of that 
very appointment ; but baffled in his exertions to attain it, he repre- 

* The dcputyfhip of the office of vizir, or his rcprefentative at the court of Delhi. 

je 2 
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fented hi8 rival aJ a perfon defirous of advanang his own authonty 
over that of his mafter Nujuff Khan, however, had too powerful 
a party at court, as well as in the camp, to be eafily fupplanted ; and 
the war agamft the Jauts requiring immediate attention, his majelly 
appeared latisfied with the cxcufes offeird by Nujuff Khan 

Tlfe army again affembled, and the captain general led it without 
delay agamft the fort of Deig, the only place of confequence that 
lemamcd to the Jauts Nujuff Khan havmg invefted the fort on all 
fidcs, and completed the blockade, detached a fmall portion from 
his mam body throughout die adjacent country, and reduced many 
of the 2^emmdar5 to obedience 

While the army lay before Deig an embafty amved in camp, 
fcnt by the vizir Afuff A 1 Dowla That young prmcc, who fuc- 
ceeded to the Mufnud of Shuja A 1 Dowla, was eighteen years of 
age. On his acceflion, it was deemed advifeable to requeft of Shah- 
Aulum a confirmation of his patent of the vizarut in his own name 
For this purpofe, liluj Khan, a favourite fervant, was deputed to 
Delhi, attended by a fplendid fuile and canymg with him fifty 
lacks of rupees as a paifliculh After a Ihort ftay m the camp, he 
proceeded on to the capital, w here his fuccefs at firft fell fliort of his 
cxpedlations The king did not appear inclined to expedite the pa- 
tent , and under various jirctences delayed giving a dircdl anfwer — 
But a fevere misfortune which at this time befel his majefty’s arms, 
caufed an mimcdiate and ready affent Zabita KJian had again be- 
come refradtoiy, and refufed to forward the ftipulatcd tribute to the 
to>'al trcafuiyi and was now prepared to fupport his rebellion by 
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force of arms, Abdul CafTcm Khan, on the part of the king, was 
ordered to marcli an army to attack the rebel. ZabitaKhan, who 
poficd m GhofcGhui, hearing of that nobleman’s approach, 
mnichcd boldly out, and offered him battle. A dcfpciate conjflicfl; 
cn filed, and the event was on the point of proving favourable to the 
royal forcc'^, wlitn a body of Patan horfe, \sho had been planted in 
an ainbufcade b}'' Zabifa Khan at the commencement of the adlion, 
came fuddcnly out of (he place, and fell upon the rear of the king’s 
troops with fuch fury as totally to difeomfit them. The general was 
llain whilft cndciw curing to rally his men ; and his fall threw the 
tioops into fuch difordcr, that it was \Mth great difliculty Mujud A 1 
Dow la, who fuccccdcd to the command, was enabled to make good 
his retreat with a \cry fmall party. Zabita Khan re-entered his fort 
in triumph. 

Accounts of this fatal difafler arriving at court, created ihegreateft 
conflcmation and difmay. Fortunately, how'e\cr, for Shah-Aulum, 
at this critical moment he was relieved by the appearance of Lutaufut 
Khan, one of tlic vizir’s ofliccis, who brought along with him a 
body of 5000 troops, and .1 train of artillciy, for the king’s ufe. 
This falutary aid proved of the higlieft Icrvicc ; and being relieved 
from any apprehenfions for the prefent, the court determined to 
gratify the vizir for the cflential fcrvice he had rendered. A patent 
w^as immediately made out, accompanied with the infignia of office 
and valuable prefents; and the whole w^ere fent off with much pomp 
and folemnity under the charge of four commiffioners named by the. 
king foj this exprefs purpofe. 
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Dunng tlicfc tranfaftions, Nujuff Khan was fhll employed before 
Deig that fortrefs, which was uncommonly llrong and defended 
by a numerous gamfon, contmued for mojt than a twelvemonth to 
bid defiance to the efforts of Nujuff Khan The repeated and 
bloody aflaults which were made by the gamfon had, howeier 
much weakened their force, and the healtli of the Jaut pnnee bc- 
gmmng to dcclme, he entertained thoughts of fubmiffion; but before 
he had time to execute his refolution, he was burned off by death 
Runjeet Sing, his brother, fucceeded to the command he was wilbng 
to contmue the defence to the laft extremity; but proinfions gromng 
fcarcc, his troops mutinied, and he was compelled to withdraw 
privately from the fort 

Accordingl} , availuig himfclf of the opportunity of an extreme 
dark night, and taking with him his famdy and treafures, accom- 
panied by the greater part of the gamfon, he effeSed his efcape 
On tlie enfuing morning, the king’s troops, who were prepared for 
an affault, were aflonifhed to find the walls unmanned, and no ap- 
pearance of rcfiflance The general at firfl fufpedled a ftratagem ; 
but on a clofer mfpeflion perceiving the rebels had adlually retired, 
he entered and took poffeffion 

A great quantitj of ammunition and florcs, with a train of ar- 
tillery were taken, but not mueli plunder, which circumftancc cx- 
afpetalcd the troops, and induced them to commit aU forts of vio- 
lence upon the dcfencclcfs inhabitants Not content with infulting 
them, they proceeded to attack their Pagodas, where they broke and 
dcmolifhed the idols, m ipite of the prayers and intrcatics urged by 
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the poor wretches in behalf of their altars. On the eapture of Deig, 
all the remaining part of the Jaut country fubmitted ; and as heavy 
fines weie impofed by the general upon the different Zemindars, he 
continued to fill his tieafury, which enabled him to difcharge the 
arrears of his troops ; at the fame time he ordered a general rejoicing 
throughout the camp. 


The embaffy afore mentioned arriving at the fame time, Nujuff/ 
Khan availed himfelf on the occafion to fhew his refpedt to the 
vizir, by entertaining the commiflioners in the mofi: fplendid man- 
ner. He feafted them for feveral days, and then difmiffed them 
with additional prefents. 

^ I 

The conquefi: of the Jauts being now complete, Nuj’uff Khan 
diredled his attention to the colledlion of the revenues, and in re^ 
forming die abufes which had prevailed during the war. But in the 
midfi: of his arrangements, he was fuddenly called off by letters re- 
ceived’ from Delhi, which required his immediate prefence at that 
city. Zabita’Khan, whofe fuccefs, as already related, had inflamed 
his refentment and excited his ambition, was refolved to perfift m 
his rebellion, and adlually threatened Delhi with a fiege. Previous, 
however, to proceeding to open hoffilities, he augmented his aimy, 
and took into his pay large bodies of Seih. 

He foimed, moreover, connecflions with fome of the principal 
chiefs of that nation ; and m order to render this alliance the more 
effedtual, he embraced the tenets of this extraordinaryTedl,- and be- 
came a convert to their faith. The'part which the Seiks have borne 
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in the tranfadions of later times m the upper parts of Hmdoftauh, 
juftify an attempt to defcnbe their ongm and progreflive advance- 
ment to authonly jn the empire 

During the reigns of Akbar, Jcbanguirc, Shah Jehan and Au- 
rengaeeb, the annals of Hindolhiun exhibit a fenes of events and 
briUiant aflions which raifed the empire to the firft Ration m the 
hiftory of Alia Emulating the conduiS of their founder the great 
Timoor, thofe princes whilft th<y trod m his Reps rendered their 
domimont flouriRiing and their people happy, and the power of tha,t 
augufl famdy appeared eflabhflied on fo fohd a baCs as to bid de- 
fiance to the fludhiating and cdpnaous changes of fortune., but the 
feeds of diflblution and decay were internally generated even m the 
height of their predpenty and the indolence, folly and effeniinncy, 
of the princes of later times, overthrew the fabnek of pouer, and 
buned the authority of the houfc of Timoor under its ruins Out 
of the fliipwreck of its former grandeur, ieverai new and inde- 
pendent Rates arofe To the Setis, among others, may fic afligned 
an interefling Rationj obfeurc m their ongin,m a remotepart of the 
province of Lahoor, this tribe had nothing hut novelty to recom- 
mend itfelf or attrad; notice 

In the reign of the Emperor Baber, Nantci Sbab, founder of the 
tnbe, was bom at a fmall village named T ulbmdcc, in the province 
of Laboorj at an early period of life, this cxtraordmaiy perfon, who 
poflelfed a good capaaty and amiable manners, forfook the w orld, 
and dev oted himfclf to a life of religious auRcriQ' In this rcclufc 
Rate, Tided by the effufions of a fervid imagination, Nanick fiamed 

I 
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a fyftem of religion, compofed from the fpeculative and contempla- 
tive theories of Mufliulman divinity-, which he delivered to his nu- 
merous followers as of divine origin. ' This book he termed Gur- 
runt, which, in the Punjabee dialed:, implies fcriptural. Nanick, 
after reaching his nintieth year, expired peaceably, and was buried* at 
Ami It Seer, where his tomb to the prefent day attracts the attention., 
and animates the piety of his numerous difciples^ He left two. 
childien, Hucfmi Dofs and Sree Chund. 

At his death, Nanick Shah, with a view to render permanent his 
new fyjflem, ordained that the fucceffion fliould be eledivc and not 
hereditary, an ordination which, as it precluded the fupreme au- 

I 

tbority from remaining in one family, placed the benevolent and' 
diiinterefted views of the, founder in a light truly amiablfe. Sree 
Chund, who found means to fecure his eledion, prelided over the 
tribe for feveral years, and, at his death, Angajee fucceeded. But 

t 

this cuflom, though it obtained for fome time, was at length fet 
afide, and. Gooroo Ram was, the lirft who efiablilhed an hereditary 
fucceffion. 

The tribe continuing to increafe by the vaft number of converts 
which It had acquired, hadf not hitherto attradted the notice of the 

f 

neighbouring powers j occupied in paying a fcrupulous adherence to 
the laws and ordmations of their founder, the Seiks were looked' 
upon as harmlefs, inoffenlive devotees; but the period was at 
hand when they were to adl a different part, and to contend with 
vigour againft imperial authority. Teigh Behadur, whofe adtions 
and misfortunes render his name meniorable, was. the firff who- took 
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np arms agamft the officers of Aurengzeeb, till after many bloody 
encounters with the kmg’s troops^ he was at length overcome, taken 
prifoncr, and put to death His fucccflbrs, animated by revenge, 
continued a predatory war with the defendants of Aurengzeeb, 
and, during the llruggle, the Seiks acquired a conliderable addition 
of territory Among the moll memorable of thefe chiefs, was 
Bundah, who, after a long and fevere conteft, was taken pnfoner, 
earned to Delhi, and there fuffiued with heroic fortitude an igno- 
mimous death • 

In the reign of Ahumud Shah the tnbe became very formidable 
Profiting by the difturbances which then prevailed in every part of 
the empire, the Seiks agam made head againll the government, and 
■with far better fuccefs They conquered the whole of the Punjab) 
(or country included within tlie five nvers which fall into the Indus) 
and even pulhed their arms beyond it 

In the lafl: reign (Aulum Geer the Second) their dominions were 
bounded on tlie weft by the countiy of Cabul, and extended eall- 
ward to the vicinity of Delhi, north by a range of high moun- 
tains, and to the fouthweft'they embraced the province of Moultan 
md the city of Tatta, fituated on the banks of the Indus Lahoor, 
the capital of Punjab, was felcdlcd as their chief city of refidcncc, 
and as fuch has fince continued They poflefs many large towns, 
and among the principal are tliofc of Puttiali, Humal, Loch Ghur, 

• Sec a partlcijlir accoont of iWi enterpnfing chief in Captajn Scoo « fcood wlumc 
of the HUlory of Deccan. Aracle Fuml Sen- 
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Seihind, Shahabad, and Tanaller. The Seik territories are faid to 
contain prodigious quantities of cattle, liorfes, oxen, cows, and 
llieep ; and grain of various kinds is produced in abundance. The 
precious metals are very fcarce ; and their trade is for that reafon 
chiefly Gained on by barter, efpecially in the manufad:unng towns. 


At Pattiali they make excellent cloth, and fire arms, fuperior to 
mofi: parts of Hindoflaun. The colled:ed force of the Seiks is im- 
menfe, they being able to bring into the field an army of 250,000 ^ 
men, a force apparently terrific, but, from want of union among 
themfelves, not much to be dreaded by their neighbours. Divided 
into diflindl diftridts, each chief rules over thepoition appropriated 
to him with uncontroled fway j and tenacious of bis authority, and 

* The following tabic, which was delivered to the author by a Seik chief when at 
Pannepat in 1793-4, will exhibit the fituadon pf the different chiefs at that period. 

Men 
12, GOTO 

22,000 

14.000 

12.000 

I 2,000 

24.000 

22.000 

40.000 

70.000 

20.000 


Beejee Sing - _ . - » - 

Tanah Sing - _ - - , - 

Jeffah Sing - _ - - - . 

Kurrun Sing (of Shahabad) - - - - - 

Jeffah Sing (of Ramghur) . * - _ - 

Jundut Sing (of Amnt Seer) - - - - ✓ - 

Khofal Sing (of Fuxoolah Pore) _ _ - - 

Hem Sing (on the confines of Moultan) - - - ^ - 

Runjet Sing (of Loeh Ghw) - - - - - _ 

Shahur Sing (of Pattiali), Loll Sing, Jufwaunt Sing (of Nawbeh), Gu^ppf 
Sing (of Chunda), and other chiefs . _ _ - 

T^ital 


248,000 
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jealous -of his brethren, it fcldom happens that this nation makes an 
■united leffort • 

The Seiks are armed n ith a fpear^ feymetar, and excellent match- 
lock Then: horfes are ftrong very patient under hardlhip and 
undergo incredible fatigue The men arc accuflomed to charge 
on full gallop, on a fudden they flop, difcharge their pieces with a 
dehberate aim when ifuddcnly wheeling about, after performing 
three or four turns, they renew the attack Tllie fhock is imprcffiie 
•when offered only to infantry, hut againflartillciy they cannot Hand 
It IE a fad well known and rilabhfhed, that a few field pieces is 
fuffiaent to keep in check their moft numerous bodies Inured 
from their infancy to the hardfhips of a mihtary life, the Stiks arc 
addidled to predatory warfare, m a manner peculiar to themfelvcs 
alone When determined to mvade a neighbouring provmcc, they 
affemble at firft m fmall numbers on the frontier when having firfl 
demanded the rakt or tnbute, if it be comphed with, they retire 
peaceably but when this is demed, hoftihtics commence, and the 
Seiks, m their progrefs, arc accuflomed to lay wafle the country on 
all Cdes, carrymg along with them as manj of the mhabitants as 

* The alarm once exated in the Britiih gpvcrnmtnt of the formidable pow e r bf this 
nation, might be obviated by obfcrving, that the dlfcordant and cWblng Intcrdh of the 
refpeiQivc ScDc chief* pro cm almoft the poflIbUity of a general union , and even if dif 
pofed to attack the temtory of oor ally, the vizir, they ^vould be ncceffitrtcd to keep a 
watchful eye over thar own temtone*, which wx>uld be left open to invafion from Uic 
north- It h vrcll known that Zemaun Shah, the king of Cabul, u dcTirous of fharlng 
in the fertile province of Punjab, and cfpccially of getting poifentoo of Labour, empha- 
tically termed the key of Hlndoftaun- HU late attack at the end of 1796, u a proof 
of this af&ittort. 2 
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tliey can take prifotiers, and a-11 the cattle. The prifoncrs are de- 
tained as flaves^ iinlefs redeemed, by a 'pecuniary compenfati on.- — 
But though fond of plunder, the Seiks, in the interior parts of their 
country, pr'cfervcjgood order, and a regular government : and the cul- 
tivation 'of their lands is attended with much affiduity. Their revenues 
are collected at two ftated periods of fix months each; and by an 
equitable adjuftment between the proprietor and cultivator, the 
latter is allowed a fiftli part as the reward of his labour. 

Of their religion much information has not as yet been acquired ^ 

s 

but It has been remarked bynn ingenious and fpirited hiflorian, that 
in 'the adl of receiving profelytes, they compel them to the perfoi- 
mance of an adt equally abhorrent to the principles of the Hindoo 
Cr Mahommedan faith Yet, notwithfianding the nature of their 
ceremofiies, it is certam tliey continue to gain numerous converts, 

* 

The Seiks, irl their perfons, are tall, and of a manly eredt de- 
portment; their afpedl is ferocious, their eyes piercing and anima- 
ted ; and in tracing their features a finking refemblance is obferva- 
ble to the Arabs who inhabit the banks of the Euphrates. The 
drefs of the males confifls of a coarfe cloth of blue cotton, thrown 
loofely over the'lhoulders, and coming down between the legs, is 
confined round the waifi: by- a belt of cotton. An ample turban of 
blue cloth covers the head,-, and over this is frequently wore a fafli of 
filk and cotton mixed, refembling both in colour and pattern a Scotch 

i 

By 'Obliging tbe MuflTulmaun to drink ’i^ater, in which fottie Seiks have waflied 
their feet, mixed With hog’s blood, &nd the Hindoo witli that of a cotv. See Captain 
Scott, Vol. II. article Fun ok Seen 
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Tartan They fpeah the Aufghaun or Poollito language, with pro- 
Iific additions of Perfian, Arabic, and Hindoovee • 

From this digrcffion let us proceed to relate the tranfaftions at court 
Shah-Aulum, who was enraged at Zabita Khan for his repeated adls 
of infolence and diCelpedi, refolved to take the field in perfon, and 
had for this purpofe, as above remarked, ordered the captain general 
from Deig On the mimficr’s amvaJ, the king marched out and 
encamped 

At a fecret conference held on the occafion, it was rcfdvBd, pre- 
vious to conamenang holMitics, to make one effort to perfuade the 
rebel to return to his duty; though had a retrofped of his former 
oondudf been taken, they would hate forefeen the infuffiacncy of 
any but refolute meafutes Agreeably to this rtfolve. Rajah Dai- 
eram, Himmut Bebadur and Lutafut, were fent to Sebauninpoie to 
treat and offer termsj but for fear of an unfuccefsful iffue, the king 
and the general followed with the army The deputation at firff 


• In the year 1793 4, iBc lotbor Tns atPanneput In company mth Major Charic* 
Rcynoldi, of the Bombay dlabJi/broent, employed by the Bntllh government on a fiirvcy 
through the -Doo Ah , the rcfult of which, when communicated to the public, will no 
doubt prove a valuable addltiail to the geography already acgidrcd* At that time he law 
a body of Sclha then in the fcrvlcc of the great SIndlah , they were about one tbou^nd 
in number, under the cooraund of Doolchec Sing, from wbofc brotber moll of the In 
formation above tnentianed waa received. The author baa to apologifis fia- giving a 
ttetch fo imperlcfl though he u happy to learn there !i another and 6r better account 
already bclbrc the public from the late Colonel James Browne, of the Bengal eflabblb 
toent, but which account the author bar not fen. The account here pven llandi merely 
on hli own relearcbes. 


1 
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gave hopes of a peaceful termination. A conference tooh place be- 
tween the captain general, Miijud A1 Dowla, and Zablta Khanj but 
unhappily a mifimderftandmg arofe, , which pioceeded to violent 
altercation on both hdes. Whether Zabita Khan, who was of a. 

turbulent and haughty, fpir it, could not -brook the manner of the 

* 

king’s raimfters, who talked m a high hrain, or whether he was 
determined at all events on refiftance, has not been clearly afcertained. > 
From whatever caufe it arofe, he was obferved as he came out of the 
tent to be uncommonly agitated ; and without waiting for the 
minifters to accompany and introduce him, repaired diredtly to the 
royal tent. Having paid his refped:s to the king, he withdrew to / 
his own camp ,• and fuddenly, without afligning any reafon for fuch 
a condudl, hruck his tents and went into fort. NotwithHandmg fo 
glarmg and infolent a conduct, the king did not proceed to the im- 
mediate- punifhment of the rebel. On the contrary,- he w^as per- 
fuaded,' through the mediation of Lutafut, who, it is afferted, was . 
bribed largely on the occafion, to pardon him. Zabita Khan was,: 
therefore, invited to court, and, on promifing fubmiffion, was again . 
confirmed in his government of Sehaurunpore^. The amiy retumecL; 
to D.elhi. , 
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CHAP VI 

'Revolt of the Rajah of JrpoBtE-^-Surf/^S Account of the Rnncipa 
hues of OoDipoRE — JquDPORE and JypoE-E — The King 
marches to J\ pore — i^Narnoul and Dhansnit — 
Difgrace o/’Mojno Al Dowea — Death of Pnnce Furk 
HINDA Bukht — Death and Charahler of 'tdisiVYT Khar 

ON the return of the royal army to Delhi, NujufF Khan, whoi 
had lately been appointed to the government of Agiah, repaired to 
that province about this tune news amved at court of the death of 
Madhoo Sing, ruler of Jyporc, and of the acceffion of Pertaub 
Sing, a youth of twelve years of age, to his father’s government 
The confiderable (hare which this pnnce bore in the tranfaiflions of 
the court of Delhi, juftify our takmg a retrolpeflive view of the 
provinces of Oudiporc, Joudpore, and Jypore, or the countries de- 
nominated by geographers Rajpootana * 

When the Moguls firft entered Hindodiun, they found the inha- 
bitants in general effeminate and luxurious, and in confequence in- 
capable of oppofing with effedt thofe hard) bands who at firfl under 
Zingis Klian, and afterwards bis defeendant, the Great Timoor, ac- 

• Confult the excellent memoir of a map of Hiotloflaun bj Major Rennrl ro rrbom 
the author bcgilcatc to return hit thanks for hli llbctaJ and polite attention tn permit 
Ing him to copy the map prefixed to thu \xilutne 
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quired a fucceffion of conquefts, and finally laid the foundation 'of 
the Mogul empire in Hindoflaun in the perfon of Baber, fixth in 
defcent from Timoor, 

But however competent to overturn the Patan government, they 
found it more difficult to fubdiie the great Rajpoot principalities. — 
The princes of thofe countries, who were the aboriginal fovereigns 
•- of Hindoftaun, inherited from their anceftors a high and warlike 
fpirit, which, added to the natural advantages of their fituation, in 
countries furrounded by high mountains and interfedted by narrow 
vallies and numerous defiles, rendered hazardous a foreign invafion. 
The Rajpoot princes therefore continued long to refill: with effedt the 
valour and difcipline of the Mogul troops j and the different fove- 
leigns of the houfe of Timoor, after repeated, but ineffedtual, 
flruggles to reduce them by force, were in the end neceffitated to 
adopt a method more conciliatory. The firR princes of the race of 
Timoor not only invited them to the capital, and heaped upon them 
honours and dignities of all kinds, but were accuftomed to inter- 
marry with their families, a circumftance, which, if the tenacious 
adherence of the Hindoos to preferve their blood pure and unconta- 
minated be confidered, would appear difg raceful ,* but an alliance 
with the fovereign was, among the Hindoos, deemed honourable by 
the ancient ufages of their country. 

The great acquifition of intereft thus obtained by the Rajpoot 
princes, the fecurity of their poffeffions, and, above all, the profpedt 
of their defendants mounting the throne, were motives that infured 
a cheerful acquiefcence m the propofed alliances, and abated their 

M 
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ardent love of independence, and contributed to render them con- 
tented in their tributaiy Rate Accordingly, during the reigns of 
Jehanguire, Shah Jchan, and Auiengzeeb, the Rajpoot princes, 
were gradually allied to royal blood * 

Rajpootanab-]-, or country of the Rathorc Rajpoots, in the im- 
perial regifter is included in the province of Agimen: From Jypore, 
one of the principal aties, it extends 1 68 cofes J to its north wcllem 
boundary of Bekancer, a city which fkirts the confines of the defart; 
to the eaflward it extends 150 coles, and is bounded on that quarter 
by Agrah ; weft by the city of Debalporc, on the banks of die Sutt- 
luz , and fouth by the province of Guzerat 

The principal river, the Puddar, nfes in the mountainous part of 
the country and, after traverfing a sail extent, is difebarged into 
the fca, near the gulph of Kutch 

Within the afore-mentioned traft are the cities of Oudipore, Joud- 
porc, and Jypore, including the ftrong fortrefles of Chcitorc and 
Rintimporcj the former memorable for refilling the arms of the 
emperor Akbar and the latter for having afforded an afylum to the 
families of Shah Jehan and Aurengzeeb, nhen in rebellion againft 
their parents Thefc countries abound m cotton, opium, indigo, 

• See Dor- * Hindolbun — fejjhtu 

t In thtf detenpuon the author has at-ailcd hunfclf of a Perftan MS Intillcd 
HudttiaAI ihavlffa ora gcographtal account of fcveral of the piincipal citJc* and 
prmincesof Hindoftaun. It hr-ntten b) a Icaracd natitc, and contains much ctlnoua 
and ulcful Infornutiom 

^ Cots II equal to ttvo Bntlth miles — 
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tobacco, and grain of various kinds, naoft of winch articles are ex- 
ported to Ahiimudabad, the capital of Guzerat, which returns the 
manufactures of Europe and Perlia. They have alfo a breed of ex- 
cellent hoifes, which are in general life among the Marhatta armies. 
While the empire flouriflied, the revenues of the Agimere province 
were eftimated at twenty-fix millions ; and the different Rajahs, when 
united, could bring into the field an army of 200,000 men, a force 
truly formidable, and which proved frequently fatal to the Mogul 
princes, even in the zenith of theij: power and authority. To con- 
clude oiir remarks on thfs fingular people, in the words of a fpiiited 
hiftorian^, “ their fituation enabled them to retaliate injuries in the 
“ center of the empire, but attached to their foil, as ground on 
“ which their deities as well as their anceflors had lived, few of 

their princes had been ambitious of increafing their teiritory.’* 

Towards the clofe of the lafi: century, Jyfing, a prince no lefs 
celebrated for his warlike talents than for his reputation as a philofo- 
pher and a cultivator of the arts, founded the modern city of Jypore, 
which he called Jynagghar. It is fituated in the cential parts of 
Rajpootanah, and about 140 miles weft of Agrah. The town is 
handfome and well built j the houfes aie of ftone, and the ftreets, 
which are large and fpacious, interfed; each other at right angles. A 
citadel, which commands the town,^is built upon a fteep rock, around 
which extends a chain of fortifications four miles in circumference. 
In the town is to be feen an obfervatory, eredled by the prince afore- 
mentioned, to which, during his life time, many eminent and 


^ Orme’s Hiftoncal Fragments 
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learned men were mvited, where the fcicnce of 
liduouflj cultivated 


[a d 1779 
aftronomy was af- 


This city has of late years increafed in commerce and opulence , ' 
for fince the communication through the province of Lahoor has 
been flopped by the Seiks, the merchants from the north have been 
accuflomed to enter Hmdoftaun by the route of Jyporc Rock fait, 
uon, and copper, are found in the province^ and its revenues are 
eftimated at five millions flerling 

t 

The inhabitants arc wholly Hindoos, and their manners are reprc- 
lented by travellers to be hofpitablc and unafletSed Since the death 
of Jyfing, who may be conCdered as the founder of the prefent fa- 
mily, there has been a fucceffion of four pnnees * Purtaub Sing, 
who as already remarked was a minor in the hands of his guar- 
dians, from inevpcncnce was mcapable of governing and entirely 
under the guidance of others During the late diflurbances, his 
miniflers taking advantage of the abfence of the royal army, had 
negleifled to fend to court the cuftomary tnbute, which Shah-Aulum 
was dctcrmuied to punifli He accordingly alfcmbled the army, the 
command of which was given to the Nawaub Mujud AI Dowla 
fills nobleman, eager to gratify his own ambition, had long beheld 
with impatience the authority oT NujulF Khan he thought the pre- 
fent opportunity favourable to his views; and the abfcnce of the 
captain general, who was employed in the Agrah province, gave him 
hopes of cllablifliing his afcendancy over the mind of his fovcrcign. 


Jyfin- SewaH, Alfcn Sin^ Pndii S n- Madheo Sin-^ 
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and by the redudion of the Jypore country fix himfelf in power 
without controuL 


The army being afiembled, Mujud A1 Dowla, accompanied by 
the king marched againfi: Rcwari, a large town m the dominions 
of Pertaub Sing, the place after a fiiort refifi:ance fubmitted, as did 
alfo the forts of Narnoul and Dhanfncy-. The fuccefs of thefe 
operations induced Mujud A1 Dowla to carry the king to a greater 
diftance, and to propofe to his majefiy to extend his circuit through 
the provinces of Agimere, under pretext of paying his devotions at 
the fhrine of a Mahomedan faint. This plan which was to fepa- 
late the king from NiijufF Khan, would in all probability have 
fucceeded, had not a circumftance occurred which baffled his 
fchemes, and led in the end to important confequences. Nujuff 
Khan hearing of the late fuccefies, and perceiving the increafed in- 
fiuence of Mujud A1 Dowla, ventured on aperfonal vifit to the royal 
camp ; and leaving the care of Agrah to his friend Mahomed Beg 
Khan, he began his march towards Jypore. The minifters of Per- 
taub Sing, after the lofles afore mentioned, finding farther refiftance 
vain, now made overtures of fubmifflon in the name of then 
mailer, and a negociation accordingly commenced. A large pailli- 
Gulh was offered on the part of the young Rajah, and profef- 
fions of loyalty and attachment in his future condudl — Pending 
this treaty, Nujuff Khan, who w^as informed of the circumfiance, 

refolved it Ihould not be terminated until his own arrival. He 

/ 

therefore, difpatched an exprefs to the king, requelling that the treaty 
Ihould not be concluded \vithout him ^ and on his own authority 
forbade the Jypoie Vakeel to proceed any farther in the affair, Com-i^^ 
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mands diftatfd m terms fo forcible had tlic defired effedl. and Shah- 
Aulum was compelled to acquaint Mujud A1 Dowla of his ac- 
quiefccnce m the demands of his rival 


In a few days the army of Nujuff Khan amied in the neigh- 
bourhood of the royal camp and to do the genera] honour, his ma- 
jcfly fent his tlnrd fon, the Prince Yezdan Bukht, to meet andcon- 
du(ft him to the prefence A private conference rvas held on the 
occafion, and Mujud A1 Dowla was convinced that the authonty of 
his rival was too powerful to be overthrown PerMub Sing was now 
ordered to repair to the royal camp and on prefenting an offering 
of fire lacks of rupees, received his majefty’s pardon, and was rc- 
ftored to the gosemment of the Jyporc proMnee The army then 
returned to Delhi, where Nujuff Khan foon after his amval, cele. 
brated tlie nuptials of his youngetl: daughter with tlic Nawaub 
Nujuff Cooly Khan I he marriage was honoured by the kmg’s 
prefcncc, and m a few dajs after Nujuff Khan returned to Agrah 


During the remainder of the current year, little occurs at Delhi 
worthy of notice , but the enfuing feafon exhibited a new fccnc of 
adlion, and occafioned a confidcrablc alteration on the face of af- 
fairs at court Tlic Sciks, who for fevcral years had confined them- 
felvcs to their own territories, now fuddcnly appeared in great 
numbers on the frontiers A great force under different leaders 
liasing affcmblcd entered the king’s territories, and commenced 
their ufual coiirfe of plunder and deraflation They foon pene- 
trated as far as Carnal, a large aty ico miles north of the capital 
Of this they took pofTcflion, and difpcrfed their parties in vanous 
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direiflions to overrun the piovince of Delhi. To repel this daring 
invafion, Mujud A 1 Dow la, accompanied by Fuikhmda Bukht, a 
prince of the royal family, w-ereoidered to take the field. Twenty 
thoufand men, with a refpedtable tram of artillery, were foon ready 
to march. Advancing by eafy marches along the weflem bank of 
the river Jumna, the loyal arm}’- reached Carnal without interruption.. 
At this place Run]eet Sing and Deo Sing, two of the principal leaders 
of the Seiks, difpafched a vakeel to camp with offers of fubmif* 
fion. They promifcd a puiflicufli of three lacks of rupees, and to 
rccal their afiociates fiom their predatory incurfions. Mujud A 1 
Dowda acqiiicfceing in the propofal, thofe chiefs ivere diredted to 
atiend the loyal army in its futuic progrefs Accordingly hav- 
ing evacuated the town of Carnal, they joined the mmifler. From 
Carnal, Mujud A 1 Dowla advanced to Puttiali, a towm 60 cofes 
noith of the latter, and fituated on the Seik frontier. That place 
was defended by Amur Sing, who with a numeious garrifon, and 
abundance of provifions, refolved to fudain a fiege. Amur Sing 
had, how'cvcr, otlier motives for refidance, he w-as aw'are that a large 
reinforcement of Seiks had left Lahore, and might dioitly be ex- 
pedted at Puttiali ; nor was he wuthout hope that even in the event 
of their non-arrival, and the town being haid preded, but that he 
drould be able to gain over the minider to his views, by the aid of 
all-powerful gold. However this might have been, Mujud A 1 
Dowla befieged the place in form ; but many days had not elapfed,, 
when It was announced to the army, that a negociation for peace 
was in tram, Amur Sing confenting to become tributary, commif- 
fioners were appointed on both lides to draw up an amicable treaty. 
The confeiences accordingly commenced but an adt of treacheiy 
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on the part of the Seiks, and m which it was fufpefled the miniller 
had a confiderable lhaic, fuddenly diiTolved the meeting To re- 
late with prccifion the circumftanccs which led to this breach of 
faith, uc muft recolledl that the Seik chieftains, who had fubmittcd 
at Carnal were hill in the royal camp They having received ad- 
vice of the expedled reinforcement of tlieir countrymen being near 
at hand, fent notification of it to Amar bing at tlie fame tune ad- 
vifing tliat chief by fome means or other to break off the treaty then 
pending ' 

Agreeably to tins information Amar Sing exhibited to the com- 
miflioncrs many fliuffling evafions and pretexts,, and to this was 
added an haughty and contemptuous behaviour, which could not be 
miftaken Rajah Daieram, the chief commiffioner, perceiving his 
drift, qmtted the town of Pattiali, and with Jus affociates returned 
to camp 

Meanwhde the traitors there endeavoured by fiudied refpedt to 
preclude all fufpicion of their fidelity in the mind of the minifter 
Mujud A 1 Dow la faid nothing and his lhameful fupincnefs on this 
Dccafion m fuffenng the infults fullaincd by the royal commiflioners 
at Pattiali to pafs unnoticed, afforded additional proofs of Ins collu- 
fion in the difgraccful fcenc Early on the following morning, 
Runjeet Sing and his affociatc fuddenly left the camp a party was 
dircdlcd to go in purfint of themj this party liad fcarccly cleared 
the advanced polls of the armj, when they difeovered the van 
guard of an iramenfc holl of Selivs, who by forced marches had 
advanced thus far unnoticed At the Cunc infiant Amar Sing, of 

1 
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Pattiali, ifluing out of the fort, covered the retreat of the traitors, 
and with them fliortly after joined the troops from Lahoor. The 
Seiks now made a violent attack on all hdcs : accuftomed to a de- 
fultoiy mode of ^varfare, they charged the line in feveral parts at 
once, and by the fierecnefs of their onfet, threw the king's troops 
into confufion. The whole army would now have been facrificed 
had not die officei who commanded in the reai , by a well-diredled 
fire of his artillery, given a timely check to the enemy. The king’s 
tioops were, howevei, compelled to retire, and for four days made 
a difgraceful and difordeily ictreat. On the fifth day, the army 
reached Panmput, under the walls of which they encamped. Here 
the Seiks quitted them; and unfatiated with fuccefs, and fiercely 
thirfting for plunder, they divided into feparate columns, and 
eroding the Jumna, fpread dicmfelves over die upper parts of the 
Doo Ab, committing every where a(5i:s of cruelty, devafiation, and 
death. 


The late difgraceful feenes had excited in the army univerfal 
indignation againfi; Mujud A1 Dowla. On him the eyes of all 
men were bent; and numbers ferupJed not openly to accufe him 
of having been bribed by the Seiks to betray the king’s interefls, 
and devote his army to utter rum. If, indeed, it be confidered 
that a finer and better appointed army never marched from Delhi, 
that they were fluflied with recent fuccefies, and animated by the 
prefence of a prince of the blood ; that this army fiiould be incom- 
petent to fuftain the fhock of a tumultuous rabble, appeared incre- 
dible m the eyes of all meVi, and proved the reproaches thiown on 
the minifier to be ftridly merited. Even after the enemy had re- 
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tired, inftcad of remaining on the frontier to recoter his foldicrs 
from their late depreflion, he, as if panic ftnick, marched pre- 
cipitately to the capital, thereby leaving tlie whole country expofcd 
in his rear, and the wretched inhabitants a prey to the ravages of 
tbofe barbarous invaders But he was foon to receive a pumfhment 
adequate to his deferts 


Intelligence of this difaftrous event amving at Delhi, conllema- 
tion and difmay feized on all The king' was highly incenfed at 
the bafe condudt of Mujud AI Dovvlai and to prevent farther ill con- 
fequcnces, requned the immediate attendance of tlic captain general 
It was indeed high time for fome cffedlual interference On one 
hand the Seiks were filling the Doo Ab with outrage and devalla- 
tion, while on the other feveral of the Zemindars, availing them- 
felves of the confulion of the tunes, rofe in arms in many parts of 
the country 

The miniller, who by this time had reached Delhi, on his arrival 
laboured inceflantly to remove from the king’s mind all fulpicion 
of his fidehty He entered mto a long defence of his conduft, 
wherein he Attempted to prove that the late difafter was imputable 
not to his want of attachment, but to the common accidents of 
war j tliat for himfclf he had ever been one of tlie forcmoll in zeal 
and exertion for his majelly’s Icrvice 

Shah-Aulum, who was not m a condition as yet to refute the ar- 
guments of his miniftcr, (that nobleman’s guards liaving poirelTion 
of the palace) apparently accepted his apologies; but the fcquel 
a 
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inclined all thinking perfons to conclude, that the king was in his 
own mind refolved on his difgrace. It muft here be remembered 
that Mujud A1 Dowla, from his exteniive influence at court, had a 
flrong party in his favour in the army ; that he, moreover, was 
in poffellion of the king’s perfon and the citadel, and therefoie rd- 
folved to oppofe^iis enemies by force of arms. It was juflly 
feared that the contention between the rival chiefs would, to the 
citizens of Delhi, be attended with confiderable mifchief, if not of 
bloodflied. 


Thefe alarms, however, were happily fubdued by the condudl 
and dexterity of the captam general, who was now on his way to the 
capital. By means of his emiffaries, difperfed throughout the city, 
he, by large bribes and promifes of preferment, drew over to his own 
views the leading chiefs of the mimfter’s party. Secure on this 
head, he hefitated not to cany his defigns into inftant execution. 


On his arrival m the neighbourhood, the prince Furkhinda Bukht 
and Mujud A1 Dowla were oidered to meet and condudl the captain 
general to court. Prioi to Mujud A1 Dowla’s quitting the citadel, 
he received information of the intended combination him. 

He was told of the defigns of his enemies to feize him, and of the 
king’s acquiefcence and fecret indignation toward him ; finally, they 
recommended him to be upon his guard; and, in the flrongefl man- 
ner, urged him to remain with m the citadel, where, with the foice 
he pofTefTed, he might bid defiance to the united efforts of his ene- * 
mies. Staggered at the unexpedled intelligence, the mimfler for a 
moment paufed. But impelled by an unaccountable infatuation, he 
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relied on the king’s perfonal favour, and, maugrc the mtreatics of 
his fncnds, refolved to go on 


Scarcely had the prince’s retinue quitted the city, when Afrafiab 
Khan, a young foldier of fortune who had been bred m the camp 
and m the family of Zulficar A 1 Dowla, at thedicad of 500 horlc, 
feized on the gate thence proceeding to the citadel, he compelled 
the garrifon, who had been ftationed there by Mujud A 1 Dowla, to 
lay down their arms and evacuate the fort They obeyed the 
Ipinted youth then took pofleffion for Shah-Aulum m the name of 
Ins benefadlor The king having taken no notice of this tranladlion. 
It was fuppoled his majerty was apprifcd of the whole plan pnor to 
Its execution 


By this time the prince and Mujud AI Dowla had reached the 
camp of the captain general After a few complimentary ceremo- 
mes, the minillcr was informed that he was no more to vilit the 
king Fcrccivmg his difgrace incvilablc, he begged leave to return 
to his palace m the aty This was allowed, but a guard ivns fent 
along with him and Ihortly after the whole of his property, 
amounting to more than twenty lacks of rupees, teas feized, and 
conlifeated to the ufc of the captain general 

In a court fo fruitful of rcvoluuons as Delhi, tlic removal or death 
of a mmiftcr is in general viewed by the people with perfcdl apathy 
and indifflrcncc yet on this occafion, Mujud Al Dowlas condiidl 
in the late expedition had excited a difguft among all ranks j w hich, 
added to his former adls of rapacity and opprcflion to fupplj the 
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extravagance of the court, altogcthei rendered his difgrace juftly 
merited. 


Zulficar A 1 Dowlah, on his picfentation at court, was leccived 
h}'- Shah-Aulum %\ith marks of the moft afiedlionatc lefped:. In 
return lie made an oflering of four lacks of rupees, togethei with 
feme beautiful Perfian horfes for the ufc of the king’s liable. The 
palace of the late vizir Cummir Aldeen Khan was alTigned foi the 
rcfidcncc of the new minihcr, who from henceforth determined to 
fix his refidcncc at Delhi, 


The difmifiion of Mujud A 1 Dow la from all his employments 
occafioned fome alterations in the anangement of offices. At the 
recommendation of the captain general, the prince Mirza Juwaun 
Bukht was made fupcrintendant of the bathing apartments ; prince 
Furkhinda Bukht, Mecr Atufli, 01 Giand Mallei of Artillery, and 
his majefiy honoured the captain general himfclf with the high office 
of Vakeel Mutliick, or Abfolute Diiecfloi Geneial of the affans of 
the empire. 

The commencement of 1781 was taken up in preparations foi 
pumfliing the Sciks. That lawdefs banditti w’eie fiill lavaging the 
upper parts of the Doo Ab. To chafiifc tliem, Mirza Shuffice Khan, 
a young nobleman who polTeffcd great miJitaiy experience, was de- 
tached fiom the capital with a body of twelve thoufand men, and 
a fuitable train of artiller}’’. After croffing the Jumna, he went in 
queft of the enemy ; and aftei feveral ineffectual fkirmifiies and 
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a defultory warfare, he at laft brought them to a general and deafivt 
adion 

On the 1 5th of Auguft, under the walls of Meerut, he attacked 
them with great gallantly and Ipint the king’s troops, Ibmulated 
by the remembrance of their difgracc the preceding year, and bum- 
mg for rev-enge, exerted on this occafion their utmoft efforts to make 
an honourable amend Succefs crowned their wilhes m a total 
overthrow of the enemy with a terrible daughter Sahib Sing, their 
leader, with feieral other commanders of note, were dam on the 
fpot, and upwards of 5000 men Difpinted at this lofs, the Seiks re. 
turned m the utmod: confudon, eroded the Jumna with precipitation, 
and finally took refuge m their own temtories, which afforded rehef 
to the miferable inhabitants over whom for the fpace of feveral 
months they had exercifed the mod uncontrolcd and unbounded 
fevcrity 

After the vudoty Mirza Shuffee Khan humanely direfted lus 
attention to the didredcs of the inhabitants , and to afford them 
fohd proofs of lus bcneiolent intentions, be, m the name of his 
majedy, granted them a remifiion of taxes for a year 

Order being once more rcdored, he returned in triumph to the 
capital Had the adsamtages wcharx above detaded been purfued 
witli a vigour proportionate to the occafion, tlicre is no doubt but 
the mod fubdantial benefits would have acmed to thcrojal caufc 
The enemy were totally difpiritcd with their lodes j and by natural 
confequence, were at vanance with each other, and incapable of 
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refiflance. Heie then was a moft favouiable opportunity afforded 
for extending the king’s influence from the environs of his capital 
even to the Attock ; and of eflablifliing his authority on fo fecure 
and permanent a bafe as in futuie to have effedlually precluded all 
attempts of his ambitious neighbours, or, what was to him of more 
confequence, to keep within bounds his own lebellious fubjedts. — 
Unfortunately foi the ftate, thefe advantages were not followed up; 
nor could the prime mmifter be prevailed on to re-affemble the army 
for an invafion of the Punjab. He was now advancing in years, 
and had become indolent, to which it might be added the minifter 
could not without jealoufy behold the abilities and riflng fortunes of 
Mirza Shuffee Khan. High fpinted and adtive, that nobleman had 
gained the attachment of the foldiery m a ver)’’ uncommon degree ; 
and by adts of liberality and munificence, he -vyas careful to confirm 
them in their fentiments. 


Meanwhile, as the perfon moft fit for the appointment, Mirza 
Shuffai was nominated to the command of the frontier flation ; and 
accordingly having received his difmiflion from the piefence, atten- 
ded by a confiderable force, he repaired to the city of Panniput. 

About this time ambafladois from Lahoor arrived at court. — 
They brought letters of fubmiffion from the principal chiefs, which 
were accompanied by a large paifhcufh in money, and a promife of 
the payment in future of a regular tribute. The city of Carnal was 
likewife reftored to the king ; and the ambafladors moreover made 
a pecuniary compenfation for the Ioffes fuftained in the late in- 
vafion. 
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Shah-Aulum now celebrated the nuptials of his fecond fon, 
Prince AI bar Shah, with a princefs of tlie royal family The 
ceremony teas performed with mucli fplendour at the houfe of the 
minifter, i\ho took this opportunity of gratifying his mailer bj 
beFoinng liberal prefents on the new-mamed pair 

Toward the latter end of the current year, died tbc Pnnee Turfc- 
hinda Bukht His remains were interred in the maufolcum of 
Humaioon, the genend rcpoCtoiy of the alhes of the houfe of 
Timoor*^ 

"The death of the prince w as followed fliortly after by that of the 
minlller He had been much afflidled for fevcral preceding years 
with a fei ere rheumatic complaint This was incrcafcd by a com- 
plication of other diforders occalioned by an irregular mode of 
life, which at length inflamed his humours to fuch a degree of acn- 
mony as rendered life a burthen to him In this deplorable ilatc, 
he languilhed for fei’eral months, till m the month of Apnl 1782, 
he expired m the palace of Sefdar Jung, lincercly regretted by his 
fovcreign, who viilted him during his lilnefs, and lamented by the 
inhabitants of Delhi, who loved and revered him He was buned 
m the fepulchrc of All Mirdaun Khan 

Mirza Nujuff Khan Zulficar Al Dowla was a nauve of Perlia 
by the mother’s fide, he claimed his dclccnt from the royal houfe of 
Sefi, who, at the commencement of the prefent centuiy, fat on 


Vide AppawCx I 
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the thione of Perfia, When Nadir Shah ufurped that government, 
he put Under confinement all the relative branches of the royal fa- 
mily who remained. Among thofe wcfe the mother of Nujuff 
Khan ; fhe had two children, himfelf and a filler, named Khadeeja 
Sultaun. 

In 1746, Mirza Mohuffun, brother of Sefdar Jung, Soobadar of 
Oude, was fent on an embaffy to the Perfian court. By his inter- 
ceffion, the family obtained their liberty j when the mother, pre- 
ferring to remain in her native country, Mirza Mohuffun earned 
back into Hmdoflaun Mirza Nujuff Khan and his filler, at that 
time about thirteen years old. This princefs was fliortly after mar- 
ried to her deliverer, and had by him one fon, who, in procefs of 
time, became governor of Allahabad. In that flation Mahmud 
Cooli Khan, the perfon above mentioned, was, by order of Shuja 
A 1 Dowla, mofl bafely affaffinated 

Mirza Nujuff Khan, at the time of his nephew^s deceafe, was 
likewife in the vizir’s fervice. — BUt Shuja having taken an aver- 
fion to him, which moft probably arofe from an unworthy jealoufy 
of his fuperior accomplifhments, treated him in feveral inflances 
with marked difrefpedt. The high fpirit of Nujuff Khan could 
not brook thefe indignities, and accordingly quitted for ever the 
dominions of Oude. 

In the year 176a, he repaired to Patna, where Coflim All Khan, 

* At the fort of Jelaulabad, about five miles diftant from the city of Lucknow. 
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Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court That prince faking 
NujufF Khan into his fervice, he was promoted to the comiAand of 
a body of Mogul horfe He w-as employed during the war that 
foon after broke out between the Sooba and the Britilh 'government, 
and was prefent at the attack of Oudah Nullah and other places; 
and on aU occafions condudted himfclf with vigour, fpirit, and 
gallantry ' 

On the defeat of Shuja Dowla at the memorable battle of Buxar, 
and the total ruin of the affairs of the unfortunate Coflim, Mirza 
NujufF Khan being unwilhng to truif to the vizir*s clemency, 
fought an alylum m Boghdeund Here he remained until the treaty 
of Allahabad in 1765, when he was fent for by Shah-Aulum, and 
at bis recommendation, Lord Clive gave him apenCon of two lacks 
of rupees, chargeable on the revenues of the Corah provuice • 

On his majelfy’s retreat from Allahabad, NujufF Khan accom- 
pamed the court j and from that penod he rofe, as we have feen m 
the precedmg pages, to the firft offices and highelt honours in tlie 
ffate 

Mirza NujufF Khan, by his powerful mfluence, high military 
charafler, and unrclaxed attention to bufinefs, was ucll fitted to 
conduft the afiairs of the empire with a vigorous and Ifcady liand 
He reftored order and tranquillity to the almofl-ruuicd provinces 3 


Sec the itporti of the fcIcS committee. 
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•ind by his wile ad in initiation, recruited in a confidciablc degree 
the cxhauflcd finances, 

d'hough continually furrounded by numerous and warlike ene- 
mies, the abilities of tlic captain general \verc equal to the contet. 
By a Heady and iindcviating puifuit in his defigns, he at length 
triumphed over all his cnjmic*;, and reaped tlie fruits of his well- 
earned labours by cicifling for himfelf a noble principality. This, 
confiting of the province of Agrah, of which he was governor, 
the adjoining countries of Merut and Macheri, the whole of the 
faut territories, and greater part of the Doo Ab, altogether yielding 
a revenue of two millions tcrling. His eflabliflimcnt wms magni- 
ficent and extenfive ; and he lived in a manner w'orthy a prince. 

To great (kill in military aflairs, Nujuff Khan added the happy 
talent of being able to conciliate the attachment of his tioops 
in an uncommon degree. The foldiers admired his patience under 
advcrfiiy, his affability, generofity, and* manlmcfs of fpint ; and 
though, from a variety of circumtances, and the fludluating 
changes incident to an Afiatic army, they were not unfrcquently 
thrown into difcontcnt, and fomc times even to mutiny, NujufF 
Khan, on thefe critical occafions, never failed, by his addrefs and 
dexterity, to pacify the mot unruly without a diminution of his 
owm authority. — A rare and fortunate example. 

That no other perfon was equally capable to combine and keep 
togetlier fuch a variety of difcordant interets as the policy of an 
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Eaftem go\enimenl; ever exhibits, ivas effeftualij^ evinced in the 
examples of his fucceffors 

UpeSn the whole we may, ■mthjufticc, aferibe to -Nujuff Khan 
the charafter pf an able ftatefman, a flcilfiil commander, and a hu- 
mane and benevolent man Polite and afiable m his manners to 
all perfpns, which is indeed provcrbia’/ to his countrymen, he was 
generous to his dependants, and fhi&ly juft His death was de- 
feivedly regretted by Shah-Atdum, -who ccrtainlj owed to Mirza 
Hujufi" Khan a fituation more refpedlablc than he had before, or 
was hereafter, deftmed to experience * 

• The fbtejotng aceount of the fiuiuly of Nujuff Khan is aaaSud fitro a Peifian 
MS in the author*! potTcffion , it i# entitled Kbaxasvh Omreh^ or Biography of the 
Mogul Nobility, a work fretjoenely mentioiied by Onental hiftorlajii 
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CHAP. VII. 

i'.t Cov}{ Juhfe'juci'i lo i)->c Death <?/ Zulticar Al 
H 0 u* L A — A 1- R A s f A n Khan aj^pot med MnuJIci — DiJjcntioju 
an. '} // f* o G t* L Lq) d r — E/c i at ton of M r r z A S 1 1 u F f 1: 1: K ii A n 
— hutigitcs — Uc It n}Jaf]lnafid hej'ote Drig — Rc-appointnicfit of 
A r n A s I A n Khan-- RtJIcfi to ns . 

UNTIL Ni'ftifi'Khnn’b tlcalh, n flairs at coiiit, thoiigli at times in- 
terrupted by temporary di(Tcmions and difagrccmcnts betwixt the Mo- 
gul nobles, liad by the tuflivc vigilance of the captain-general been 
amicabl) fettled. But their turbulent fpnit, however, retrained 
during his life time, now biokc fortli witli a fury which was to- 
tally ungovernable. Hence in the fcquel of this Inflory we fliall 
be reduced to the painful nccellity of recording fcencs of violence, 
anarchy, and bloodflicd. Shah-Aulum ad\ancing in years, and 
diditutc of that energy and vigoui of mind fo ncccffaiy to flcm the 
torrent, was compelled as occafions demanded to yield to its force, 
and the unhapp)'" king, in the evening of life, had the moitifi cation 
to perceive his authority totally annihilated, and himfelf become a 
wretched pageant in the hands of his lebcllious fubjcifts. 

Among the principal competitois for power was Afrafiab Khan. 
This young foldicr, bred in the camp, and undei the eye of the 
late captain-general, had by'ihis militaiy talents acquired the affec- 
tions of the army. He was nominated to the poll of Ameer Al 
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Omrah His firft attention was judicioufiy direftcd to fccure tLe 
attachment of the different Mogul chiefs Among thefe Mirza 
Shuffee Khan was one of the moft powerful j his late fuccefs againll 
the Seiks, and his fituation m command of the frontiers, induced 
the mimftcr to treat him with extraordinary attention Afrafiab 
Khan, therefore, fent letters to that nobleman, cxpreflive of /the ut- 
moft cordiality, and recommended his vigilant attention to his 
charge on the frontiers Similar letters, were fent to the Nawaub 
Zabita Khan, ruler of Sehaurunpore The new mimfter being po- 
pular m the army, and a man of acknowledged refolution, it was 
thought he would have fecured acontmuation of his authbrity; but 
tin oppoCtion which arofe totally unexpcQed by him from an op- 
pofite quarter, not only for the prefent deprived him of his autho- 
rity, but even brought him to the vciy brink of rum 

To trace the caufe of this oppolition, we mull recur to the fitua- 
tion of the family of the deccafed minifler Nujuff Khan’s filler, 
the Princefs Khadejee Sultaun, was at this time at Delhi, poflcired of 
great wealth and being a woman of a mafculine and intriguing 
fpirit, Ihc boldly entered mto the politics of the times and refoKcd 
to form a party of her own She had conceived a great aterfion to 
Afrafiab Khan, who had treated her wnth difrelpedl, and know- 
ing the ambition of Mirza Sbufiee, felcdled that nobleman as a 
countcrpoifc agamll the minillcrs influence Khadejee Sultaun, 
therefore in concert with Zeein A1 Abuden Khan, his brother and 
other lords, whom Ihc had gained over to her views, invited Mirza 
Shuffee to march to Delhi, and take mpon himfelf the adminiflra- 
tion of afiairs They affured him at the fame time, that the king 
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fecretly approved the plan, and concluded by recommending his 
fpeedy appearance. 

The defign ’of this confedeiacy, however cautioufly conducted, 
could not long be kept fecret from Afiafiab Khan. Information of 
the intended confpiiacy being conveyed to him, he refolutely de- 
•termined on a countei plan, and by a coalition* of mterefts with 
fome difafledted lords, to defeat the dejigns of his enemies. 
Among thefe were the depofed minifter, the Nawaub Mujud Ai 
Dowlaj that nobleman had hnee his difgrace been kept in clofe 
confinement. Afraliab Khan finding him well inclined to the con- 
nediion, applied to Shah-Aulum for his releafe. He obferved to 
his majefty, that Mujud Al Dowda, having experienced a fevere 
punifliment for his faults, in a tedious imprifonment, and the con- , 
ffcation of his fortune, there was now room foi clemency towards 
him. Shah-Aulum acquiefcmg in the requeft, Mujud Al Dowla was 
liberated from his arreft, and again placed at the head of the Khalifa^, 
at the fame time Nujuff Cooli Khan, fon-in-law of the late mi- 
niffer, was promoted to the office of Dewaun. The contending 
parties w^ere, m force, nearly equal, but as Afrafiab polTeffed the 
pofl of advantage, in having the citadel under his immediate com-- 
mand, he flattered himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs. ' 

Such was the fituation of affaiis, when Mirza Shuffee Khan, 
with his army arrived in the neighbourhood of Delhi. The king, 
it is faid, being favourable to his pretenlions, difpatched a con- 
fidential fervant fecretly to his camp, who recommended for the 
pxefenthis remaining inadlive. This tranfadlion did not efcape the^ 


* The treafury 
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notice of Afrafiab Khan, and on receiving information of it from 
Ins emiflarics, he determmed bj a vigorous mcafure, at once to 
bring the matter to ilfue Rcpainng to the palace, he, in peremptory 
terms demanded the difmiflion of Mir^a Shnffec, and told the king 
that perceiving Ins enemies had formed a plan to fubvert his autho- 
nty. It was incumbent on him by every means in his power, to pre- 
vent fuch an aft of injuftice That with relpeft to the appearanct 
of Miiyia Shuffee at the capital, he mud be called on to affign his 
motives for quittmg his Ilation on the frontiers witliout leace ob- 
tamed, and in manifed violation of his oath of allegiance 
Afraliab Khan concluded with remarking the improper conduft of 
ihePrincefs Khadejee Sultaun, whom he knew afted in conceit with 
his enemies, and urged the necellity of laymg fome reftraint upon 
her ambitious and intriguing fpirit He charged, her with a delign 
to degrade his majefty’s authontyj and finally concluded his re- 
monftrance with a requifition for that pnneefs immediately to de- 
liver up the fortrefs of Agrah, with the cannon and warlike ftores 
contained therein Sliah-Aulum under the reflramt of bis minillcr 
acquiefced in his demands and accordmgly Mirza Shuffee was 
called upon by letter to Hate his rcafons for liaving quitted his ftation 
T his vigorous meafure, though it alarmed Mirza Shuffee, did not 
incline him to relinquiDi bis purfuits Inffcad of anfwenng to tlic 
cliaige, he adv anced his camp oppofitc the Ajimcrc gate of the 
cit) , which he clofcly blockaded 


The afpeft of affairs was gloomy The nval chiefs were each 
determined to rcll the iffue of their rcfpcftive claims to the fword, 
and a fcenc of tumult and horror was apprehended by the peaceful 
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inhabitants. At this crifis of affairs an iinexpefted circumftancc 
arofe, which defeated the defigns of the prime minifter, and gave the 
palm of fuccefs to his opponent. During the difputes above re- 
lated, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, who was governor of Agrah 
on the part of Nujuff Khan, availing himfelf of the confufion of 
the times, refolved to participate in the fpoils. He left the fort of 
Agrah, and began to plundei and lay wafte the country, but his 
vengeance was principally diredted againft the Jagheer of Afrafiab 
Khan, of whofe authority he was jealous. Afrafiab Khan deeming the 
prefervation of his eflate preferable to maintaining his authority at 
court, determined to retire. But previous totaking that ifep he deli\ ered 
over the citadel to his affociate Mujud A 1 Dowla, and at his departure 
told the king he would foon return, and take ^engeance of his ene- 
mies. He then with a feledl body of horfe took the road to Agiah, 

Scarcely had Afrafiab Khan left the city, ^vhen Mirza Shuffee 
Khan marched m with his whole force. His fuccefs was rapid, 
having fecured the gates and principal avenues to the palace, he 
detached a party to furround the houfes of Mujud A 1 Dowla, 
Lutafut Khan, Nujuff Cooli Khan, and other chiefs, attached to 
his rival. After a fhort, but defperate refinance, in which feveral 
weie flam, thofe noblemen were compelled to fubmitj and Muza 
Shuffee, elevated with his fuccefs, icpaircd in triumph to tlic palace. 
He was immediately invefted with the dignity of Ameer A 1 Omrah, 
and the fupreme adminiftration of affaiis. Tranquillity being 
reflored in the city, Mirza Shuffee paid a vilit to the Princcfs 
Khadeja Siiltaiin. After mutual congratulations the princcfs pic- 
fented him with a large fum of money, of which he was much in 
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%\ant, and to confirm his authonty by every means in her power, 
fhe bcilowed on him m marriage the only remaining daughter of 
her dcccafed brother The nuptials were celebrated with much 
iplendour at her own charge 

Arrued at the height of his ambition, it might naturally be con- 
jedtured that Mirza Shuffee would omit no precautions to confirm 
his authority upon a folid bafis But in his fubfequent condudt he 
was highly rcprchenfible That condudt which had acquired him 
the affcdtion of the troops and the fupport of the officers, now ap- 
peared to have forfiiken him His demeanour on a hidden became 
haughty and impenous, which excited murmuring and difcontent 
m the breath of his affociates, and their cffedl were for him but too 
foon apparent In the mean time we miift diredt our attention to 
the depofed mmiftcr Afrafiab Khan heanng of the late revolution, 
wifely rcfolved to make Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdam his friend 
He being equally well difpofed to a compromile, a treaty was ac- 
cordingly drawn up, in which it was agreed to join their forces and 
march forthrvith to Delhi, to reinllate Afrafiab Khan m his autho- 
rity, and afterwards fhanng in a mutual adminiftration 

In the mean time their views were advanced, though unintention- 
ally towards them, by the difclofure of a plan wluch had been con- 
certed under the aufpiccs of the Prince Juwaun Bukht, which pro- 
duced a new revolution m affairs That pnnee, who had long been 
indignant at the degraded fituation of the roj al aiithoritj , thought 
the abfcncc of Afrafiab Khan a fa\ourable oppoitunitj for pro- 
fccuting a plan for the king s relief, and of taking a fiiarc of the 
goremment to himfclf He had for this puipofc private!} gamed 
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over to his views Lutafut All Khan, Mahomed Yacoob, and fomc 
other lords. To the weight of their mfiuence, was added that of 
Mr. Pauly, a French officer, who commanded the difcjplincd bat- 
talions of the late Somroo. 


The plan of operations having been thoroughly digefied, Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by his affociates, difclofed it to Shah- 
Aulum. They flrenuoufly urged his majefiy to difmifs Mirza Shuffee 
Khan from his employments, and to re-alfume his authority, and 
punifli the rebels . They concluded by recommending the immediate 
arrefi: of the mmifter, whom Mr. Pauly undertook to fecure. Shah- 
Aulum fignifying his acquiefcence, the confpirators prepaied to 
carry their plan into execution. It was however rendered necdlefs 
by the voluntary departure of Mirza Shuffee Khan. He was that 
very morning exercifing his troops on the fands of the Jumna, 
when he received an account of the plan for his defirudlion. He 
faw his danger, and finding his troops infufficicnt to face the com- 
bination, piudently refolved to letirc. The Nawaub Mujud A 1 
Dowla and about 1000 horfe, accompanied him in his flight. 
They took the road to Agrah. On Mirza Shuffee ’s dcpartiuc, the 
king mounting an elephant proceeded diredlly to the yunvna Mu , 
whcie he leceived the compliments of the nobility, and difiiibutcd 
a large fum of money to the troops. His majefl;}’' then in veiled the 
Piince Juwaun Bukt with the office of Ameer A 1 Omrah, and re- 
turned to the palace. But this triumph of the court vas of ver}'- 
fhoit duration, and the principal aeftors m the late tranfa(flion were 


■* The principal mofquc in the city of Delhi. Sec Appendix i . 


P Z 



oS 


HISTORY OF 


[a d 1783, 


foon deftincd to experience a fad reverfc of fortune Indeed ever} 
attempt of this dl-fatcd monarch to emdncipafe himfcif from the 
reftramtsimpofed by his rebellious fervants, feems only in the con- 
clufion to have rendered his lituation more wretched 


Mirza Shuficc and his alTociate on quitting Delhi, determined to 
feek an afylum m the camp of his mveterate foes But it mull be 
recoBedled that circumftanccs were now materially altered He, 
like them, was a fugutivc, and a fenfe of their common danger had 
moreover naturally reconciled the exiled chiefs to a combination of 
their mutual interell Mahomed Beg, Mirza Shufiec, and Afiafiab 
Khan, having met in the neighbourhood of Muttra, after a mu- 
tual interchange of compliments, drew up a folcmn treaty to the 
following effefl: i An equal divifion was to be made of the lands, 
poITefled by the late Nawaub Zulficar A 1 Dowla 2 Mirza Shuffee 
Khan to be rc-inllatcd in tlie poll of prime mmifter, and to remain 
at Delhi 3 In confideralion of Afrafiab Khan yielding up his 
claim to the chief diredlion of affairs, he was to be left in joint au- 
thority with Mahomed Beg Khan, to rule m the Doo Ab and fouth 
well of the Jumna The treaty was concluded bj an unanimous 
affurance of inflidling on their enemies the moll exemplary punilli- 
ments The united forces of thele powerful chiefs tlien commenced 
tlieir march towards the capital On the road they were joined by 
Pertaub Row of Maehen On reaching Ferecdabad, a town about 
twelve mdes fouth of Delhi, the confederates encamped and from 
hence refohctl to duffate to the emperor their own terms Agrcc- 
abl} to this rcfolution, Mujud A 1 Dowla was dilpatchcd to court 
He was commilfioned in the name of the confederates to declare 
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to Shah-Aulum, their refolution to maintain their allegiance to his 
majelly, but at the fame time to Hate the neceflity of reftoring to 
Mirza Shulfee Khan, that authority of which by the machinations 
of his enemies he had been fo iinjuftly deprived. 


The arrival of this ambaffador created the mod alarming appre- 
henfions m the king’s mind. A council was aflembled on the oc- 
cafion, when Prince Juwaun Bukt fpiritedly propofed to oppofe 
the rebels by force. He obferved to his majefly with much judg- 
ment-, that £hould the rebels obtain their infolent demands, there 
was no reafonable ground in future to hope that any refpedt would 
be paid to his majefty, but that the traitors, as the natural eHed: of 
an eafy compliance, would not red fatisficd without the complete 
degradation of the royal authority. The prince was fupported in 
his opinion by the whole council, and Mr. Pauly affirmed that his 
own force was of itfelf fufficient to overthrow and difperfe the rebels. 
But the king with a puffilanimity totally unworthy of him, which 
arofe from a fear of fuHaining infults ffiould the rebels be fuccefsful, 
rejected the falutary advice of his fon, and commanded him in 
concert with Mr, Pauly to enter into an amicable agreement with the 
confederates. Many perfons at Delhi fcrupled not to affirm, that 
the king on this occafion, was fwayed by the intrigues carrying on 
in the haram. That the Piincefs Khadejee Sultaun, the aunt of 
Mirza Shuffee, had perfuaded his majeHy to pacific meafures. It is 
mofl probable that to the latter caufe may be attributed his incfoJu- 
tion. Pauly and Lutafut therefore, were charged wuth the negoci- 
ation, and to give appearance of greater cordiality on the part of his 
majefty, the Piince Jinvaun Bukht ivas diredled to accompany the 
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commiflioncrs to the rebel camp Mean while a plan of which 
Afrafiab K h a n is faid to have been the contnver, was agitated m the 
councils of the confederates They agreed to the propoCtions for 
peace but, inlbgated by a revengeful fpirit, defeended to the perpe- 
tration of an atrocious aft 


A general reconciliation of parties being agreed to, and properly 
ratified by the refpeftive fignaturcs Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, 
accompanied by Pauly and Lutafut, left the city and proceeded to 
the confederate armies But fcarcely had the devoted viftims entered 
the camp when a party of horfe who had been placed in ambufeade, 
fuddenl} ifliiing from their concealment, attacked and difpcrfed the "■ 
folloavcrs of the commiflioncrs, feizcd and overpowered thofc un- 
fortunate men, and by a bloody procefs ftruck off the head of Mr 
Pauly, and deprived Lutafut of fight The army of the rebels then 
attacked the battalions of the commiflioncrs whom as they were 
totally unprepared for the treachery, were eafiiy overpowered To 
the prince they promifed implicit obedience, and fliortly after in ins 
company entered the city in triumph 

Shah-Aulum, thus reduced, was conflrained to receive the rebels 
with apparent fatisfaftion and marks of refpeft Mirza Shuffee 
was rcinftated in his authority , and the other chiefs were honoured 
with titles and dignities 

From the afcendancy thus acquired by Mirza Shuffee, had he 
purfiied an upright conduft, there was every profpeftof his authority 
l-eing permanent But it foon appeared that tlic late reconciliation of 
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die contending chiefs was temporary and mfincere. The piime 
minifter, in order to reftoie tranquillity to the province of Agiah, 
which had fuffered much by the tumults before mentioned, refohed 
to repair thither in perfon : he took with him the prince Solimauii' 
Shekoo. We may recolledt the flipulations made in the treaty of 
Agiah the pieceding year. Mahomed Beg Khan Hamduni, who 
deemed himfelf the principal inflrument in the redoration of tho 
minidier^s authority, now called on him for the performance of his 
agieement. He demanded his fhare of the lands of the late Zulficar 
A1 Dowla. Mirza Shuffee, whether he thought his authority too 
firmly eflablillied to be again fhaken, or jealous of divided fway, 
refufed compliance with the terms of the treaty 

Mahomed Beg Khan, jhiftly incenfed at this breach of faith, gave 
vent to the natural ferocity of his difpofition, and refolved to take, 
a fevere revenge. It is probable, however, that the minifler might 
have warded off the blow, had he not by an adl of equal folly and 
injuftice, hurried the whole body of the Mogul nobility into acfls of 
open hollility. It will be neceffary here to develope the caiifes of 
fudden revolution which Icd to the extindtion, not only of his au- 
thority, but his life. To an unbounded ambition, Muza Shuffee 
unfortunately added an inextinguifhable avarice : adluated by that 
unworthy paflion, he in a fatal moment determined to refume thofe 
lands "which had been granted by the late Nujuff Khan as Jaiedad 
for the maintenance of the troops of the different Mogul lords. In 
lieu of thefe, he determined it lliould henceforth be difbuifed by 
monthly payments from the royal treafury. His commands, when 
notified to the different chiefs, excited univerfal murmurings and diff- 
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But Mirza Shufiec enforced obedience to his orders — 


Fital were the confequences which followed this rafh and impolitic 
meafure Tlic commanders, irritated at the unnorthy treatment, 
ith juftice deemed their lervices mented a return far different , and 
under the impulfe of paflion, hurried thcmfelves into the commiflion 
of a crime of the blackefl: dye Afrafiab Khan, Mahomed Beg 
Khan, and other lords, entered mto a confpiracy to affaflinate the 
mmifter, and bound thcmfelves, after the perpetration of the deed, 
to place Afrafiab Khan in the authority of the dcceafed, and to rc- 
llore the Jaiedads The more efledually to conceal their intentions. 
It was agreed to invite Mirza Shuffee, who was by this time ad- 
vanced towards Agrah, to an amicable conference, to reconcile and 
fettle their mutual difputes 


On the 23d of September of the current year the two armies 
met, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Deig Though tlie 
conlpiracy we have before related, had been plaimed nith the utmoft 
fecrecy and caution, it, by fome means or other, reached the ears 
of Mirza Shuflec’s friends and previous to the intended interview , 
the pnme mmifter was warned of the treacherous defigns of his 
enemies But Mirza Shuffee rejedted the information as a concerted 
falfchood and totally legardlefs of perfonal fafety, accompanied 
by a few followers, he proceeded on his vifit The army of 
Mahomed Beg Khan was drawn out as if ready to receive and com- 
pliment the miniftcr Each of the chiefs was mounted on his ele- 
phant j os the animal on which Mirza Shuffee rode approached the 
other, Mahomed Beg Khan, conformable to cflablifficd ufage, rofc 
up, falutcd, and embraced his rual, but in the performance of 
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that ad:, having feized hold of the mmifler’s right hand, which 
was the iignal agreed on, Mirza Ifmaeel Beg, his nephew, who 
fat in the Khawafs plunged a dagger into the body of the devoted 
Vi (dim. He groaned, fell back, and expired. A defperate acdion 
enfued between the armies ; but at length Afrahab Khan, exerting 
his influence, perfuaded the troops of the late minifler to join the 
confederates. The body of Mirza Shuffee was taken up by his 
followers, and interred in the fort of Deig. 

Of this event Afrafiab Khan having fent notification to Delhi, an 
anfwer was received, expreflive of the king^s approbation of the 
deed. At the fame time a firmaiin arrived, which conflituted Afra- 
fiab Khan, Ameer A 1 Omrah, and moreover gave permifhon to 
appropriate to his own ufe the effecds of the late mimfter. Finally, 
Afrafiab Khan and prince Solymaun Shekoo were ordered to repair 
to the capital with all poflible expedition. 

The indifference with which this important trufl: was conferred 
upon Afrafiab, creates a fufpicion that the fate which had befallen 
Mirza Shuffee was not difagreeable to his majefty. A generous 
mind, on this furmife, deploies the humiliating fituation of a def- 
cendant of Timoor, fancdionmg a(ds difgraceful to humanity, and 
fubverfive of the principles of moral and focial order. 

When Mirza Shuffee was affaflinated, his brother, Zein A 1 Abii- 

* The Khawafs is the back feat on an elephant, in which a perfon is ufually placed 
witli a Chown, or fan At court, and amongft the nobility, it is deemed the highelt 
honour to be placed there. 

0 . 
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decn Khan, was governor of Meerut The Jung, tenaaous of the 
power which he denied from that Jituation, determined upon his 
removal A mandate was accordingly ifTucd for that nobleman’s 
appearance at -court He was received with refpc(2: Shah-Aulum, 
after condoling with him on the death of his brother, mtimated to 
him the neceffity there was to icCgn his government Zein M 
Abudeen, i\ho was a man of impabent temper, in fecrct burnt with 
mdignabon at this unworthy treatment , at the time, however, he 
faid nothmg but on rebnng from the hah of audience, he repaired 
to hiE own palace, whence he privately departed SenUble that tlus 
condudi: would enrage the Itmg, he haftened to Meerut, and deter- 
mined to refill the royal authonty, he there coUcdlcd around him his 
friends and dependants 


Intelligence of this defedion reaching Afrafiab Khan, he aflem- 
bled the army, led it to Mcenit, and invdled the town He had 
determined to hate puniflied the rebel in the moll exemplary man- 
ner; but this determmabon was overruled by the advice of his 
confidential officers They reprelcnted that his power in the Hate 
was as yet infirm, and it therefore became him firll to make over- 
tures for negotiation, to which, m all probabihty, Zein AI Abudeen 
would alTcnt Nor were they deceived m their conjedlurcs Inti- 
mation being given, a treat) was Jet on foot; and ZemAl Abudeen 
confcnting to fubmit to hismajclly’sclcmenc), ttaspardoned He 
tteis received at court with honour, and a llipcnd out of the ro)'al 
treafury uas allotted for his fupport 


The prime mimller returning to Delhi, was received with great 
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diftindlion. He anfweied Sliah-Aulum with proteftations of per- 
petual attachment j and as proof, prefented his maje% with an 
offering of three lacks of rupees, and fome valuable Perfian horfes. 

Cuttub A 1 Dowla was now fent to command in Meerut j and 
Niijuft Cooli Khan, fon-in-law to the late minifler, who had till 
now refided at Meerut, was directed to remain at court. 

I 

In the beginning of 1784, Major Brown, who had been com- 
miffioned on a deputation to the king by the fupreme council of 
Calcutta, arrived at the capital. The Major was leceived with high 
refpedt j and in behalf of the Britifli government, prefented Shah- 
Aulum a handfome paiflicufh. , 

The ariival of this deputation excited vaiious emotions m the 
minds of the Delhians ; fome were of opinion that the period was 
at hand when Shah-Aulum would return to the protedlion of his 
oldeft and, in truth, his befl friends, the Englifh: others again 
conjedbured that the intent of the embaffy was, to arrange with the 
minifler the concerns of the royal family. Thefe, during the late 
commotions, had an fen to a height which was truly diflrefsful. 
But the real caufe of Major Brown’s arrival ^ was in confequence 
of orders he had received from his government, not to decline any 
overture that might be made for affording a military aid to the royal 
eaufe. The Seiks had for feveral years back, by their predatory 
incurfions into Doo Ab and Rohilcund, excited alarm in the go- 


* See tlie proceedingb of parliament on the trial of Mr. Haftings. 
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vemmcnt of Afuf A 1 Dowla and Mr Halbngs, the Brjttlh go- 
vernor, with his ufual difcemment, deemed the exertions of the 
court of Delhi might, at the prefent jundture of afiairs, pro\e a 
hcncfical counteipoife to the nfing pon er of the SciLs 


Many days had not elapfed fince the arrival of Major Brown, 
when an event occurred which created much confufion m the palace, 
and led, m its future confequences, to concerns of momentous im 
port The heir apparent, prince Mirza Juwatin Bufcht, ditgurted 
at the daily infults he receued from the mmifter, rcfolved to throw 
himfelf on the protedlion of the vizir and the Enghfli he hoped 
thereby to procure eafe to himfelf, and an alley lanon to the diftrefles 
of his fkmdy Efcapmg from the palace at midnight, he crofled 
the Jumna, and repaired to Lucknow But as the fortunes of Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht wiU hereafter be detailed in iheir proper order, it is 
here only neceflary to point out the immediate effeits of his flight 
from the capital 

Afrafiab Khan, confcious of the ill treatment the unhappy prince 
had, through his means, endured, was fearful of the vizir’s* refent- 
ment He thought, therefore, that the moft cflcdlual means of 
obviating this ivould be, to perfuade the heir apparent to return to 
Delhi Accordingly, he, in the king’s name, font letters to the 
yizir and Mr Haftings, whoivas then at Lucknow, demanding, in 
terms moil: peremptorj , the immcdnte return of the fugitiic prince 
Altliough Shah-Aulum, bj afliving his feal to the diTpatchcs, ap- 


Afuf A1 Darla 
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parcnily landioncd the demands of his minifter, it is certain, that 
in his own mind he was not averfe to the cfcape of his fon. If, 
indeed, his unhappy litnation be thoioiighly confidored, it is not to 
be w ondcred at he llioiild cndcavoui by any means m his powTi to 
obtain iclicf. 

Some da) s aftci the dcpaituic of llie Icttcis bcfoie mentioned, 
!Major Drown, the Biitilli AmbafTador, was leqiieflcd to proceed to 
laicknow. He ace oidingly lepaired thither. A fra flab Khan deem- 
ing his aiithonty full) enabhfhed, now' threw off the mafic, and ex- 
hdiited himfcK in his natural colouis, He firft propofed to the 
l:ing to m.irch to Agrah, the ohjedl of which he affiimcd was the 
re-doraiion of tliat pio\mcc to order. Had he reflcd here, it would 
ha\c retiounded to the honour of Afrafiab ; but impelled by a jea- 
loufy againll Mahomed Beg Khan totally unwarrantable, he, at the 
clofe of the conference, in \chcmcnt language urged the king to 
revenge the aflallination of the late miniftcr in the punifliment of 
Mahomed Beg. His majcfly perceiving the invidious drift, turned 
from the miniflcr wuth coldncfs, and retired into his haram. 

The foLircc of this extraordinary demand may, without difficulty, 
be traced in the rualfliip of the tw'o chiefs. Mahomed Beg Khan, 
though certainly guilty of an atrocious aifl, dcfeived not puniffiment 
from the hands of Afrafiab. It has before been feen, that the 
mmifter himfclf, in conjundlion with the Mogul Sirdars, had urged 
and Simulated him to the deed; and for this he was now to become 
a facrfficc at the ffiiine of his imperious coadjutor. 


% 



HISTORY OF 


ii8 


[a. b 1784 


Aftonilhed at the king’s abrupt departure, Afialiab Khan, m 
fullen filcncc, retired to his own palace Giving loofc to his refent- 
ment, he there detennmed on a nreafure equally violent and unjufl 
At the conference above mentioned, the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla 
had been prefent That nobleman having endear oured to difluade 
the king from his antended expedition to Agrah, the offiaous remark 
paffed not unnoticed by the haughty fpint of Afraliab He now 
diredicd Nujuff Cooh Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of guards 
to the palace of Mujud Al Dorvla, and feizc his perfon His or- 
ders were obeyed with alacritj , and the unfortunate man agam found 
himfelf m the courfe of a few fliort hours reduced from affluence 


and command to penury and a pnfon. His property was feized, 
and converted to the mintfter’s ufe Mujud Al Dowla teas after- 
wards confined in the fort of Agrah, where he died in 1788; not 
much regretted, except by Sbah-Aulum, wbofe confidence he had 
fo frequently abufed by the commiffion of oppreffive aifts upon his 
fubjefis He was an mtrigmng artful courtier, avaricious, and in- 
folcnt Shah-Aulum, when informed of this outrage, was filled 
with the deepeft indignation He refolved ihercfoie, at all events, 
to throw himfelf into the hands of the Maihattas; and by a foreign 
aid, to relieve himfelf from the infupportable infults daily offered 
him by his own fubjcils 
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CHAP. VIII. 

/ 

Rife and Rrogrefs of Madhajee Sindiah, Ruler of Malwah, 
from the Eflablijhment of hts Family in that Province until his 
Interference in the Politics of the Court ^ Delhi — Intrigues 
of Afrasiab Khan — His Heath and Sindiah 

is made Prime Minifer,- 

FROM the preceding fcenes of party violence, the reader wilh 
with pleafure follow hiftory through the more edifying detail of 
geographical information. We Ihall proceed, therefore, to take a 
retrofpedlive view of the Malwah province, in, its fluduatmg Hate 
under, a fucceffion of rulers. But the confiderable influence acquired 
by Madhajee Sindiah m the politics of Hmdoflaun, previoufly de- 
mands attention to the rife and progrelTive fortune of this extraor- 
dinary man.- 

Madhajee Sindiah Putteel Bahadur was defeended fiom a Rajpoot 
family. His father, Ranojee Sindiah, was an officer m the fervice 
of Bajerow, who, in the latter end of the reign of Rajah Sahoo, 
was Paifhwah of the Marhatta Rate. The fupmenefs and effemi- 
nacy of the court of Delhi, and the diftradled flate of the empire 
toward the clofe of the reign of Mahmud Shah, rendered ealy the 
fubjugation of the Malwah province. On that expedition Ranojee 
Sindiah accompanied the Paifhwali. The fervices and ability dif- 


1 
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played by Rnnojee dunng the campaign, were rewarded with the 
management of the provmce, which was confirmed in jagheer to his 
defendants Jiy Rajah Sahoo Ranojee had four fons Appageci 
Tagec, 1 ookagee, and Smdiah Appagec nras flam in a civil broil 
in the Jynaghur province; Tookagee and Tagec penlhed m the 
memorable battle of Panniput m 1762 

Smdiah, m that adtion, though only feventeen years of age, dif- 
played a genius and fpirit which well foretold his future greatnefs 
being dcfpcrately wounded, and unable to follow the route of the 
few furvnors of the Marhatta army, he was fecretly taken care of 
yn the camp of the Abdallee Recotered from his woUnds, he was 
pnvately removed from this afylum, and by his proteaors conveyed 
into Deccan He then aflumed the gotemment of his patnmonial 
eftate of Ougem From his mtcnfe application to bufinefs, aided 
by the endowments of a vigorous mmd he foon acquired conCdera- 
ble influence in the Marhatta ftate , and tvas early confidered as one 
of the pnncipal Jagheer Dars In 1770, he accompanied Holkar 
and Beefajee into Hmdoftaun, where lus aftions hate been recorded 
in the preceding pages 

Main ah*, the greater part of which is the inheritance of the Sm- 
diah family, is in length two hundred and forty-fi\c cofs, m breadth 
two hundred and thirty On the north it is bounded by the Agimere 
Soobah ; on the fouth by Baglanah , on the eaft by part of Agrah 

• For (he folkming detail of the Maltrah provmce, ilic author Is happy to confcfi 
hu obligatxTO to Major Chailc* Reynolds, fur%tyor general on tl>e Dombay efbbltlb- 
menr, n\1k) fumHhed him mth the materials colle^led by hlmfclf on the fpot. 
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and Allahabad ; and on the weft by Guzerat. The principal rivers 
that flow through this fertile and extenfive tradt, aie the Chiimbul, 
the Sind, and the Nerbuddah : but it is watered by many other 
fmallcr ftreams. Though higher than the reft of Hindoftaun, the 
land of Malwah is in general fertile; in it are reared numerous 
herds of cattle ; and it abounds m opium, indigo, and tobacco.-r- 
In former times the revenues were computed at four millions fterling; 
this, of late *ycars, however, has been much reduced ; and even 
Sindiah, in his colledlions, can realize only a million. 

The Patan princes of the race of Kliuljee having conquered that 
province from the Hindoos, fixed their feat of government at 
Mando"^. It was during the long and glorious reign of the renowned 
Akbar, that Malwah was gradually alienated from the Patans. — 
Having annexed it to his empire, it remained in his family uhtil the 
clofe of tlie reign of Mahmud Shah, 

The Zemindars and foldiers of fortune here, as in other parts of 
the empire, during this turbulent period, divided amongft them the 
different provinces. Out of thefe arofe feveral independant ftates ; 
thofe ftates encroaching upon the imperial authority, by degrees 
threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the houfe of Timoor. — 
Hence, the authority of the Soobah became frequently circumfcribed 
to the environs of that .cky, which he chofe for his refidence. The 
Rajah of Chundeely, defeended from the ancient princes of the 
country, feized on the north-eaft parts;;- the fouthem were yeeupie^ 


A large city, iifty miles diftant from Ougein. 
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by the Keechcs To the welhmd the petty Zemindars of Annunfi. 
warah and Sootidunah affumed the Ihle of mdependant princes; and 
in the centre of the province was ercded the naboblhip of Bopaul 

Whdft thefe rebels were bidding defiance to the royal authonty, 
a new and more formidable enemy, the Marhattas, foon dcftroyed 
the hopes of thofc petty fovereigns, and made themfelves mafters 
of the whole province At this period, Kulhch Khan, the famous 
Nizam A1 Module, was go\emor of Deccan He alfo, dilg^fled at 
the levity which ftigmatized the councils of the court of Delhi, re- 
folvcd to render himfelf mdependant To avert, however, the ven- 
geance of the royal arms, he fecretly mvited the Marhattas to an invai- 
lion of the Malwah province Delighting m predatory warfare, the 
propofal was received with avidity TheimmenfeMarhattahoft was 
commanded by Bajerow ; Rajah Gheerdir dircfied the impenal 
forces Defperate was the battle which foon enfued ) but viftory 
dedarmg for the invaders, with incredible rapidity they overran both 
Malwah and the rich provmce of Guzerat; and their vidlonous 
arms were afterwards earned to the confines of Beianali and Agi- 
merc. ' 

The petty foTCreigns who had alTumcd mdependancy, m confe- 
quence, obliged to yield up the bell part of their polTcllions, were 
rcdutcd,to the payment of an annual tnbute: but the Nabob of Bo- 
paul and a few other Rajahs were ftill permitted to retain a part of 
their territories, and to cxercifc over them an authonty fubordmate 
to the controul of the Marhatta government 
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Mai wall was then divided into three lliares : the firft was allotted 
,to Bajerowj the fecond to the .Marhatta prince, Rajah Sahooj the 
third to the family of Miilhar Holkar, Sindiah, as we have feen, 
inherited that part of the province bellowed on his father by Baje- 
^ row. But by a tram of fuccefsful operations, he was enabled to 
appropriate to himfelf a confiderable portion of the Circar lands. 
Tookajee Holkar, who inherits the third divilion of the Malwah 
province, hnce his acceffion has redded at Indore, a city thirty miles 
diftant from Ougein. 

- Ougein, the modern capital of Malwah, is jfituated on the eadem 
bank of the Sipree river, in lat. 23. I2. N. and long. 75. 48. W. 
The city is, from its antiquity, of confiderable note in the empire. 
The monuments which it exhibits of the piety and fuperdition of 
its Hindoo fovereigns, are dill regarded with veneration ; nor have 
the Patan emperors contributed lefs to its embellidiment. Airjong 
a variety of grand and venerable ruins, travellers mention with ap- 
plaufe an edifice eredled by Nadir A 1 Deen Khuljee in the ninth 
century of the Mahomedan aera. About one mile and a half ead 
of the city is a large gloomy building of an oftangular form, and 
the whole of the materials of done. Its foundation is an artificial 
idand, which is formed by a deviation of the wedern channel of the 
dream m the bed of the Sippree, and is conneded with the oppofite 
bank by a done bridge of fixteen arches. The building confids of 
a variety of fpacious chambers, condrudled upon a level with th^ 
water : throughout thcfe, by means of refervoirs, the water is con- 
veyed in different channels, and hence, by artificial cafcades, dif- 
charges itfelf into the Sippree in pleafing murmurs. The apart- 
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ments in this delightful retreat are cool and filubnonj To each 
recefs are /aliened nogs of iron for thepuipofe of attaching puixhbs, 
or Ikrccns made of the aromatic root called Khufs Thefe, when fpnn- 
kled with water from without, not only give an agreeable coolnefs to 
the entering air, but entirely exclude the inclemency of the fultry fea- 
fon We have before remarked that, among perfons of dillindhon, 
this luxuiy is common throughout Hindollaun Into thclc wateiy; 
abodes, when deCrous of repoft, and fatigued with the toils of 
Hate, the princes of the houfe of Khuljee were accuilomed to retue 
During the periodical rams, the lower parts of this buildmg are en- 
tirely overflowed, and an amazmg force of water adis againfl it 
but fo great were the pains beftowed on its eredlion, and the matc- 
nals of fuch wonderful fohdity, that after a lapfe of three centuries 
It remams entire, and fhll continues to attradl the admiration of the 
Ipedator — ^We refume, after this digreflion, the thread of our narr 
ration 

Sindiah, on his return from Hindollaun m 1774, employed his 
utmoft exertions to extend his influence, and enlarge his patnmomal 
temtoiy Bold and afpirmg m his views, he purfued the plans of 
his future aggrandifement with ardor and uiuemlttmg perfeveiance 
He had greatly mcrealcd his revenues, and rendered his country 
highly flouriflimg, when fix years afterwards was formed the grand 
Marhatta confederacy Joining with that league, he became a pnn- 
cipal adlor m the feene, in which jt ivas vainly hoped to have oier- 
thrown the Bntilh empire m the Ball It ivat, houeier, happily 
difiblvcd, and the feheme rendered abortive, by the prompitudc and 
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vigor of the Britifli councils, aided by the biilliant afccndancy ac- 
quired by Bntifli arms under theaufpices of Coote and Goddard. 


Sindiah* who during that memorable, conteft had exhibited ther 
Gondudt of an adtive and able leader, on its conclufion^ turned his 
arms againft Gohud^. In 1782", at the head of a numerous^ and’ 
well-appointed army, he entered that province for a fecond time,, 
and with a. fairer- pro fpedt of fuccefs than in his former expedition.. 


TJhe reigning prince, Rajah Chutter -Sing, fearful' of the. iffiie, 
endeavoured, by foliciting an alliance with the Britifh government, 
to avert: the impending ilorm. Accordingly, by, his ambaffador at 
Calcutta, in', recompence for an interference of the Englifh in his^ 
behalf,, he promifed an annual. Nuzeranah of four lacks of rupees. 
It does not however appear that fuch an alliance was, at theprefditi 
juncture, deemed acceptable to<the Supreme Government of Bengah 
Although Sindiah’s exteniive views of conqueh, and the notoriety, 
of his ambition, were to the council objects of fufiicient magnitude 
to excite alarm, hill the fidelity which that prince had invariably, 
obferved in his tranfadtions with the Bntifh nation, his upnghtnefs, , 
and, above all, his faithfuLand heady adherence to treaties, bad im- 
prehed the minds of government with fentiments highly, favourable 
toward him.„ 


The alliance with the Ranah was, therefore, rejethed : but it was 
deemed eligible by the council to endeavour ehedting an amicable ' 

A province lituatcd about Ibcty cofes weft of Agrah, and originally ruled by Raj- 
ppot princes. 
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compromifc betwixt the tontending parties Confopant to this re- 
fohe, Mr David Anderfon*, the Britifh ambalTador at Sindiah’s 


Durbar, was diredted to afccrtain his ientiments in regard to the pro- 
pofed mec|iation But Sindiah, citlicr m conftquence of repeated 
breaches of faith on the part of Chutter Sing, was animated uith a 
fpint of perfonal lefcntmcnt againrt: him j or, impelled by a defire 
long entertained of extending his dominions, declined the proffered 
interference After a defultoiy waifhte of two years, the reduftion 
of Gohud was finally effciled j and on the 24th of Nov 1784, 
Rajah Chutter Sing furrendered himfelf to his opponent 


Sindiah liaving thus acquired the province of Gohud, nma direc- 
ted his It hole attention to the affairs of Delhi During the tranfac- 
tions before mentioned, he had maintained a correfpondence with 
Mirza Shuffec Khan That nobleman entenng into his views, had 
promifcd him Ins entire affiftance and fupport in its execution But 
on his arrival on the north of the Chumbul with an army of thirty 
thoufand men, Smdiah heard of the death of his affociate Deem- 
ing the opportunity for which he had fo long and fo anxioufly 
fought, now arrived, he, from his prefent fiation, dilpatched letters 
to the court of Delhi In thefe, after declanng his intentions of 
reffonng the royal family to its former Ipicndour, he made a requeft 
to Shah-Aulum to remove with his court to Agrahj at which place. 


• To the walom and hillhful otcitroo* of thij gentleman, as well as tbofe of hti 
btothcT Mr Jamet Andctlbn, who fueceeded Wm, majr be chieflj- aleribed the cot- 
albtoiir condud of the Marhatta government, at a momentoo* and mtercdnig penoJ, 
in entering into an alliance which hai hitherto been prefetTcd with fidelity on their part. 
See the reportt of the fcicdl committee on the tecond Marhatta war 
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the Marhatta chief informed his majefly, he would, to the fatisfac- 
tion of all parties, arrange and fettle the affairs of the empire. 

Afrahab Khan, on receipt of thefe letters, laid them before the 

king, and urged his majefty to an immediate compliance with the. 

/ 

contents. Shah-Aulum, who for a long time poffeffed neither in^ 
huence nor authority, affented to the propofal, and the royal tents 
were ordered to be got leady. The prime minifter, after nomina- 
ting Niijuff Cooli Khan to the government of the fort and city of 
Delhi, pitched his camp without tlie walls. On the enfuing day, 
the army took the route to Agrah. , 

The high pitch of authority to which the mmifter had arifen, 
gave him entire controul in the ffate ; and whilft his order of march 
in this e?;pedition was marked with the moft luxurious extravagance, , 
inconvenience and diftrefs attended the family of his fovereign. — 
On the march, the prime miniffer received letters from the vjzir and 
the Britifh governor general Adtuated by the impulfe of a liberal 
mind, thofe powers, on the prefent occalion, urged in the moff pref- 
fing terms the releafe of the Nuwaub Mujud A 1 Dowla; and re- 
commended to the mmifter. a different treatment to his unhappy, 
fovereign. But the unrelenting fpiiit of Afrafiab was not to be fof- 
tened intreaties or threats were to him alike indifferent. Mujud 
A 1 Dowla was ordered into a clofer confinement ; and Afrafiah 
Khan, leading the emperor in triumph, encamped under the wallsmf: 
Agrah. 


* Mr. Haftings_, . 
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Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani had taken a ftrong poCtion about 
forty miles from that jilacc, and the Marhatta pnnee was now^d- 
lanccd to Futty Pore 

Such was the Stuation of fhe contending patties, -when Sindiah 
opened a ncgoaation with Mahomed Beg Anxious to acquire a 
thorough knowledge df the fentiments of the Mpgul nobility, and 
to learn the extent of their different views and expedlations, -Sindiah 
proceeded m a manner cautious and arcumfpeft as a prclimmaiy 
ftep, he called on Mahomed Seg to exculpate hirafclf from the 
charge of murder In extenuation of his crime, that nobleman 
threw the odium mf the Iranfadhon upon the pnmc mmifter He 
had alledged, and truly, that Afrafiab Khan bad not only mlhgated 
him to the deed,ibut bound himfelf hy the moll folemn ties to fup- 
port him m it •when executed Regarding himfelf, Mahomed Seg 
profeded a ready obedience to the-commands of theMarhatta, and 
that if he would fo far mterfere as to procure the king’s pardon, he 
would henceforth attacli himfelf to his fortunes. Meanwhile he 
declared ihis intentiori of remaining quiet m his prefent poCtion — 
To thefe inCnuations, 'Smdiah m reply ■declared that, ■fatisfied with 
fuch a declaration, Mahomed Beg might aely on his iitterfeience in 
procuring the pardon required, ’Whilftthc above ntgociation was 
pending, Afrafiab Khan beheld the motions -of -Smdiah with a 
watchful and jealous -cyee Turpedlmgan acccflion of mfluence from 
the fubmiflion of Mahomed Btg., he prepared to circumvent it by a 
counter treatj. But thefe defigns Tvere fruflratcd by an accident 
which at once put a penod to Jus ambition and his life 
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To relate with piecifion the particulars of this event, we muft 


recur to the fituation of Zein A 1 Abudeen. That nobleman, the 
reader will recolledt to have been forgiven : but Afraliab well know- 
ing his difpofition, would not be eafy while he remained at liberty; 
on this account he had hitherto been detained in, what by the natives 
of Hindoftaiin was deemed, an honourable confinement. Upon the 
firft letters, howevei, that palfed between Afrafiab Klian and Sm- 
diah, at the particular requefi; of the latter, Zein A 1 Abudeen was 
releafed. , He appeared in the camp, but refolved to be avenged of 
his brother's death. An occafion foon offered. In the month of 
November, an interview took place in the vicinity of Futty Pore 
between Sindiah and Afrafiab Khan. 'After the ufual interchange of 
civilities, Sindiah returned to his own camp. Rajah Himmut Behadur 
and feveral other officers of the army having likewife taken leave, 
there remained in the tent Zem A 1 Abudeen and Afrafiab Khan. 


Zein A 1 Abudeen, whofe plan was already formed, now entered 
into converfation with the mmifter. In terms apparently cordial, 
and in the moft refpedtful manner, he propofed to him for the future 
to live upon a more amicable footing , expreffed his wiffi that all 
former differences fhould be forgotten, and urged the neCeffity of 
henceforth confolidating their mutual interefls. 

Sufpended at the unexpecflednefs of tins addrefs, Afrafiab Khan 
remained for a time abforbed in fiience. But about to have replied, 

' Zem A 1 Abudeen"^, with fury m his countenance, rofe from his feat, 
a fignalj Upoif which Maddoo Beg came up, and plunged his dagger 

MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan 


S 
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into the breaft of the devoted mjniftcr He expired on the fpot — 
A violent tiimult enfumg, fevcial perfons were Rain but Zein A 1 
Ahudeen having effefted his cfcape, fought and found protedhon in 
the camp of Sindiah 

Thus pcrithcd Afrafiab Khan, a man of turbulent difpoCtion and 
impetuous manners ; but with great pcrfonal bravery, he poflefled 
abilities for war Zulficar AJ Dowla having adopted him mto his 
family, tramed him to arms Confidcrabic were the Icrviccs which 
be rendered the Rate, whdft under the guidance of his patron, de- 
pnved of his falutaiy counfels the paflions of Afrafiab, always 
uncontroulable, humed him into meafures the moft bold and fan- 
guinaiy The caufc of his rum may be traced to his unguardednefs 
in (penmtting Zem AI Abudecn to recover his liberty In that in- 
ftance curcumlpeft, he might perhaps have termmated his career 
happily 

The condufl of the Marhatta chief in countenanang Zem AI 
Abudecn after the perpetration of fo foul a crime, caRs loudly for 
the fevereft repichenfion 1 it is a llrong prefumptive proof that he 
was accelTary to the deed In recordmg the tranfadtions of a wicked 
and diffipated court, the impartiality of hiRoiy demands the RnfteR 
fcrutiny, whilft the multiplied aflalfinations which, in later times, 
have dilgraced the politics of Delhi, in a refledhng and fufceptible 
mind, mull excite horror 

When die tumult occafioned by Afrafiab Khan’s death had fub- 
fided in the camp, Himmut Bchadur and the Mogul officers, as if 
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by preconcerted agiecment, repaired to_ the tents of the Marhatta 
chief. After complimenting him on the death of his rival, they 
alTured him of their unanimous fupport in his admimfliation of 
afiairs : they doubted not but his majefty would confer on him the 
office of Ameer A 1 Omrah, for which he was fo eminently qualified. 
Thefe afiurances Sindiah received with real fatisfadtion, and the two 
armies having joined, he led the united forces to Agrah. We miifi: 
now for a while turn afide to the fituation of the king, who, during 
the late negociations, had remained in the fort of Agrah. 

The Nuwaub Mujud A 1 Dowla, who, as before remarked, was 
confined by order of the late miniffer, hearing of his rivaks death, 
perfuaded the Killadar of Meerut to connive at his cfcape. This 
being cfFedted, he, in company with Cuttub A 1 Dowla, vifited the 
king. Shah-Aulum received him with kmdnefs, and diredled him 
to remain near the prefence. This would in all probability have 
led to an immediate return of his honours and employments, had 
not his enemy, Shuja Dil Khan, governor of Agrah, in conjund:i6n 
with Rajah Daieram, endeavoured to imprefs the king’s mind Xvith 
fufpicions of his fidelity. But theii malice failed of effedl j for 
the king, convinced that there was no reafon to fufped: Mujud A 1 
Dowla of any difloyal intentions, heard their remonffrances with 
difgufl, and commanded them to defiff. 

But the infolent manner in which they had urged their demands, 
convinced Shah-Aulum that he v>as entirely in their power; and 
having little to hope for any refped; from them in future, he refolved 
to quit Agrah altogether. The arrival of Sindiah would, he hoped 
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and expeSed, fpccddy afford him the means of punifliing their pre- 
fumption But in order to leave no rpotn for thofe noblemen to 
fufpedl his mtentions, he ordered the greater part of his family to 
remain behind , then taking Mujud AI Dowla along with him, his 
houfehold troops efcorted him to Delhi 


Mahomed Beg Khan, to whofe lltuation we mull: now recur, re- 
mained, during the late tranfadlions, m his entrenched camp Sin- 
diah, on Afraliab s death, wrote to Mahomed Beg to repair to 
Agrah A conference enfued, and a penfion of 1 6,000 rupees per 
month was allotted for his fupport out of the revenues of Shekooa- 
bad A few days after, Smdiah, with his nfual policy, refolved to 
employ the abJities of his newly-acquired dependant on a dillant 
expedition By remotmg Mahomed Beg from the feene of aftion 
in Hindollaun, he effedhially prevented any cabals for covntaa&mg 
his oivn deligns j and the probability of his bemg taken off while 
employed on aifbve fervice was an additional motiie in the mind of 
this poliLc chief He therefore requefted of Mahomed Beg to 
proceed to the conqueft of Rhago Ghur a ftrong fortrefs in Deccan, 
and bordering upon Sindiah’s patnmonial cllatc The country of 
Keetchwara, m which the before-mentioned fortrefs is lituated, was 
then in a ftatc of aftual rebellion ; and to Maliomcd Beg was com- 
mitted the double charge of reducing it under obedience to Sindiali, 
and the fubfequent management of the diflridts Having made the 
necefliuy preparations for his departure, Mahomed Beg Khan ac- 
companied bj 5000 men, proceeded on his cxpediton to Rhago 
Ghur 3 
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The greater part of the Mogul nobility having by this time de- 
clared foi Sindiah, he now rcpaiicd WMth confidence to the capital. 
His cxpcdations were fully an fw^cied ; for, wdiether Shah-Aulum, 
difgurted at the thraldom in wdiich he had been held fince the death 
of Nujufi' Khan, expeded by a change in the government to ex- 
pcncnce fomc repofe, or wdicthei he, on this occafion, made a virtue 
of nccedity, has not been clearly afccrtained. To Sindiah, how^ever, 
(he event pioved highly favourable. In the month of January, the 
Marhatta chief entered Delhi. He was icceived by the king with 
c\er)" dcmonflration of fatisfadion, and treated wath diflinguiflied 
honour In full Durbar, his majefly inveflcd him with the office of 
Ameer A1 Cm rah j and as an additional maik of favour, ordered' a 
patent to be made out for the Paiffiw^ah of the Poonah Durbar, 
(under whofc authority Sindiah profeffied to ad) 'conftitutmg him 
Vakeel Mutluck or Abfolute Diredoi General of the affairs of the 
Empire, wdth the Ncabut of that office to Sindiah himfelf. On re- 
ceiving his honorar}^ drefs, the new mimfter prefented an offering of 
five lacks of rupees, and retired from the prefence. 


* The office of Vakeel Mutluck in Hmdoftaun is paramount almofi: to fovcreign 
authority, inafmuch as it empowers the perfon holding that office to raife troops at plea- 
furc. It may appear remarkable that tlie Paiflrwah, who is the head of the Marhatta 
empire, ffiould deem it any acquifition to his authonty to receive an office from what 
he confidcred as coming from a nominal emperor of Hmdoflaun yet it ffiould b'e re- 
membered, that however weak and impotent the prefent defeendant of Timoor is ef- 
teemed. It ftill continues, and ever will continue, a defirable obje6l among the native 
powers to make ufc of his name towards completing their own aggrandifement. 
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CHAP IX 

Occurrences at Court — IFar againji Jtpore — Intrigues of the Mo- 
gul Nobility — SiNDiAH IS defeated — Retires acrofs the Chum- 
BUL — Intrigues of Gholaum Cadis, Khan — Account o/'Be- 
GUM SoMSoo — Gholaum Cadis Khan bfeges the Palace — 
He IS repulfed and pardoned~~Pnnce Mirza Juwaun Bukht 
— Review of his Life — Death and CharaBer 

DURING the late violent commotions, the ptovinces had fallen 
into diforder and decay Their relloration ivas the firft objetfl to 
■which the attention of the new numfter was diredled The ofEce 
of Dewaun, or fupenntendant of the revenues, had long been under 
the management of Daieram His conduft of late had, in many 
inftanccs, been highly reprehenfible, but his behaviour towards the 
king at Agiali, determined Sindiah to -remo-ve him from office The 
Dewanflup was accordmgly beftowed on Naiaien Dafs, a perfon of 
capacity, and a IkDful financier Remaining a Ihort time at Delhi * 
dunng nhich he difpofed of leveral offices and emplojments, 
Sindiah alTcmbled the army for the redudbon of Agrah 

The commencement of the ciurcnt j-ear was marked bj the de- 
paiturc of the Bntilh goicmor general from India In quitting this 
important truR, Mr Hallings bad the fatisfadlion to pcrceiic him- 
felf follow cd b) the unammous good w iQies of the pnnccs of Hin- 
dofiaun, and theprajen of the natives On the prefent occafion. 
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the king, the vizier of the empire, the nazim of Deccan and the 
court of Poonah, all fent letters to Calcutta; in thofe were expreffed 
their regret for the governor’s departure, and contained moreover 
moft ample tcftimonics of the high opinion they entertained of his 
abilities, integrity, and good faith " . 


On the arrival of the army before Agrah, Sindiah fummoned the 
governor to furrender the fort. He declared alfo, that by a refiftance 
to the royal authority, the governor could have no hope for pardon. 
Treating the fummons w ith contempt, Shujah Dil Khan prepared 
for a \igoious rehllancc. Sindiah commencing his approaches, two 
batteries were foon opened, and began to play upon the fort with 
confiderablc cffecfl. Part of the curtain was thrown down, and 
fc\cral guns within difmounted. The governor in the mean time 
w\as not idle. He repaired the breaches with incelTant adlivity, and 
by his own fpirited behaviour animated the garrifon. A month had 
clapfed hen Shujah Dil Khan, forefeeing the ultimate redudlion pf 
the place, endeavoured, by an a(5t of alTumed refpedl, to mollify Shah- 
Aulum. That part of the royal family who, as before feen, re- 
mained in the fort of Agrah, were now liberated, and fent with 
an cfcort to Delhi, which they reached without moleflation 


* Time, -whicli removes the veil from the intrigues of policy, has evinced, that the 
ideas entertained by the natives of India, of that illuftrious chara6ter, werejuft His 
countrymen/ have beheld with a fatisfadlion, almoft univerfal, tlie honourable award of a 
Britilh Senate , an award no Icfs honourable to the charadler of /Mr. Hafhngs, than 
grateful to his mmd, harrafled by the degrading circumftances attendant on a profecution, 
which IS without parallel in the annals of mankind. 
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Smdiih perceived that the fiege advanced but flowly he hoped 
therefore, that by opening a negotiation with dome leading men 
among the bcfieged, to gam them over to his intercfts The event 
anfwered his wifhes The Cutwal and fevera] other ofliccrs having 
been bribed by a large Aim of money and a promife of perfonal fecu- 
nty, agreed to deliver up one of tbe gates of the fort On a pre- 
concerted fignal a feledt body of troops prefenting themfelves, 
nere admitted by the treacherous Cutwal and, before the governor 
or his aflbciate Daieram could rcceiie mformation, were overpowered 
and taken prifoners They were immediately put into clofe con- 
finement, and fent off to the camp Sindiah, when poflclled of 
the fort, by not permitting it to be plundered, afled with becom- 
ing policy j he, hoivever evaded cttnfiderable Aims from the moft 
wealthy inhabitants, which he diftfibuted ns a largefs to the army 
Of the whole of the pofleffions of the late Afr^fiab Khan there 
now rmamed only Ah Ghur That fort is fituated in the upper part 
of the Doo Ab It had been fortified with great care, and in it 
were depofited the family and treafures of the deceafed Nuwaub 
Jahaungire Khan, his brother, commanded in All Ghur He had a 
ftrong garnfon and the fiege was expeded to be long and bloddy 
Early m the month of July of the current year Sindiah appeared be- 
fore the place Contrary, however, to all cxpcdation, it held out 
but a fliort time It has been imagined that the fears of the women, 
for the prcfcrvation of their honour and clfeds, had inclined the 
Killadar to pacific mcafures Certain it is that Jcbaungire Khan, fig- 
nifjing his rcadmefs to negotiate, a treaty was accordingly drawn 
up, and agreed to by the refpcdivc parties To Khadim Hoficen 
Khan, eldcA fon of tlic deceafed Nuwaub, a jaghirc was allotted, 
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amoiiming to a }cai]y icvcnuc of a lack and a half of lupces. To 
the Begums were promifcd an honoiiiablc afylum, and to Jehangire 
Khan pcrfonal fafety. It appears, however, that this treaty was 
very ill adhered to by the Marhatta Chief ; for on the place being 
furrcndcic’’d, the Begums and Jehangire Khan w^crc fent undei a 
flrong guard to the fort of Gualior, and there detained m confine- 
ment. The young Nuwaub, indeed, w^as received by Sindiah with 
great attention, and dircdtcd to remain in the royal camp. Sindiah 
then took pofTcllion of the fort, and with it the w'hole of the trea- 
fures of Afrafiab Khan, amounting, as it has been affirmed, in 
fpecic, jewels, and \aluablc articles, to a cioie of rupees. 


The fall of Ah Ghur cffiibhffied the minifler*s authority on a 
firm and folid bafis. Having before reduced under obedience the 
greater part of the Doo Ab and the countries fouth-wefb of the 
Jumna, he now found himfclf maftcr of the whole of the poffef- 
fions of the late Zulhcar A 1 Dowlah, with an acquifition of revenue 
of two crore of rupees. ' ' 

Intelligence of thcfc impoitant fucceffies reaching Delhi, Shah- 
Aulum demonftrated his fatisfad;ion by fignal marks of favour. 
Thefe were conveyed to the prime minifter in three hundred fuperb 
Khilluts, to be diftributed by him to the officers of the army. Nor 
was Sindiah lefs liberal in his return Twelve lacks of rupees were 
allotted for the fupport of the king’s houfehold ; and he moreover 
fent rich prefents to court. 

I 

About this time the prince Juwaun Bukht, the heir apparent, then 
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refidmg at Benares, forwarded to court a paifhcuflr of one lack of 
rujpecs This tclbmony of attention afforded great confolation to 
the king’s mind He now, for the firft time fincc the death of Zul- 
ficar AI Dowlah, cxpcnenced fome repofe from the tumultuous 
cabals which Iiad fo long difgraccd his court, and fihcd him witkin- 
-quietude and anguifh 

The departure of Mr Haflings having occalioned fome changes 
in the Bntifh adminifhration pcrlpicmty requires that we bring 
under one head fuch tranfa<aions under that government as bear rela- 
tion to the court of Delhi, dunng the current year Sir John Mac- 
pherfon fucceeded Mr Haflmgs lA the chair That gentleman, 
equally well inclined with his predeceflbr to pay evciy attention in. 
his power to the king’s interefts, took an early opportunity of ligni— 
fying the fame He coidirmed to the Shah Zadah the generous aid 
he had received the preceding year, and through him alTured his 
majefly, that the Bntilh government would, on all reafonable occa- 
fions, extend their aid in fupport of his authority 

On the part of Smdiah Mr James Anderfon had fucceeded h^s 
brother as ambalTador to that Durbar Major Brown, who had re- 
fidcd at court for fome time palV, was non recalled 

On the fide of Oude, Major Palmer, who liad refided at the 
court of Afuf AlDowla the two preceding years, was now, at his 
own requeP removed To him fucceeded Colonel Harper, w ho 
took an early opportunity of pay ing attention to the king, which he 
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fignificci bylcUcrs, accompanied on the part of the govcinoi geneial 
hr a paiflicufli fmtablc (o the occaHon. 


From thefe digicHions we return to affiirs at court. After the 
captujc of All Ghur, Sindiah repaired to Delhi, where, on his ar- 
rival, his wiiolc care and attention were dircdlcd to rcftoring good 
order to the government, m all aflairs, both foreign and domcftic. 

Shah-Niram AI Deen, a confidential fervant of the minifier, was 
appointed to the fiipcrintcndancc of tlic loynl Iionfchold, to which 
his majefiy added the government of the fort and city of Delhi. 

Toward the clofc of the cuircnt year died Zabita Khan, luler of 
Schauninporc, a man, whofe long and aiflive life had been maiked 
with a variety of alternate fuccefs and misfortune. 

Taken compaiativcly with his father Najeeb A1 Dowlah, Zabita 
Khan appears to have been of inferior capacity ) his fiequent rebel- 
lions, and the native turbulency of bis temper, had totally eflranged 
from him the king’s mind, and the account. of his death was re- 
ceived at court with indifference. 


Zabita Khan was fuccccdcd in his teiritories by Ins eldeff fon 
Gholaum Caudir Khan. He was a youth, proud, ciuel, and fero- 
cious. His firft adlon affuming the government was theexpulfion 
of his uncle Afziil Khan. This nobleman was at the time advanced 
m years, and admired for his exemplary manners. On his degiada- 
tion Gholaum Caudir ordered his effedts to be feized and confifeated. 
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This bold aflumption of the government, -without confulting the 
court, or petitioning for a continuation of the Sunaud, agreeable 
to the eflabhflied ufage of Hindoftaun, ga\c great ofience to the 
king But Gholaum Caudir, well aware of the confequenccs, pre- 
pared to fupport his rebellion by open violence The fort of Ghofc 
Ghur was accordingly put into a Hate of defence, and the means of 
affembhng a confiderable force was afforded him by the Confifcation 
of his uncle’s property 

In thofe adts Gholaum Caudir exliibitcd the firft fymptoms of 
that diabolical fpirit which dcCgnatcd the adtions of his future life 
To him it was referved to difgracc the houfc of Timoor, and to add 
the lall outrage to the miferieS of a long and moft unfortunate reign 
But previous to entering into a deUil of the intrigues of Gholaum 
Caudir, we mull for a while cany fonvard the afiairs of Sindiah, and 
his operations with the neighbouring Bates 

Intelligence of the dcfedlion of Gholaum Caudir had fcarccly 
arrived at court, when the pnme minifler was alarmed by an ac- 
count of the rebellious defigns of the Jynaghur prince Pertaub 
Sing, informed of the late tranfadlions at Ghofe Ghur, had at the 
fame time withheld his accuflomed tribute He thought the prefent 
opportunity fasourablc to a defign long entertained of rendenng 
himfelf mdependant Sindnh prepared to fubdue him by force 
hut thcadcicc of the Rajah’s confiduitnl fervants pretented for 
the prefent matters proceeding to extremity Thej , forefeeing rum 
to his caufc while Sindiah continued fo jiowcrful in the Bate, per- 
fuaded Pertaub Sing to dcBB Their adiice was attended with 
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effecSl. The tribute was fcnt, and an additional' paifhcufli which 
accompanied it appeafcd the refentment of Shah-Aulum. 


Refpeefted on all fides by the country powers, this fortunate 
Marhatta chief now faw with exultation his authority arrived at its 
higheft extent. The factious fpirit which had been exhibited“by 
the Mogul nobility was quelled , and Sindiali's fubfequent condud: 
toward that powerful body contributed both to reconcile them to 
his cauf^, and attach them to his peifon. Thus eligibly lituated, 
had Sindiah properly appreciated his good fortune, he might have 
fecured a power complete and unimpaired to the end. Unfortu- 
nately, however, a fpirit of avarice gaming giound in his bread:, 
inclined or impelled him to deviate from that line of liberal policy 
by which, at the drft advance of his authority, he had been wifely 

f- 

guided. This deviation led in its confequences to events of a moft 
ferious nature, and had well nigh proved the utter deftrudi on of the 
mimfter. But in order to explain the cau fes of an axfl which, in its ' 
-execution, was followed by a revolution in the Rate, it will be here- 
neceflary to detail in a more particular manner'the. nature and tenure 
of the Jaiedads, or, as known m Hindod-aiin, thofe lands which are 
appropriated for the fupport of the troops.. 


In moft of the courts of India, certain portions of land are fet 
apart for the payment of the army, thefe are termed Jaiedads, a 
tenure which fecures to the pofleffor a fure and ealy colledlion : they 
are made over to the commanding officers, who, exclu/ive of the 
advantages they derive from thefe affignments in realizing their pay, 
are moi cover enabled to~ retain a numerous body of dependants.- 
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Thcfc incrcafed their confequence m the Rate, and not unfrequcntly 
afforded them the means of perfona] fafety, when their turbulent am- 
bition led them to rebel agairrft their fovercign It was thefe Jaie- 
dads that the Minifter determined to rcfiime j and for the caufes 


before mentioned, their rcfulnption at this jundlure was equally dan- 
gerous, impolitic and unjuft yet did Smdiah perlift, and though 
havmg the examples of Mirza Shuflec and others of his predcceflbts 
before bis eyes, he with a pertinacity approaching to infatuation, 
earned his refolves into effeifl Confiderable murmurs there were, 
but the great force of Marhattas kept up by the mmiller prevented 
for the prefent any open aft of holhlity on the part of the Mogul 
officers In fecret however, fired with refentment, they refohed on 
vengeance The blow was gradually preparing About this time 
Naraieen Daufs, who, fince the death of Afrafiab Khan had con- 
dufted the affairs of the Khalifa, was fuddenly, without accufation, 
difmiffed from his employment, and his property, to a laigd amount, 
openly confifeated for the minifter’s ule The vacant office was 
. confirmed on fihah-Nuzam AI f)een 


Such repeated afts of injuftice excited extreme dilguft Rajah 
Himmut Behadur, who had fo eminently affifted the defigns of Sm- 
diah, was not the lad to exyicricncc an ungrateful return An account 
of his Jaicdad, together with certain balances, faid to be due to the 
royal treafury, were demanded of him in the moll percmptoij' terms 
But Himmut Behadur mdignant at the controul attempted to be 
exerted over him, refohed to withhold all future fupport from his 
ungrateful affociatc Quitting the court, therefore, he withdrew 
to his cllatc near Bindrabund, and prepared for relillancc 
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7 lie downfall of the minirtor\s authority \ras accclcmtcd by a 
ruptinc wnh tltc Rajah of Jynngluir, againfl whom a war now 
icemed inevitable. 


Ptitnub Sing, though luinfelf of weak capacity, and enervated 
In inunuutc pkaluic^, had ncvcithclcfs, duung a long interval of 
)Hacc, incicafetl tlu rewnue*?, and extended tlie commerce of his 
country. He non icfoKcd openly to declare his independance of 
ilie court ; and hiving, as a prelude to his rebellion, withheld the 
culloniaty tribute, he began to culled forces, and prepare himfelf foi 
the confequcnccs But jnevious to cntci ing into a detail of the war 
againd Jcnagluir, uc mull ucur fora uhde to the htuation of Ma- 
homed Beg Hanitlani, uhohorc a confiilerablc fliaic in that wai. 
Mahomed Beg, the reader mil lecollcdl, had been fent into the 
counii) ol Kitchvara, nlicie having reduced the foiti efs of Ragho 
Ghur, and fettled the aflaiis of the piovincc, he icmaincd in that 

0 

Ration for rlirec }c.us. Sindiah now oicicrccl him to the capital, 
nhcrc he arrived at the commencement of the ciiiicnt year. As he 
brought with him a conlidciable body of liis Mogul troops, the mi- 
niRer reccued him in a manner apparently coidial ; but dicading his ■ 
power and influence whiHl at the head of an army, endeavoured to > 
pcrfuadchim todifband his tioops. To this Mahomed Beg gave a ■ 
pofituc refufal ; and the intelligence of the revolt of Pcitaub Sing 
arriving at couit, ddcircd the Marhatta prince from enforcing com- 
pliance. Mahomed Beg, who retained in his bieafta deep refent- 
ment, was rcfolved, as opportunity fliould occur, of gratifying it 
to the full extent. He bad fince his return entered into a conefpon- 
dcnce with the prince of Jynaghur, which was terminated by an 
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Hliancc with that chief Mean while Sindiah having made thene- 
ceflaiy preparations for the campaign, committed the care of the 
capital to his deputy Shah Nuzam A1 Dcen, and marched towards 
Jynaghur Pertaub Sing, attended by 3 numerous army, which he 
had recruited by alhances with fevcral of the neighbounng Rajpoot 
princes, was encamped on the frontiers of his dominions — The 
e&dl of that difguft, long entertained by the Mogul officers, now 
began to manifeft itfelf to the detriment of the prime minifter 
Scarcely was he arrised m the prefence of the enemy when he re- 
ceived information of a'defedtion among his own troops The 
Mogul nobihtj , headed bj Mahomed Beg Khan liad fccrelly entered 
into engagements with Pertaub Sing, whofc fplendid offers of 
money and employment in his lervice at once gratified iheir avarice, 
and afforded them the means of being revenged for the indignities 
they had fiijbuned from the Marhatta pnnee Through the agency 
of Rajah Daieram a treaty was formally drawn up, by which it 
was fettled, that on tlie approach of the minifter’s army, Mahomed 
Beg and the other Mogul lords Ihould join Pertaub Sing Accord- 
ingly attended by their whole force, they in the face of Sin- 
diah’s army went over to the enemy Affonifhed, but nbt dif- 
mayed at this treacherous aft, Sindiah with his remaining force hc- 
fitated not to give inflant battle Thcadtion which enfiied was long 
and bloody but Maliomed Beg Khan Hamdani liaving been flam 
by a cannonball, the Moguls received a chccl., and were thrown 
into fomc confufion Pertaub Sing, informed of this accident, 
haflened to the fpot, and conferred the command of the Moguls 
upon Ifmacel Beg, nephew of the deccafed chief Ifmacvl Beg re- 
newing the combat with ardour, foon recovered from the difordcr. 
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aiul rcftorcd ihc fucccfs of the day. But the event would have ftill 
remained doubtful, had not feme difciphncd battalions, formerly m 
the fci vice of Afrafiab Khan, at this ciitical moment, fuddenly gone 
o\cr to the enemy, by w'hith the Marhattas wtic difpirited beyond 
repair. The aflair was immediately decided j Sindiah rctieated 
from the field with expedition, and was obliged to take lefugc in the 
fort of Ahvar, the capital of his ally, the prince of Machcri. 
Tliat chief received the fugitive uiili cordiality and rcfpcdl . but the 
fcvcrc check which Sindiah’s authority had fuffaincd m the lofs of 
the late battle, and the difpcifed fate of the Marhatta army, con- 
vinced him that he could not long hold his ftuation at court. Col- 
luding, thercfoic, the remains of his difcomfitcd foiccs, he quitted 
Alwar, and retiring fouthward acrofs the Chumbul, repaiied to 
Guahor, there to wait for reinforcements from Deccan. 


Had the Jynaghur prince on this occafion made a proper ufe of 
his vidor)% it is probable the Marhatta influence in Hmdoftaun 
w^ould have been totally annihilated , but content with having cleared 
his dominions of the invader, Pertaub Sing, after firfl: detaching 
the Mogul foicc under Ifmaccl Beg to beflege Agrali, wdiich place 
was flill m the hands of the Marhattas, he himfelf returned to 
Jynaghur. 


The fort of Agrah was defended by Lackvvajee, the Marhatta 
general; he had with him a ftrong gaiiifon, with abundance of pro- 
viflons and every thing requifite to fuftain the attack. But the in- 
habitants of the city, totally impiepared wuth any means of reflf- 
tance, and intimidated by threats of military execution, quietly fub- 


u 
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mittcd on the firft approach of Ifmaeel Beg That chief having laid 
the inhabitants under a fcverc contnbution, now formally demanded 
a furrender of the fort, to which Lackwajec replying m the negative, 
Ifmaeel Beg commenced the liege ' 


Our attention mull now be dite&ed to the dilagreeable lituation 
into which the king had been throvm by the defeat and fubrequent 
departure of the Marhatta army from Alwar Prior to that event, 
Sindiah had received certain intelligence that the late defertion of the 
Mogul officers was owmg to the intrigues of Rajah Daieram Rcll- 
lefs and turbulent m difpolition, that nobleman wai contmually em- 
ployed m fomenting the mtngues and rcvivmg the difcontent of the 
Mogul nobihtyi and through his negociation, the treaty before 
mentioned with Fertaub Sing had been effedled Sindiah, in ac- 
quamting his deputy, Shah Nuzram A 1 Deen, with this circum- 
ftance, urged him to inflidl exemplary pumlhmcnt upon the traitor 
His orders were obeyed for having eaufed Rajah Daienm to be 
anelled and brought to court the feroaous deputy even in the royal 
prefence gave orders for tlie unliappy wretch to be trodden to death 
under the feet of an elephant * 

Although, by this fanguinary deed, the deputy evinced a deter- 
mined fpinted "to fupport the Marhatta authonty, the accounts of 
his mailer’s defeat md fubfequent moiemcnt towards Deccan, pre- 
pared him to cxpcdl the moll unplealant iffiie He accordingly put 
the fort and city of Delhi into the bell poffible Hate of defence Of 
thefe precautions he foon foutid ihcrc aiais fiifficicnt need Gliolaum 
• MS Nana ivc of Sjvd Real Klaiu 
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( C i\'' n, v,,,t'^, 1\'' < 1.0 It ni 'rIvCtI, h.td rtllcnii'K'iI Ati army, now 

<.,t It i jP iH' J t 1 I n ^ jf til ihc »ul\ .inccnicnt ol luh iimbitiou'i 
Jr= . ny In n **'. bi .urixcil tin the c.illcin bink of tlic 

*uu! op|*(j/:{c ibc citiukl. 7 he RoliiILi thief, 

beuvUi, ivif in'- bo|H ^ ol fiKtcis wholly on arms. He had 

ar tind to ' is n nsih ,\ pcifon of git.it mnutnee, as well in the 
t u*'i.'h, iWvT tin mind of the king. 'J hn. man was Miinfoor 
Ml Kir.n, the N.iv n who, bred up v iih Shah- '\uliim, liad, from 
hu tnhtd wueh, Inui .i tonfidtntiil fcr\an(, and loaded with a 
Mv}»u(;on fu* iunvatt . .*tui liillmj’Uidrcd kmdiuls: hut fortictfiil of 
iht duiv I'c i;Wvd ht^- ln\^r(iL*n, cu uratitude due to Ins bcncfniflor, 
the tauhff.iiK N.i7tr joined m the intrigues of the rebel. By the 
Ivocatt;? for (lie Kavir it has hecn alTerted, that hatred againfl: the 
Marintfa goManment was the real caufc of fo cMraordinary a con- 
duel. kVom whatexcr motne it nrofe, certain it is, the Nazir \vas 
determined to imroilucc Gholaum Cadir into the admmiftration; and 
had accordingly font letters to thcrtbcl, inging his fjiccdy appearance 
to demand of his maieriy the vacant oflicc of Ameer A1 Omrali. 


Great was the con/lcrnntion occadoned at Delhi by the arrival of 
the Rohilla army; hut Shah Nizam A1 Deen, afhftcd by Defmouk, 
fon-in-lawf of Sindiali, prcpaicd to repel the invader. Unliappily 
for thcmfelvcs, they derpifcd the force of Gholaum Cadir; and 
lulled into a fatal fccurity, were contented wuth detaching a fmall 
force acrofs tlic river, giving podtivc orders to the commanding 
officer to make an immediate attack on the cnemy^s camp. Of this 
inattention they, in the fcquel, had caufe to repent : the battalions, 

♦ Siipcnntcndant of, tlic houfchpld. 
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on the veiy firft onfct, -wcic dnvcn back and dtfperfed by the Ro- 
hilks-^ith great lofsj they purfued them to the banks of the nvcr, 
where, boats not being at hand, many threw themfelvcs mto the 
Jumna and pcnihed miferably the few who fumved, afhamed to 
appear before the deputy, dilperled thcmfclvcs over the city, and, as 
ufual m Hindoftaun, began to plunder 

The deputy feeing the difallrous pofture of afiairs, and having 
by this time received intelligence of the traitorous dcCgns of the 
Nazir, prepared by a fpcedy flight to fave himfclf from the ven- 
geance of the conqueror Accompamed by Defmouk, he withdrew 
privately from Delhi They repaired to the fort of BuUum Ghur, 
a place twenty miles fouth of the capital Hera Sing, KiUadar 
of that place, received them with humanity but Shah Nizam A1 
Dcen not deeming himfelf fufficiendy fafe at Bullum Ghur, retired 
from thence to Dcig, which ftill acknowledged Smdiah’s authority 
Defmouk repaired to his father-in-law, nhom he joined in the 
neighbourhood of Guahor 

On the flight of the deputy from Delhi being made public, Gho— 
laum Cadir prepared to reap the fhiits of his late fuccefs He 
crofled the nver wth a fdedt body of troops, and wcht dirca to the 
kmg’s palace On his amval, (agreeably to a concerted plan) he 
was introduced by the treacherous Nazir to the emperor 'Whem 
honoured nith the cuflomary khillut, Gholaum Caudir preferred his 
petition for the inveftiturc of the office of Ameer A1 Omrah, and con- 
cluded vnth protcftations of fidelity and attachment to his majclly’s 
perfon Shah-Aulum, perceiving lumfelf miliout rcfourcc, was 
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contlraincd, much ngainR his inclination, to giant the icqucR of this 
tuihulcnt rhitf. Having acquicfccd in the demand, the patent of 
treat ion \tas ordciod to bcgoticady, and the Rohilla with a refpea;- 
ful obtifincc ictircd from the picfcncc. 

'i'hcnigh by compulfatoi) means Gliolaum Caudir had thus at- 
tamed the ddired objceR, his power w'as by no means fccurely efta- 
bhllK'd. sSevcrnl perfons well attached to die Marliatta government, 
ns hkew ifc to the, king’s perfon, Rill remained m Delhi. Thefe, 
indignant at the unwoithy treatment of their fovcrcign, and pitying 
ill's degraded Rate, rcfolvtd to make one cRbrt for the reRoration of 
his authority AmongR others was the Begum Somroo, •\vho at 
that time had confidcniblc influence in the councils of Delhi. This 
lad) , w’ifc of Somroo, (a name too w'cll knowm to EngliRimen by 
his infamous condiuft at Patna,) now commanded the difciplined, 
battalions wdiich he had raifcd, and wasmorever poflefled of a con- 
Rdcrablc jnglurc. 

As this lady will bear a confidcrablc Riarc in the remaining tranf— 
aeftions, we diall proceed to a concjfc rctrofped of her Rtuation 
and progrefs to authority. 

Somroo, a German adventurer, whom a fpinted author ^ has em- 
phatically Riled the bloody agent of the cruelties of Meer CoRim,’^' 
after the rum of his maRer’s afiairs, lelired into the Jaut province. 
He was there taken into the fervice of the late Zulficar AI Dowla,. 
then m the plenitude of his power'. In addition to his difciphned^ 

♦ Captain Jona&an Scott, of Deccan, Vol. II. 
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battalions, NujufF Ivhan gave him the command of a bod^ of 
Mogul horfej and for the fuppoit of the whole, alllgned him the 
Pergunnah of Serdhauna (ituafcd m the upper part of Doo Ab, as 
n Jaiedad Somroo previous to his death which happened in 
>7/8. married the daughter of a Mogul nobleman, ■nhofe family, 
from the unfcttled ftate of the times, had fallen into diftrefs This 
lady the prefent Begum, at the perfuafion of her hufband em- 
braced the Cbriftian faith She neceired from tlie.king the title of 
Zeeb Al NiBaa or. Ornament of the Sex and on Somroo s de- 
mifc, was continued in command over the troops and confirmed by 
NujufF Khan in the managtment of her jaghire Jn the centre of 
the ruiued province of Sehaurunpore, tn twenty-nmth degree N lati- 
tude, and about fixty miles dillant from the capital, rifcs the fmall 
but fertile principality of Serdhauna j it is bounded on the nortli by 
the tmvn of Berhauna, on the call by Nowlah, weft by the Hingun 
liver near the town of Bemaba, and fouth by the diftridi: of 
Meerut Its extent from north to fouth is thirty-Cx miles, and 
twenty-four from eaft to weft An uruemitting attention to the 
cultivation of the lands, a mild and upnght admmiftration, and 
care for the welfare of the inhabitants, has enabled tins /mail traft 
to vie with the moft cultivated parts of Hindoftaun, and to yield a 
renmue of ten lacks of rupees per annum The nvers Hingun 
and Cnfhna, which trarafe this valuable jaghirc, afford an ample 
fupply of ivatcr ; and the foil, naturally fcrtde, produces in abun- 
dance grain of all kmds, cotton, fugar-canc, and tobacco 

The town of Sedhauna, nherc the. Begum generally refides, is 
of conCdciable extent, plcafantly fttuated, and commanding a fine 
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view o( the nioiiniain'? of ninimdch to (he noith-caA- A fort 
jv. the (<'v\n contains n gootl nr/cn.il nntl fountlcry foi cannon. 
Five hittahons ot clituphncd 8c.tpo><, connnnncltd by Europeans of 
diifcrcnt countries and .ibout forty pieces of cannon of vaiious 
ca]d>rt.s ennditute the foicc kept up by Begum Somioo. With 
thrle auvl abouf two hinulitd Europeans, pnncipally employed m the 
IcTMLc ot utilJcr), die IS ena!>}ed to maintain a rerpcdablc htuation 
among the neighbouring powers. 

\\*hile the funotinding lends exhibit (he tfieds of dcfolation and 
djdrcfs, (he ruuni(hing nppLarance of this Jagliirc -imprcircs the 
mind oi tl’e fruelleruuh (enlations mod giatifying; anditisupon 
this principle, that, deviating fiom the rigid line ol luAoiical prcci- 
fion, V. c embrace (lie oppominiiy of j^aying a inbuie dcfervcdly due 
to the r))irit, acliMty, rnd talents oi (hi$ noble lady. Endowed by 
niti re with mafculinc intrepidity, adifled by a judgement and fore- 
light chir md esmprehcndcc, Begum Somioo, during (he vauous 
reculutioiv above' det ulctl, was enabled (o preferve her countiy iin- 
moLded, and her amlioniy unimpaucd. In the fuccelfivc admi- 
mllration ol* Zuldcai '\1 Dow la, Aliiza Slnillcc, and Afiafiab Khan, 
die V as conhrmed in hei poncfiions ; and wdicn Smdiah arrived at 
fupicme })ow'CJ, he added to the extent of them by a giant of feme 
Ollier lands foutli-w'cfl of the Jumna. In the war againd Pcrtaiib 
Sing, Begum Somioo with her foiec was Aationed at Panniput on 
tlic frontier, and in committing fo important a trull to hei charge 
was fufficicnt proof of the idea the Mai hatta chief had conceived 
of hci capacity. Hci condudl.now evinced that that confidence had 
not been mifplaccd, and her fpiiitcd exertions in defence of the 
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king’s authonty acquired dcforvcd applaufc in the breafls of all 
To this lady, then, Gholaum Cadir, on retiring from the prcfencc, 
made offers of alliance Aware of her influence at court, the artful 1 
Rohdla endeavoured, by >the moft Ihidicd rdlpcft to acquire her flip- 
port in the extenfion of 'his uflirpcd authonty, aflured her of a 
grateful return on his part, and finally proffered her an equal lhare 
in the admimflration of afiairs The profpcdt was 'tempting j but 
the Begum, well acquainted with the charadlcnflic perfidy of the 
RohiUa, and refolved to defend her fovereign, rejedled all his fohci- 
tations and to give proof of her relblution to /maintain the 'king’s 
authonty, fhe with her whole force repaired to the palace, and de- 
clared her mtention of facnficing her life in 'his majefty’s caufe. 
Her appearance gave great confolation to the king j and fome other 
officers at the fame time affembhng troops, the court began to talk r 
m a higher fleam toward the rebel Matters drew near to a enflt 
Gholaum Cadir, bafiled in his attempts to acquire the Begum’s 
flipport, when informed of what had pafled, was inflamed wuth 
fa\’agc fury Gomg to his camp on the oppofite bank of the 
Jumna, he thence difpatched a meflenger to court, demanding, m 
terms moft peremptory, the immediate removal of Somroo’s wife, 
addmg, that m the event of non compliance he fliould proceed to 
hoftilities His meflage having been treated with the contempt 
It defers ed, Gholaum Cadir commenced a heavy cannonade 
upon the royal palace* This was anfwered from fome artUlciy 
in the fort, from tlic guns attached to the Mogul battalions in 
Ins majefty’s fcrvice, and from a battery winch had been cieiftcd 
with great c\pcdition bj Begum Somroo ConCderable damage 


• 5jud Rem Khins MS. ramtlvc. 
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was done to the palace by this outrageous infult; but the king’s 
troops behaving with great firmnefs and fpirit, it is moft probable 
the Rohilla would have been compelled to retire. For the prefent, 
however, he was faved by the treacherous machination of his alTo- 
ciate within the fort. The Nazir fuddenly declared, that the royal 
treafury was exhaufted, and refufed to make any farther dilburfe- 
ments for the troops. This untoward circumftance on fo critical an 
occafion, greatly embarraffed his majefty’s affairs ; but as the ur- 
gency of the cafe .required fome immediate fbeps, the royal jewels 
and feveral articles of the houfehold were depofited to raife a fum 
of money, which was immediately given to the foldiery. During 
this difgraceful fcene, intelligence anived that the Prince Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by a large army, was on his march to 
the capital. Of this event the Nazir conveyed private information 
to Gholaum Caudir, and forefeeing that the prince’s arrival would 
difconcert his perfidious fchemes, heflrongly recommended the Ro- 
hiUa to make immediate overtures for a pacification, to which he 
doubted not the King would agree. No time was to be loif ; Gho- 
laum Caudir, therefore, having fignified to his majeffy his fincere 
contrition for the late infult, prefented a hand fome paiflicufh in ready 
money, and moreover promifed to reffore all the royal lands in Doo 
Ab which he had lately ufurped. To thefe offers Shah-Aulum, 
who knew the mfincerity of the Rohilla, would not have confented, 
but, urged by -the repeated felicitations of the Nazir, whom by a blind 
infatuation he deemed a faithful fervant, at length acquicfced in the 
propofals. The terms being fettled, an honorary drefs was dif- 
patched over the river to Gholaum CaudirKhan, who immediately 
after receiving it, ftruck his camp, and returned to Sehaiinmpore. 


X 
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Scarcely bad he departed when letters from the pnnee Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht arnted at court In thefe, after acquamting his 
father of his rapid approach, he congratulated him on the prolpcdl 
now afforded of punilhing the rebel, and eameftly requelling the 
king not to enter mto terms The mtimation amved too late 
To account for the prince’s re-appearance at the capital, we muff 
now proceed to a bnef review of the occurrences of his hfe 


The death of Nujeeb A 1 Dowla m 1769, and the mtngues of the 
Marhattas having, as already related, recalled Shah-Aulum to his 
capital, the prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht from that period contmued 
to refide with his father Dunng the vanous revolutions which 
occurred, the prmce, by living m a retired Rate, and forbearing to 
interfere with public affairs, efcaped from the perilous lituation of 
the contending parties But the conduiR of Afrallab Khan having, 
as before remarked, excited m his breaff a juft mdignation, Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht refolved to feek an alylum at the court of Oude 
In the year 1 784 he effefled his efcape from the palace , and accom- 
panied only by a few perfons, he croffed the Jumna, and afterwards 
the Ganges, from whence he repaired to Rampore, the capital of 
Fizoolah Khan* He was received by that chief with every atten- 
tion due to his high tank, and treated with profufe holpitality At 
his departure, the benevolent Roliilia direQed a detachment of horfe 
to accompany him to the vizir’s frontier 


* Srt a particular detail of the pnnee * efcape, tTaallatcd frotn the FerCan language, 
bj Captain Jonathan Scott, at the end of a veij intcrefUng rocmolr written by Mr 
Hillingt, late gotemoe-gtnerU of India. 
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On his nrrtvnl at Lucknow, tlic prince was received by the vizir 
and the Britifli governor-general, who had lately repaired to Oude, 
in Older to make feme arrangements in the affairs of that province. 
At hJr. I ladings* fuggedion, the vizir was induced, not only to 
extend Ills protedion to the fugitive prince, but to allow him a pro- 
vidon of foui lacks of lupces for the fupport of his edablidimcnt, 
and, moreover, furnidi him with a houfc and every fuitable conve- 
nience becoming his dignity. On the go\crnor*s departure for Be- 
nares, tlic prince, from motives of gratitude, rcfolved to accompany 
him to that place, \\ here an event occurred which awakened his am- 
bition, and determined him to return to his father’s court. Hearing 
of the death of fra dab Khan, tlic prince applied to Mr. Haftings 
to adld him with an armed force, to accompany him to Delhi, for 
the recover)'’ of his authority ; but the governor, not deeming him- 
fclf authorized to interfere in the politics of Delhi, declined his 
afient. Mirza Jiiwaun Bukht, on the governor’s departure for 
Calcutta, returned to Lucknow, where he had not long been, when 
a vidblc alteration was perceived in the behaviour of Afuf aJ Dowla. 
The caufc of the breach that cnfiicd between them has not been cor- 
rcdly afccrtaincd ; by feme it was alledged, that the want of punc- 
tuality in the payment of the prince’s ffipend, occafioned a fharp 
animadvcrfion on his part; on the other hand it°was affirmed, and 
probably with feme reafon, that the vizir was not altogether fo well 
pleaded at the diminution his own revenues fuftained in granting the 
allowance before mentioned ; but fuch fentiments were furely un- 
worthy of the vizir of the empire, whofe family had iifen to power 
by the favour of his majefty’s anceilors, and on which account the 
prmce ought to have been treated with all imaginable kindnefs. 


X 2 
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Certain, however, it is, that thepnnce, in confcquencc of the flights 
which he received, determined him to remove from the court of 


Oude In 1785, he repaired to Benares, and made another, though 
inefieflual attempt to intcreft the Bntifh government m affording 
him afliflance for the re-eftablifliment of his authonty at Delhi 
His application failed of fuccefs but Mirza Juwaun Bukht was 
aflured that an afylum for himfelf and his family would always be 
readily granted within the company s temtoncs, and as his highnefs 
declined retummg to Lucknow an order was ilTued upon the com- 
pany’s treafury at Benares, for the payment of the fhpend which 
had been allowed him by the vizir In a fltuation fo eligible, Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht, had he properly appreciated it, might have paffed 
the remainder of his days m happmefs and comfort ; but a itfUefs 
Ipint of ambition impelled him to enter into the pohtics of the times, 
and in the end caufed him mconccivable anxiety and the mofl bitter, 
though unavailing, regret Not hoivever, to anticipate our narra- 
rative, it is here fufflaent to remark, that about this period Earl 
Comivallis, who had been nominated to the fupreme government m 
India, arrived at the city of Benares in his way to the vizir’s court 
To him, the Shah Zada m the moft prclfmg manner, renewed his 
felicitations for afliflanCe from the Enghflij but Earl Cornwallis, 
adopting the fame-lme of condud as his predecclfors, was com- 
pelled to give a decided negative to his requefts The governor- 
general*, however, from motives highly to be commended, ferioufly 
advifed the pnnee to remain where he was ; he allured him that tlie 
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icfpcdl entertained by the BritiHi government towards his illuftiious 
houfe, would ever be evinced, hy lendcring bis liighncfs fuch af- 
fidancc ns did not militate ag.unfl: the general line of policy which 
the} had adopted in their concerns with the princes of Hindoflaim, 
and, finally, Ins lordtliip concluded with obfcrving to his highnefs, 
that the company's tcrritoiics W'ould always afford him a fafe and 
honourable afylum. 


Soon after this conference, the governor-general pnrfucd his jour- 
ney to Oude, whither the prince followed him. By the good offi- 
ces of Earl Cornw'alhs, an interview bctw'ccn the prince and the, 
vi7ir was effieded, and an apparent reconciliation enfued : we affirm 
apparently only, for the fubfequent condiid of the vizir, after Earl 
Cornwallis’s departure, fatisfed the prince that this reconciliation 
w'as pretended. Abandoned by the court of Oude and finding he 
had nothing to exped from the Engliffi government, Mirza Juwaun 
Bukht now' dircdcd his wdiolc attehtion tow'aid raffing an army"^. 
Himmut Bchadur, the Ghofficn, and fome otliei chiefs, having of- 
fered their fcrvices on this occafion, invited the prince to a confe- 
rence on the plains of Bindrabund, in the neighbourhood of Agrah. 
By their affiftance, he, in a fliort time, affembled a confiderable 
force, and being at the fame time joined by the Mogul chief, Ifmaeel 
Beg, the prince took the road to Delhi, 

At tlie clofe of the current year he arrived in the neighbourhood 
of the city, where he was met by his family and his brother, the 


* It was at this time he wrote the letter, which appears m the appendix, No 3 
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prince Akbar Shah The next morning he made his entry into the 
capital m great ftate, when Shah-Aulum, hy the warmth of his. 
cmhraces, telbfied the joy which he experienced on the return of the 
heir apparent after fo long and diftrcffiDg an ahitnee The pnnee 
was immediately inverted with the foie management of affairs ; and 
there once more feemed a proljieirt: of relief from that vexation 
which the royal family had for a fenes of years undergone The 
Marhatta ufurpation u-as overthrown, and the rehelhous chief of 
Sehaurunporc had lately made ample fubmiflion appearances fo 
flattenng were, however, by the machinations of an ungrateful and 
wicked man too foon overclouded The Nazir, envious of the 
prince’s authority, and conrtant in his attachment to the turbulent 
Gholaum Cadir, fet at work every engine to fow diffention in the 
royal farody, and ahenate the king’s mind from his fon 

Some days after the prince’s arrival, the Nazm, in concert with 
other lords whom he had gained over to his party, demanded in full 
Durbar the payment of certain arrears, which he alleged to be due 
to the troops from the royal treafury The funds being at that time 
infufficicnt, he well knew this demand would embanafs the prince ; 
but, contrary to expcdlation, the pnnee, with much (pint, appealed 
to his father, and declared that as the affignments for thofe arrears 
were given during the Nazir’s admmirtration, he alone ought to be 
held refponfible for their liquidation To this opinion the king not 
onlj affented, but in feverc terms commanded the Nazir to defirt 
niough baffled in a firft attempt, the Nazir was firmly refolvcd to 
trj a fccondi m which, much to the difcredit of Sliah-Aulum, he 
was but too fuccefsful Secure in the confidence of his fovercign. 
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which he fo fhamefully ahufed, he had the audacity to inhnuate to 
the king fufpicions of the prince’s loyalty. On -this occafion, he 
obferved to his majefty, that the high pitch of authority to which 
he had elevated his fon, would no doubt infpire him with the delign 
of riling Hill higher ; and that as the king was now rapidly ad- 
tancing in years, and confequently incapable of vigorous exertion, 
the profped: of afcending the throne of HindoHaun was too feducing 
to be palled over by a perfon even lefs ambitious than his fon : that 
his late efforts crowned with fuccefs, and being at the head of an army, 
gave him entire and uncontrouled authority ; and thefe advantages 
were, when opportunity offered, powerful inducements, as well as 
fit inftruments, for the completion of his moH alpinng views. 

Thefe inlinuations, however unworthy, made a deep imprefiion' 
upon a mind debilitated by age, and obfeured in its intelledlual vigor 
and energy by a long ferics of defpondency and misfortune. The. 
audacious prefumption of the intercfied fervant was forgotten, and 
an eye of fufpicion call upon the fervices of a faithful and hitherto-- 
beloved fon. 

The effedls of the Nazir’s treachery foon became apparent. — 
Mirza Juwaun Bukht, who, fince his return, had bellowed unre- 
mitting attention to the re-ellablilhment of good order and tranquil- 
lity at the capital, now folicited the king’s permifiion to take the 
command of the army, and at the fame time for his majelly to 
accompany it in perfon during its progrefs. He pointed out the pro- 
priety and good effedl that might be expedled from his majefty’s 
making a circuit through the Doo Ab, which, he judicioully ob- 
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ferved, would contnbutc much to calm the minds of the people, 
agitated as they had been during the late troubles, and give additional 
confcquence to his majefly’s authority, flow rc-ellabliQied under fuch 
happy aufpices 

This propofal, however lalutaiy and wife, was, to the aftonifli- 
raent of the prince, rejefted by his father with the moft fngid in- 
difference He now too plainly perceived that fome fcaict machina- 
tions had been fct on foot to lolbll into the king’s mind the moll 
bafe and unjuft fufpicions , and therefore, difdainmg to remain at 
court, where he was treated fo unworthily, he determmed to remove 
to a dilknce, m hopes that tune and abfence would contribute to 
efface fuch impreflions from his father’s mind Havmg obtained 
the king’s perraillion to repau to Agrah, of which place he had 
lately been appointed governor, the pnnee, accompanied by his 
whole family and a fmall efcort, quitted the court, to which he 
never more returned 

Ifmacel Beg, who was at that time befieging Agrah, at ffrft re- 
ceived the pnnee w ith the utmofl refpedl and fubmiflion but his 
fubfequent condudl evinced, that in his heart this ungrateful chief 
was afluated by fcntiments far different from the loyalty and fidelity 
due to his fovcrcign and perceiving the untow’ard Rate of his affairs, 
he looked onl^ to the prcfervation of his own confcquence Tlic 
pnnee, compelled by urgent neceffity and the very low ftatc of his 
finances, requeffed of Ifmacel Beg to adjuff the aflSurs of the pro- 
Mnce, and to make o\cr to him a fuitable afllgnmcnt for the fupport 
of the fmall force which had accompamed him from DcIIu, and 
1 
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who, from long arieais, had become clamoious for pay. The 
Mogul chief lent a deaf ear to his felicitations ; and inflamed with 
pride, accompanied his refufal with difrefpedlful language to the 
prince. Difgufted at this treatment from a difobedient fubjedl, 
Mirza Juwaun Bukht quitted Agrah, and repaired to the camp of 
Gholaum Cadir Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of 
Deig; but meeting with flmilar treatment from that chief, and like- 
wife narrowly efcaping from a treacherous .plot laid to entrap his 
perfon by the perfidious Rohilla, the prince now for ever relmquiflied 
all hope of ie-infl:at;ing himfelf in his authority. As a lafl: mark of 
attachment and aftedlion to his friends, he difpofed of fuch effects 
as remained from the wreck of his fortunes, ivhich he divided 
equally among them j after which, attended only by his family and 
a few feled: adherents, with an aching heart he once more took the 
road 'to Benares, and repaired to his former afylum among the En- 
glifli. The^eneroflty of that nation again received him, and con- 
firmed to him his former allowances under difpofal of Mr. Duncan,' 
the Britifli refident. To follow his eventful life to its clofe, it is- 
only neceflary to remark, that after fome months refidence at that 
, place, he terminated both his life and misfortunes. The circum- 
fl:ances which attended his death are particular About the middle 
of September of the current year, he paid a vifit to the flirine of a 
Mahomedan faint at the fortrefs of Chunar ; and on his return ap- 
peared much exhaufled by the fatigues of the day and an intenfe hot 
fun. Towards midnight he grewworfej and though every aflif- 
tance was afforded him, both by his own and European phyficians, 


* MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 
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It proved of no £vm\ At the datvn of day he arofe, and in 
great agitation proceeded to the apartments of his favourite concu- 
binej nhcre, on his arrival, die called for an infant child nho ivas 
allcep ; but before the child could be brought, he was attacked with 
violent fpafms, and during a fhbrt interval from pain, had juft fuf- 
fiaent time to didlatc a letter to the Bntilb governor-general, rcconi- 
mending his family to the jiroteftion of the Epgiilh nation, which 
being fimflicd, be cxpifed quietly a few midutcs after m the’ forty- 
eighth year of his age His remains wto: interred with every fuit- 
able attention and honours due high rank Agreeably to his 

delirc, the penfion which had^'Secn allowed him was continued to 
his family , 

Mifza Jijjvaun Bukht Jehaundar Shah, though from capaaly not 
fitted foFthe bufy feenes of adbvc life, nor pofleffing any talents for 
government, was neverthelefs irreproachable in bis private chaiadler, 
and deemed by all an accompliflied gendeman To his friends he 
was conftant, and to his dependants humane and benet olent His 
domeftic qualities and fibal piety have been already exhibited to the 
world by teftimony the moft relpciftablc • and in his dilpofition he 
poflefled, in an eminent degree, that charadlcreftic amiability, which 
fucceflive hiftonans have unammoufly attnbuted to the princes of the 
houfc of Timoor 


See Mr HatUngi Letter tivin Ludcncnr, April 17S4 
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SINDI NH, who, ac related in the prcccdinir pages, had retired 
\ftcr ius defeat ncruA theiner Clnimbul, and waited fora reinforce- 
ment in the neMglibouiliood of Giinhor Tlic new' levies being ar- 
ri\ecl from Ueeean at the commencement of the current year, he, at 
rheir hcnii, entered the Doo Ab. The arrival of the Marhalta chief, 
while' It cnroimigcd the king to hope for relief from his didrcfTcs, 
at the fime time, awakened tlie fears of the Mogul lords, who 
were well aware that their late condinfl tow^ards their foverfeign 
would not be paflcd over wnth impunity. They conne(n:cd them- 
fehes, therefore, by firmer bonds, and prepared to refill: the Mar- 
hatta arms. 

Ifmacel Beg Hill lay before Agrah, but from the adive vigilance 
of Lukweajcc, the Marhatta general, he had hitherto made but 
flow piogrcfs in the fiege of that place. During thefc tranfadions, 
affairs at court had alfumcd a different afped; Shah-Aulum quitting 
Delhi, marched his army into the province of Jynaghur. Pertaiih 
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Smg, ruler of that countiy, m omitting to fend to court the accuf- 
tomed tnbute, evinced his difafiedlion to the royal caufe, and dated 
the refcntment of the court Pertaub Sing affcmbled his army on 
the frontiers, and appeared difpofcd to refill but on the approach 
of the kmg’s troops, he was, through’ the perfuafion of Rajah 
Himmut Behadur, induced to oficr temts of fubmiffion The latter 
chief, who had great influence with the king, had the addrefs to 
oppofe his anger, and by promifing, on the part of Pertaub Sing, 
a confiderable fum in ready money, and a future inctieafe of the tn- 
bute, he prevailed on his majclly to pardon his difafleflion As 
the king’s neceflities were then very great, thefc conceffions were ac- 
cepted without difiicully, and, to complete the reconciliation, the 
Jynaghur prince was mtroduced into the roj'al camp, cloathed m a 
Iplendid khiUut, and, afterwards, in an honourable manner, dif- 
mifled to his own capital 


Thefe matters being arranged, Sbah-Aulum proceeded on his 
route, and on his march continued to reccnc the fubmilTion of va- 
rious mferior Zemindars, who, from their remote Ctuation, liad 
been enabled to withhold payment of the revenues, and, for a fence 
of jears to bid defiance to the court with impunity One difcon- 
tented chief alone dill w ithhcld his allegiance j Nujuff Cooh Khan, 
who. It ma} be runembered, took an aiSuc part during the admi- 
niftration of the late Afrafiab Khan, was at this time in poflcfllon 
of the flrong fort of Gocul Ghur When fumnioncd to furrmder 
himftlf to Siiali-Aulum, he peremptorily refufed fubmiflion, and 
prepared himfelf for a vigorous refiftance Prior to the commence- 
ment of hoflilmes, an effort was made through tiic influence of the 
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Nazir to efFe(5t an amicable accommodation ; by his advice, Nujuff 
Cooli Khan offered, if his majefty would condefcend to confer upon 
him the vacant office of Ameer A1 Omrah, to ,which, from his 
birth and connections, he deemed himfelf entitled, he would with 

* 9 

all humility, not only immediately deliver up the fort of Gocul 
Ghur, but, moreover, forward to court a Paifficuffi of fix lacks 


of rupees j he concluded his propofal by obferving, that fuch a 
mark of the royal favour was the only means of preferving him from 
the refentment of his numerous and inveterate enemies who were 


bent on his total overthrow. Thefe propofals were laid before a 
council affembled at that time, and the king, from a delire of pre-- 
ferving peace, would have acceded to the terms prefcribed, but fome 
leading men in the council inclined his majefly to other meafuies ; 
they reprefented Nujuff Cooli Khan as a man void of honour or 

i 

principle, whofe prefent propofals were only a cover to deligns of 
a more ambitious nature, and dictated by the moll mfidious policy, 
that, wffien once fiimly effablilhed in the high office of Ameer 
A1 Omrah, and beyond the power of controul, he would then treat 
his foveieign with his accuftomed mfolence and difrefpcCl: , they 
therefore urged his fpeedy chaftifement. Swayed by thefe councils, 
the king, having firft difmifled the mclTenger of Nujuff Cooli Khan, 
commanded an immediate inveftiture of the fort. The ro^ al army 
at this time was compofed of feveial battalions of Nejeebs, the body 
guard, called the red battalion, a verj- confidcrabic body of Mogul 
horfe, and three difciplincd battalions of Sepoys, which h.ul lic- 
longcd to the late Somroo, and were then commanded by las Begum 
in perfon, and furniflicd with a rcfpcciable artillery, Ici’ed iw’ Lu- 
ropean cannoneers. The hcad-c][uartcis of Nujull Cc( li IP . n ’►ti'- 
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at a village about one mile diftant from the fort The remainder 
of his force, under the command of Munfoor Khan _wc;e Ra- 
tioned in Gocul Ghur The rebel entrenchments being Rrongly for- 
tified, his majefly direflcd Rajah Himmut Bchadur and Shah Meer 
Khan, with a cliofcn detachment, to credt batteries againft the village, 
and with the remainder of his army, he, in perfon, invefted the 
fort of GoclJ Ghur The batteries of Himmut Bchadur foon com- 
menced a vigorous fire upon NujufF Cooli Khan’s mtnenched poll, 
but at -the moment of making an evident imprefiion, an unfortunate 
accident occurred, which not only changed the face of afikirs, but 
brought tlic king’s perfon into the raolV Imminent peril 


The officers who ferved in the camp of Himmut Bchadur, dif. 
gufted at their abfence from their comrades in the grand army, and 
harralTed by incefient duty m the trenches, foigot the danger of 
their fituation and abandoned themlelves to the moft licentious ex- 
cefs i nor could all tlic admonition or threats of their commander 
prevail on them to defift; they palled the whole night in not and 
dcbaucheiy, and the foldicrs availmg thcmfelves of the pemiaous 
example, mdulgcd themfclses in Cmilar excefs Nujuff Cooli 
Khan who was equally bnne as vigilant, mformed by his fpics 
of what WTis tnnfafling, refoivcd to profit by tlie enemj 's negledt 
and folly j having fcledled a firong detachment of cavaliy, he pul 
himfcifat their head, and, marching in filcncc out of his entrench- 
ment, he fell w ith great violence upon the royal troops as they lay 
buried m fleep, and under the mfiucncc of their late debauch A 
dieadfqj and indifcnminate flaughter now took place, the lines were 
inllantl) earned, and a leiy laige booty acquired by the foldicrs of 
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NujufF Cooli K.han. The tenor excited by this extiaordinaiy attack 
was fo great, that the news being communicated to the mam body 
of the king's army, they were thrown into diforder, and began to 
prepare for flight; nor did the niifchief end there, for, to increafe 
the difmay, juft at the moment the lines were carried, Munfoor 
Khan, who commanded m Gociil Ghur, by a preconcerted agree- 
ment with Nujuff Cooli Khan,, iflued out of the town with a flrong, 
detachment, and four pieces of cannon. Having, by a circuitous 
route, leached the rear of the royal army, he commenced a very 
heavy fire from his artillery ; the confufion in camp now increafed 
tenfold ; every thing was uproar, diforder, and difmay. The 
king himfelf was, by this manoeuvre, expofed to the greatefl perfo- 
nal danger, and the royal tents being within range of the fliot, many 
perfons about his majefly were killed and woimded. In this dif- 
tradted flate the king was advifed to remove with the royal family, 
(there being at this time, fix princes in the camp) to the Herawul, 
or advanced guard of the army, which was without the range oF 
the enemy's cannon. To that fpot, on the firfl alarm, Shah Meer 
Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring by his prefence and ex- 
ample to animate and rally the flying troops. The king's tents 
were accordingly flruck, and Shah-Aulum, accompanied by his fa- 
mily, proceeded to the advanced guard. But the misfortune was 
now happily remedied by the magnanimity and gallantry of Begum 
Somroo. That fpirited woman was 'encamped to the right of the 
line ; her force remained entire, unafFedted by the general panic, 
and flood ready in drefled ranks. On perceiving the extreme con- 
fufion that reigned throughout the line, £he bravely refolved, by a 
perfonal effort, to prevent the king's difgrace ; fhe fent a reipedtfuL 
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mcflTagc to his majefty, dcfiring him to repair to her quarters, and 
aJTurcd him of her dctemiincd refolifition to piimfh <he rebel, or pc- 
ridi m the attempt At the fame time, flie, on the field, wrote a 
lliort note, ivhich flic difpatched to NujufiF Cooh Khan, upbraiding 
him mth^his ingratitude towards the hing, and threatening him 
ith immediate and cxemplaiy chalhfement The gallant lady • then 
getting into her palanquin, placed herfelf at the head of 100 of her 
otvn fepoys, accompamed by a fix pounder, commanded by an Eu- 
ropean officer With this detachment fhc proceeded to the Ipot oc- 
cupied by Munfoor Khan, and advancing upon the rebel wth much 
fpint, Ihe commanded her palanquin to be fet dotvn, and ordered 
her artillery to charge with grape Ihot, a well-dircdled fire from the 
gun, -affifted by vollies of fmall arms from the fepoys, foon Had 
the defired effeft Munfoor Khan, allonilhed at this fudden and 
unexpeiScd check, began to give ground, and having loll numbers 
of his men, he retreated with precipitation under the walls of the 
fort The king’s troops havmg now time to breathe, were ralhed, 
under the diredlion of Hiramut Bchadur and Shah Mecr Khan ; 
mofl of them having rcjoiiled their ftandards, attacked the enemy 
in their turn with great fpint, when after a Ihort, but delperate, 
conflidl, NujufF Cooh Khan was compelled to retire, but not before 
the gallant Shah Mecr Khan had fallen, pierced by a mufket ball 
His lofs was fincerely and defcnxdly regretted by the kmg and the 
whole army Order being once more rcllorcd, the king dircSed his 
tents to be pitched which done, he bethought of bellowing a fuitable 
reward to the gallant female who had prefen ed him from imminent 


• MS ramuiTe ef Syud Rent Khan, 
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dc{uucb‘on. H.iving fcnt foi her to the Durbnr, m the waimejfl 
teinis he prAifeJ her gallantry, and thanked her for the fcrvice flie 
had that day renvlcicil liini; he cloathcd hernia magnificent vefi, 
and, inedvlition t<ihei fin mcr titled, honoured her vviththe appellation 
of “ ht 5 moll beloved daughtcid’ It waj,, indeed, hyall acknow- 
Itdgt'vh thu' the intu’pklity inanifefied hy the Begum on fo trying 
an menttd (he mofi lionourahle leunid; to her courage 

and rcloiuiion v. av owing, not only the fafety of the aiiny, but hei 
l<wefe''gn\s lile. 


Nujufi'Cooh Khan, difpiritcd hy his late defeat, now condefeen- 
ded to talk in a more humble finun, and being well acquainted with 
tile infiucnic of J 3 cgum Sornroo at court, lie cndcav^ourcd to avail 
himfell of h.cr gnod offices to plead his paidon wnth the king, he 
declared his fine^rc contrition for ins late intemperate condiuft, and 
ofTerod, as an .UJiiemcnt, a huger funi of money than wdiat he had 
before promifcd, with profcfiions of fidelity in future The king, 
defirous of repofe fiom the fatigues of the field, was not unwilling 
to hflcn to thefe folicitations, and in a lew^ days a pardon was made 
out for the rebel chief, and lie W'as received at court. The money 
agiccd on having been paid into the royal trcafuiqg his majefly re- 
turned w'lth the army to Delhi. 

We mufl now return to IfmaecI Beg, who was fiill employed on 
the fiege of Agrah when he received the alarming intelligence of 
the approach of the Marhattas. 


Sindiah, who as before obferved, had re-entered the Doo Ah, 
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having, in the courie of his route, rccotered fevera] fortrefles under 
the Mogul chiefs, and reduced them to obedience, rcfolved to hazard 
a general aflion for the recovery of his authority For this purpofc, 
hefirft fent fornard his favounte general, Ranah Khan, t\|th 6000 
fcledl; cavalry, and brought up the remainder of his army in perfon j 
They advanced by ealy marches towards the city of Agrah If- 
macel Beg, previous to their arrital had ftrengthened himfelf by 
engagements with Gholaum Caudir Khan, and if both parties had 
abided by the compadl, it is probable their united force would have 
defeated the Marhatta army, and dellroycd the hopes of Sindiah } 
but unfortunately for Ifmaeel Beg, his vcrlatile alfociate, at this im- 
portant cnlis, deferted him, and, aQaiated either by capnee or 
tteacherous defign, marched away with his whole force, juft as the 
Marhatta army appeared m light Thus abandoned, Ifmaeel Beg 
did not yield to the didtates of defpondency or puCllanimous fear, 
but refolving, by his own adlivity and courage to counterbalance the 
defcilion of his unworthy coUeaguei he prepared himfelf for battle 
b the 23d of Auguft, m the cunent year, under the walls of 
a defperate aiftion enfued, and fo well was the palm of vic- 
tory contefted, tliat both parties fuftaincd a \eiy heavy lofs, butfor- 
time inclinmg to the Marhattas, Ifmaeel Beg was compelled to quit 
the field, and alraoft alone to croft the river Jumna 1 he fled to the 
frontiers of the vizir’s temtory; — the whole of the camp equipage, 
treafure, and artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors ; and 
Ranah Khan, on the cnfuing morning, made a triumphant entry 
into Agrahj which furfendered, after fuftammg a fiege of upwards 
•f a jear - 
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This vidloiy, the moft complete that had been gained by the con- 
tending p.iitiCb for many years, cnfuied the afcendancy of the Mar- 
hatta authority; and hi-d Ranah Khan availed himfelf of the geneial 
panic which it excited, he might have taken immediate pofleffion 
of Delhi, "rhat Hep would have entirely defeated the ambitious 
intrigues of the Mogul nobility, and prevented the degradation and 
difgracc of the iinfortun.itc b'hah-Aulum. But previous to entering 
into this melancholy detail, it will be neceffar)’’ to recur to the ti- 
tuation of the fugitive chief, Ifmaccl Beg, and of Gholaum Caudir 
Khan. 


Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his affociatc, when he repen- 
ted of his perfidy, and would have returned to his afiiRance, but it 
w as too late j he learnt the new s of his total defeat by Ranah Khan, 
and finding his force infufiicient to make head againft the Marhattas, 
he deemed it for the prefent more prudent to decline a conteft — 
Quilting the neighbourhood of Agrah, he fuddcnly appeared before 
the fort of All Ghur, a place then garrifoncd by Sindiah’s troops j — 
by a vigorous afikult he earned the fort, and obtained a confiderable 
booty j after leaving a body of Ins owm men in the place, he took 
the road to Delhi. 

It w^as at this period Gholaum Caudir firfi: formed his refoJution 
to Rrike a decifive blow ; he faw the fiipincnefs of the Marhatta 
army, and the defencelefs Rate of the capital, and being totally 
void of principle, and heedlefs of confequences, he formed and ex- 
ecuted the bold defjgn of plundering the imperial palace, and de- 
tlironing his fovereign. In order to facilitate the accomphihment 


z z 
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of his plan, he previoufly fent letters to his former colleague, If- 
macel Beg, m which, after many apologies for his late behaviour 
towards that chief, he faithfully promifed for the future to fhare 
his fortunes To excite his compliance, he laid open the propofed 
method of accpmpliQiing this daring enteiprire, and tempted his 
avaricious fpint with the hopes of noting in the hidden wealth and 
treafures which were faid to be depofited within the royal palace 
To thefe propofals, however nefanous Ifmaeel Beg, though at the 
expence of his honour, fcrupled not to yield a ready allent He 
accordingly quitted the place of his retirement, and fliortly after 
armed m the camp of Gholaum Caudir He was received with 
every mark of cordiahty and refpeift, and the two chiefs, after 
making a fuitable arrangement of their force, commenced their 
march towards the capital 

A Marhatta gamfon, under the command of Himmut Bchadur, 
fbll occupied the fort and city of Delhi Budel Beg Khan, Solc- 
maun Beg, and other lords, were alfo at this time about the king 
Tlie confpirators, on their arrival at the callem bank of the nver 
Jumna, oppoCtc to the palace, dilpatched a meflenger to court, de- 
manding, in infolcnt and threatening terms, an immediate admif- 
fion to the royal prefence Shah-Aulum, who was well acquainted 
with the perfidious difpolltions of thefe chiefs, refolutely refufed them 
entrance, and relying on the fidelity and attachment of his nobles, 
hoped, by their exertions, to defeat the traitors’ machinations — 
But alas, how mifcrably nas the unfortunate prince decened I 
Thofc \ciy men, infligatcd bj the detcllcd policy of the Nazir 
enicred clofely into the tiews of the rebel chiefs, and, forgetful of 
3 
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the cc’nhcicncc and beneficent attention of their king, during a feries 
of thiiiy )c.\rs, they hefitated not to abandon him in the hour of 
hi<^ ditlrcfs. To this dcfcdlion uas added, Jikcwjfc, that of Rajah 
Mimmilt Rchadur, who, by a dilgraccfn) and precipitate retreat 
fmm ius poCl, fullicd his reputation as a foldicr, and his loyalty as 
a fubjCcl. 

Shah-Aulum was thus left in a dcfcncclcfs hate; and every ob- 
Jlaclc being rcmo\cd, Gholaum Cadir Khan and his wicked aiTociate 
proceeded to the perpetration of tlicir atiocious dchgn. Two thou- 
find Roluilas accompanied the tiaitors : on their airival at the palace, 
tlic\ were met b> the Kazir, avlio introduced tlicm into tijc kine:’s 
prcfcncc. Gholaum Caudii and Ifmaccl Beg, placing themfelves on 
each fide llic throne, performed the cuhomary rc\ciencc. Gholaum 
Caudir then rcprcfcntcd to his majefly, tliat, forced by the machina- 
tions of his enemies, who had flandcrcd his reputation by calumnious 
charges, he had come to vindicate himfclf in the prcfence. 

Shah-Aulum, in reply, declared himfclf fatisfied with the con- 
du(5l of Gholaum Cadir in every point of view ; and in teftimony 
of his efteem, embraced the traitor. It was then hinted to the 
king, that the hour for his ufual repaft being arrived, it would be 
proper for his majcfly to rctiie into the Haram. On his majeRy's 
departure, the chiefs, who remained in the audience chambei, en- 
tered into clofc debate on the execution of their plot. Agieeably to 
the advice of the Nazir, the treafurer of the houfehold, Seetul Dofs, 
was dircdled to lepair to the king, and acquaint him of the neceflity 
v\hich exiRed of a prince of the royal family being immediately 
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appointed to attend the army m a progrefs through the provinces j 
that Gholaum Caudir would charge hinifclf with the conduit of the 
war againft the Marhattas and that, as a pledge tor his own honour 
and fafety, the command of the citadel and gamfon fliould be im- 
mediately dclnercd up to fucli perfons as he might choofc to nomi- 
nate In order howeter, to quiet the king’s apprehenfions, and 
evince the Cncerily of his ocvn intentions, the crafty Rohilla with 
his oun hand framed a treaty, m which, as a return for the confi- 
dence that was repofed in him, the traitor tolemnly fw ore to defend 
the perfon and intereffs of tlie king againft all oppofition 


The treaty being properly figned, Seetul Dofs earned it to the 
outward mclofure of the Haram, where it was delivered to an atten- 
dant who convejed It to his majefty The king having peru fed it, 
the tieafurcr was called in That nobleman, faithful to his kuig, 
frankly told him that no reliance could be placed on the notonous 
perfidy of the Rohilla chief He mentioned the cabals of the rebels 
in terms forrowful and indignant j and, as a teftimony of his own 
loyaltj , he offered to return and put Gholaum Cadir Khan to inftant 
death To induce a compliance with his requeft the treafurcr 
uiged that there was ftill a fufficient force within the palace to fup- 
port the aift and expel the traitor’s troops But the king, by 
fomc unaccountable infatuation, refufed his faniftion to the deed, 
though It was the onl) probable means of extricating himfclf from 
his perilous fituation He rcjcifted the propofal, and dircdled the 
treafurcr to return to the rebels, and acquaint tlicm with his acqui- 
cfccnce to the terms of the treat) 
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cmifts of the palace After much altercation, and a difgraceful 
fcene, the unfortunate Shah-AuJura was permitted to return to his 
Haram, to ruminate on his miferable and degraded Rate 

The plan now approached its termmation Early on the enfuing 
mommg, the rebels m concert, at tbe head of a numerous band of 
follouers, nell armed entered the audience chamber Where Shah- 
Aulum was fitting Completely furrounding the throne, they flemly 
commanded the princes of the royal family who were prefent to 
retire within the Haram — They obeyed — Gholaum Caudir then 
difpatched a melTenger to the fort of Selim Ghur, which is conti- 
guous to the palace, to bring forth Beedar Shah, a fon of the late 
emperor Ahumud Shah The traitor then approached tbe throne, 
and took up the (lucid and fcymelar, which, as emblems of roy- 
alty, were placed on a culhion before the king ihefe he conCgncd 
to the hands of an attendant, and turning towards Shah-Aulum, 
flemly commanded him to-defeend “ Better, faid the aged mo- 
narch, far better will it be for Gholaum Caudir to plunge his dagger 
in my bofom, than load me with fuch indignity;” the Rohilh, 
frowning, put his hand to his fword, but the Nazir at the inRant, 
ftepping up, presented him from drawing it With unblufhing 
cffronteiy he then turned towards his fotereign and audacioudy 
told him, that reddance being vain, he would do well to compi) 
with the traitor’s demand Abandoned by all, the king then rofe 
from his feat and retired to the Haram, and a few minutes after 
Bccdar Shall made his appearance; — he was faluted by the rebels as 
emperor of HindoRaun, under the title of jehaun Sliah, and the 
cuAomaiy Nazirs lasing been prclcnted, the event was procbimed 
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to the citizens of Delhi by the found of trumpets and the acclama- 
tions of the populace. 

In return for thefe important fervices, the new king delivered to 
Gholaum Caudir an order upon the revenues for thirty-fix lacks of 
rupees, a grant im appearance confiderable, but, in fad, of no real 
value, as the difiradfed date of the country, occafioned by the late 
didurbances, had totally dried up every fource of revenue or emo- 
lument, and the ufurper, though declared foie manager of affairs, 
could hope to procure wealth only by extortion. The family of 
the dethroned king were now direded to retire within the fort of 
Selim Ghur, and thofe of Jehaun Shah to occupy their apartments 
in the palace. Jehaun Shah, however, too foon found himfelf an 
idle pageant m the hands of his pretended friends. On applying 
to Gholaum Caudir to accompany him on a viiit to the great cathe- 
dral, to receive the loyal invediture with the accudomed folcmnity 
in the eyes of the people, the tyrant anfwered, that the time proper 
for fuch ceremony was not yet come, and that bulinefs of greater 
moment fird demanded his attention; in the mean time great didrefs 
prevailed within the walls of the Haram, and the cries of females 
were heard aloud. 

' I 

The next dep taken by the rebellious chiefs, was to fend a party 
of foldiers to the palace of the two aged princeffes,' Maleka Zimani, 
and Sahiba Mahal. Thefe ladies were the widows of tlie dcceafed 
emperor Mahmud Shah, and had, for more than twenty years, lived 
in a manner entirely fecluded from the world. As they ere known, ' 
not only to be very iich, but to poffefs confiderable influence over 

A A 
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thp royal family, they were now ordered to court, and, on their ar- 
rival, direfted to vifit the Haram, and perfuade the females there 
confined quietlj to deliver up their jewels and valuable effedls 
The office was invidious 

Some perfons m Delhi have not fcrupled to affirm that the prin- 
cefies refufed compliance with the order, and pleaded their advanced 
age and high rank as reafons for declining the office; but, on the 
other hand, they are accufed of having encouraged the ufuqicr, 
and to have endeavoured, by intrigue, to form a fecret treaty to raife 
to the throne a relation of their own Certain it is they viCted the 
Haram, but without the fuccefs expefied, and on their return, dc- 
chned farther interference , this conduS contributed only to exaf- 
perate the tyrant With inhuman rapacity he caufed thofe venerable 
ladies to be robbed of all their property, which die benevolence of 
their emperor, in more profperous days, had bellowed upon them, 
and they were afterwards commanded to retire to their own habita- 
tion 

The thirty-fix lacks of rupees, as before Hated, not coming into 
the treafuiy Gholaum Caudir infolcntly threatened the new king 
with his fevere difpleafure, and added, in terms farcaftically poig- 
nant, dial as he had elevated him to his prefent dignity, he could, 
witli equal facility, deprive him of it Perceiving the tyrant’s 
drift, Jchaiin Shah retired into the Haram, and having, pardy by 
menaces and alternate foothings conftrained the unhappy women to 
deliver up their jewels and ornaments, and other valuables, he fent 
them m trays to Gholaum Caudir The royal family were, by 
3 
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this means, reduced to great diftiefs; the cries within the Haram 
became much louder, and their fufJenngs more acute ; and with 
forrow we relate* that to fo high a pitch was it carried, tliat fomc 
of the inferior order of females adlually periflied for want, 01 urged 
by the bitternefs of defpair, raifed their hands againft their own 
lives. Infcnlible to the general dillrefs, and-unfatiated with plunder, 
Gholaum Caudir Khan finding he had nothing more to exped from 
the new king, proceeded to the laft adt of wanton cruelty. He font 
for the dethroned king and all the princes of the royal family to 
the audience chamber; on their arrival, he fiernly commanded Shah- 
Aulum to difcover his concealed treafures; in vain did the king plead 
his degraded jflate, and the confequent inability to conceal even the 
fmalleft article. Inflamed by a continual debauch, which had throw n 
him into a paroxyfm of rage) the tyrant threatened his fovcrcign 
with infiant lofs of fight ; What I exclaimed the fuffering prince, 
(wc quote the literal expreffions of a native author^) “ What ! will 
you deftroy thofe eyes, which for a period of fixty years have been 
afliduoufly employed in perufing the facred Koran 


Regardlefs of the pathetic appeal, the Rohilla, with charadlcnflic 
inhumanity, commanded his attendants 10 feize the king. Having 
thrown him on the floor, the ferocious ruffian implanting him Tel f 
on his bofom, transfixed with a poignard the eyes of Ins venerable 
fovereign! on the completion of this horrid deed, Gholaum Caudir 
oidered the king to be removed to a diftant apartment. 1 he mife- 
rable Shah-Aulum, pale and bleeding, w'as conducted to his rctrt.u ,* 


* MS. of S}nid Rc7zi Klian. 
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there, m all the bittcmefs of anguilh, to contemplate on his now 
ruined fortunes Emphatic, indeed, were the expreflions of the 
fame native author in relating- the fallen condition of his fovcreign j 
" This wretch,” (exclaims the indignant hiftonan) “ this accurfed 
wretch, has in one fatal moment, darkened the bnght liar of the 
augnft Timoorian family, and buned in the whirlpool of dellru&on 
the Hately -vclfel of imperial authority I” The kmg, however 
evinced, under fuch aecumulated misfortunes, a firmnefs of mind, 
and refignation highly honourable m his ehaiaften and it may not 
be unworthy to remark, that the natives of ACa in general, proba- 
bly from the prineiplcs of predeftmation which they imbibe from 
their youth, are obfenod to fullain themfdves under misfortune, m 
a manner worthy of imitation by the European cbriiban 

Shah-Aulum furviving the lofs of his fight during bis confine*- 
ment, folaced himfclf m contemplative revenes, and m compofing 
elegiac verfes, defenptne of his deplorable llatc* 

But from fuch heart-rending fcencs, let us hallen to relate the 
remaining ailions of this execrable monller His next vidim was 
the infamous Nazir This Jiian, through whofe dilloyalty and 
ingratitude Gholaum Caudir had been enabled to peipetratc his 
atrocities, now moll dcfeiVedly experienced the cffcdls of his per- 
fidious condua He was dircdled by the tyrant to give in an in- 
xentoiy of his property and efiedls, and on refuting to comply, he 
was/eized and put into clofe confinement, when his ill-goltcn wealth 


• MS. inmui-c of Sjud Rem Khan See the ijjaida, Na -}. 
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UMs forcibly taken from him, thus exhibiting to the world an ex- 
etnplarv inliinoc of rctiibiitivc juOicc for Jiis demerits. 

As Gholaum Caudii’s wealth accumulated, his avarice rofe to a 
proportionate dcgicc; and blind to the impolicy of fuch a ftep, he 
icrufcvl to make an equal divi/ion of the fpoil with his guilty aflb- 
cj.uc. IfmaecI Beg, incenfed at this treatment, rcfolvcd to abandon 
him. He accoidingly withdrew bis guards from the palace, and 
retired to bis own lioule. From thence he difpatchcd letters to the 
Marhaita general, acknow lodging his errors, and offering to atone 
for them hy piofdlions of futuic obedience and fidelity, and de- 
ckuing Ins rcMdincfs to join the Marhattas in any mcafures toward 
the tyrant’s cxpuilion. 

The fiipincncfs of the Marhatta government during the late dif- 
graceful t ran fad. ions, lias been deferved ly reprobated, and is difficult 
to be accounted lor on any principle of policy or advantage to die 
date. Indeed, tlic unhappy monarch, from a flrange combination of 
circumflanccs, feems to have been forfaken by all his friends when 
he mod needed tiicir affidance ; and it is much to be legretted that 
the date of Bntidi politics at that time did not admit of interference 
on the part of his old and, till now, faidiful allies. 

Sindiah, when informed of the late tragical events, ordered his^ 
general, Ranah Khan, to march foithwith to Delhi, expel the traitor, 
and liberate Shah-Aulum from his confinement. Thefe orders were 
obeyed with a willing alacrity on the part of Ranah Khan ; and he 
exerted himfelf with fo much diligence, diat -the van of the Mar- 
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rhatta anny was m light of the capital, when Gholaum Caudir 
Khan, awakened from his dream of not and intemperance, re- 
ceived the firft tidings of the enemy’s approach Finding his litiia- 
tion m the imperial palace to be untenable, he prepared for flight j 
but previous to his departure, he,collefted the plunder, and taking 
the new king along with him, with all the pnnces of the royal 
family together n ith the infamous Nazir, he quitted the fort by a 
pnvate palfage, and crofling the n\er Jumna, efiedlcd his retreat to 
Meerut, a town in the centre of the Doo Ab, and diftant about lixty 
miles from Delhi 


On the flight of Gholaum Caudir, the Marhatta general ad 
vanced, and took pofleffion of the city and palace His firft care 
was to releafe the delhroned king, caufe him to be proclaimed in 
Delhi, and fumifti him with evciy thmg ncccflary for his con\e- 
nience or comfort Ranah Khan having then placed a ftrong gar- 
nfon in the citadel, immediately fet out in purfuit of the nhcl 
chief Previous, however, to that ftep, he, by order of Sindiah, 
afforded Ifmaccl Beg a liberal fupply of money for the payment of 
his difcontcnted foldiers j and dircfted tliat chief to proceed to the 
diftniffs of Rewan and Gocul Ghur, whence he was commanded 
to expel NujulF Cooli Khan, who had beheld with indifference the 
late enormities at Delhi 


Thcfc arrangements being flnifhed, Ranah Khan crofted the 
Jumna On his fecond day's march, he was joined by a Marhatta 
chief, named All Bcliadur, who had for fomc time pafl been cm- 
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ployed in Bundclcund and now brought with him a body of' 
4000 hoilc in fupport of the general caufe. The united force then 
proceeded to Meerut, which was garrifoned by a ilrong force of 
Rohiil.is, who flill adiicicd to the tyrant’s caufe. Ranah Khan, not 
having any hca\y artillery, was prevented from forming a regular 
ficgc; he therefore drew a line of circumvalation around, and 
blockaded the fort. This mode W'^ould, he apprehended, compel 
the garrifon to a furrender, by the fupplics from without being com- 
pletely cut off'; noi was he dcccucd in the expedlation j for a dearth 
of provifions cnfuing, the Rohillas began to fuftain great incon- 
venience. Gholauin Caudir endeavoured, by repeated faJJies, to 
animate his troops, and repel tlie befiegers. In every encounter the 
intrepid chief exhibited a gallantry and refolution that would have 
done honour to a better caufe. But finding all his efforts fruitlefs, 
^nd the garrifon having now become mutinous, he determined to 
attempt an efcape. 

Attended by 500 horfe, wdio were ftill attached to him, he, at 
their head, ruflied out of the fort, and charged the enemy fo vi- 
goroufiy, that though every endeavour was exerted to take him pri- 
foncr, he made his w'ay through the whole line, and accomplifhed 
his efcape. But, at length, his own troops perceiving his forlorn 
condition, began by degrees to drop off; fo that iii a fhort time he 
was left quite alone ; and, to complete his miihap, his horfe,' ex- 
haufted, by fatigue, funk under him, and he received in the fall a 
fevere contufion. This accident compelled him to take refuge in an 


* A province to the fouth-weft of Allahabad. 
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adjoining village, where, being rccognifed by the Zemindar of the 
place, he was feized, and put into confinement Information of 
this circumftance havmg been conveyed to Ah Behadur that chief 
fent a party of horfe, who conduced him into the Marhatta camp 
On the rebel’s flight from Meerut, the gamfon furrendered at dif- 
cretion Their lives were fpared and the princes of the roj'al fa- 
mily were releafed from their conflnement, and under an honourable 
cfcort convened to Delhi On their arrival, Jehaun Shah after fuf- 
fenng feveiely for his fhort-lived elevation, was remanded back to 
Ills former abode m the fort of Selim Ghur 


On the reduifhon of Meerut, Ranah Khan led his army to Sehau- 
runpore, which place, on hearing the fate of Gholaum Caudir, lub- 
mitted to the Marhatta authority, who, from that time, liave re- 
mained undifhirbed mafters of the whole province 

Soon after this event, Ranah Khan with the army returned to 
Delhi, where by this time the Maharajah Sindiah was likewife ar- 
rived, and liad refumed his former authority in the flatc The 
pumfhmcnt of the rebel was too remarkable to be pafled over in 
filcncc) nor did his guilty aflbciate, the Nazir, efcape the juft: ven- 
gcance of his infulted fovcrcign 

Gholaum Caudir, on his arrival m the Marhatta camp, was carried 
into the prcfcncc of the general; when, after repeated demands to 
difcovcr the place where he had depofited the plunder of the palace, 
on his refufing to complj, he was delivered over to a piiniftinicnt 
terrible indeed He was firft placed in au iron cage, conftriKftcd for 
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the occafion, and in this fitiiation was fufpended in front of the 
army. Aftei fuftainmg the infults and indignities of the foldiers, 
his nofe, ears, hands, and feet, were cut off; and in this mutilated 
and miferable condition he was, by order of All Behadur, fent off 
to Delhi ; but, on the journey, death relieved the miferable wretch 
from his fufferings : thus dreadfully atoning for the crimes of his 
favage and abandoned life! — The Nazir, on his arrival at Delhi, 
was trodden to death under the feet of an elephant. 

The melancholy events palling fo rapidly in review, whilfl: relating 
the tranfadlions of an Afiatic Durbar, can afford to a benevolent 
mind little to contemplate with pleafuie or attention ; but the pic- 
ture, however difgufling, may notwithflanding be viewed to ad- 
vantage. A Britifh reader might, on this review, diredf his inlpec- 
tion inwards j and while he execrates the infatiate fpirit and detefta- 
ble ambition which can thus adluate men to the commiffion of fuch 
enormities, he may place before his fatigued mind the more plealing 
contraft of the fituation and invaluable bleflings of his native land — 
bleffings, which teach him more highly to value and to venerate that 
happy confbtution, which is founded upon an immutable and im- 
mortal principle, that a Britifh fovereign can do no wrong. 

\ 

Soon after the arrival of the Marhatta army, Sindiah appointed a 
day for re-inflating the depofed king on the throne of his anceflors ; 
and the ceremony was performed in the grand hall of audience with 
much pomp and folemnity. An allowance was, moreover, afligned 
to his majefly of nine lacks of rupees per annum for the fupport of 
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his familj and houfchold, the fupenntcndaiicc of which was com- 
mitted to Shah Nizam A1 Decn,-a dependant on the Marhatta chief * 


After the tcrflblepuniChmcntof Gholaum CaudirKhan, the order 
of our narrative leads to the fituatJon of Ifmaeel Beg That noble- 
man, as already obferved, had been detacficd by order of Sindiah 
to reduce NujufF Cooh Khan, at that time m the neighbourhood of 
Rewan On his arrival in the diHridl, Ifmaeel Beg was informed 
of the death of his antagoniR \\ho/c troops were then under the 
command of his widow, a woman of malculme fpint and unboun- 
ded ambition Well acquainted with the aftivc bravciy of IfinaccI 

• Whitcvcr migbt hare been the real Intendons of Sindiah when he made thu grant, “ 
in appearance fo liberal It cannot be denied bot his kmdneia failed of efied , and it 
may be affirmed with jofbee that from the character winch dm chief Originally afluiDed 
of protc« 9 or of the Injured nghtj of the Great Mogol, he, in became the opprclTor 
Intent only on hli own i^grandifcmcnt and m effefluatjr^ his plam at the Pooiuh 
Durbar, the Marhatta chief detained the unhappy king m an apparently honourable, 
bet really mlfcrable, confinement , and during hi* own abfcncc, be delegated hi* power 
to a crafty and ddignlr^ dependant, who p e m ntted the king and hi* family to want the 
common necclTarlei of life a arcumlUnce whkh inflid* Indelible dh^ce on Sindiah » 
memory Thi* aflcriion would appear ovcrftrajncd, and the arcumfiance, perhaps, too 
highly coloured, were it not notorious to all Delhi that out of the abo\‘e fum allotted. 
In jaghlrc for the kh^* maintenance, he ha* fcldom received more than 50,000 rupee* 
per annum, and that frequently ill paid* Xo be convinced of the truth of tlili faifr,. 
the author, when at Delhi, made particular Inquiry, and wa* afliircd by a nobleman of 
the court Smd Rcnl KJian Colonel Palmer* Vakeel that is was an adhal fail — 
This rKblcman refide* at the capital on the part of the Englifh Ambaflador as well 
as that of the Nlzir Afuf Al Dowla, for the ptnpofc of drfburfir^ to hi< majefly the 
fum of two thoufiind rupee* per nwnth for ht* pn\y purfe, (wluch H termed Zun 
Khali,) and lids money, together with a few trifling prefcnl* rccchcd wiicn perfon* are 
prefented at court Is all the lineal defeendant of Timoor obtains for die fupport of Kim- 
felf and hi* thirty children, rcfiding within the prcduili of ibc Imgerial palace. 


2 . 
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Beg, the licgtim propofed to him a coalition of intcicfts, and, to 
c\citc his hopes of Aiccc/s in a rchHance to the Marhatta authority, 
flic pruherta him the forces and iicafurcs of her deccafed loid. The 
natural .ind hcieditaiy .ucitlon cntcitaincd by Ifmacel Begagainfl; the 
Marh.uti nition, mtlined him, without much icflcdion, to accede 
to tlulc piopofils. He accordingly marched his own foicc to the 
town ot C'anoor, ilic ]d icc where the Begum then rcfidcd, and 
which was adually bc/ieged by the Marhattas. 

Xoiw ithlhuuling every exeition on the pait of the enemy, he threw 
h.imfelf into the jdace, and tndea\ouicd by repeated and fpirited 
fdlu's to present its f dl. Unfoiiunatcly, in one of thofc encounters, 
the Begum heildf, who with a gallantry and fpirit not uncommon 
among the females of Hindoflaun w'crc accuftomed to be prefent in 
adion, was flam by a cannon ball. This misfortune occafioned a 
defection in her tioops to their obedience of Ifmacel Beg, and 
vbicb bid, during her life time, been kept wuthin proper bounds. 
'I'lic principd leaders entering into a cabal againfl: the Mogul chief, 
agreed to deliver him up to the Marhattas, with whom they had 
commenced a negotiation. But however fccrctly the treaty, on this 
occafion, was made, it foon reached the cars of Ifmaeel Beg, and, 
he, to prevent the efieds of this trcacheiy, w as prevailed upon by 
his fi lends to a voluntary furrendcr, requefting only a guaiantee for 
his pcifonal fafety. This wms icadily granted him under the faith 
of General Duboignc, at that time of high command in the Ma- 
rhatta army. Some few days after, Ifmaeel Beg entered the camp, 
fiom whence he was fent off a prifoner to the fort of Agrah, in 
which ffatc he has lincc continued. While the Marhatta influence 
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obtains permanency at the court of Delhi, it is probable he will con- -< 
tinuc under reftraint, as that jiolitic and wary people will never fuffcr 
fo aftive and intriguing a man to be enlarged But fhould any un- 
forcfcen event, in the hazardous lyftem of the prefent pohtics, occa- 
lion a decline, or extindion of their authonty, there is little doubt 
but this adive and vigilant partizan will again bear a confpicuous 
fhare m the revolutions 


Among the numerous adventurers who have for a fenes of years 
emigrated from the regions of the north to the provinces of Hin- 
doftaun, few have poflcflcd greater mditary talents than Ifinaeel 
Beg Inured to arms at an early penod of hfe under the tuition of 
his uncle, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdaru, he diftinguilhed himfclf 
on fcveral occafions by his fupenor valour and ability and if, on a 
review of his charaQer, we except the culpability juftly attached to 
him for the fhare he bore in the tianlaflions of Gholaum Caudu", we 
mult allow Ifmaeel Beg the ment of an aflive, gallant foldier, to 
which, by the unanimous voice of his contemporaries, may be added 
tliat of an accomplifhed man, generous in dilpoCtion, and kind and 
liberal to his followers and dependants 

Of the fate of the remaining pcrfons who Jliarcd in the various 
revolutions recorded through this volume, the Begum Somroo dc- 
fervcs notice The fidelitj exhibited by this fpintcd lady m defence 
of her fov creign on V'anous occafions, mented a better return than 
tliat which Ihc was dcJlmed to cxpenence The chiefs m the Ma- 
rhatta army had long beheld with jealous inquietude the influence 
fhe had acquired with the kingi and Sindiali himfelf appeals nor 
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to have been wholly free from this imputation • for, though he can-- 
not be charged with giving diredtions to degrade the Begum from 
her dignity, his not taking immediate fteps to make reparation for 
the affront, muft appear to every unprejudiced mind highly to his 
difcredjt. On the other hand, it muft, with equal impartiality, be. 
confeffed, that the conduct of this lady gave her enemies great- 
advantage. 

Dining the whole of her admimlfration, until the period before. 

us, fhe, by prudence and a circumfpedt conduct, governed her ter- 

/ 

ntory with honour and advantage. Her troops refpeded her valour, 
and her officers yielded a ready obedience to her authority. An un- 
fortunate attachment, however, which ffie formed for one of thofe 
officers, occafioned her fevere vexation and dffirefs ; and inconfif- 
tently with her ufual prudence, fhe had granted him her hand in 
marriage. Mr. Vaiffaux^ a German adventurer, was the perfon fe- 
ledled; who, though a man of abilities, and who had rendered 
effential fervice to the Begum in the management of her artilleiy and 
other military concerns, was neverthelefs of a haughty difpofition 
and flern manners, which, unfortunately for both, proved the fource-- 
of a difaftrous event.- 

The Begum was ftrongly diffuaded from this ftep by her friends, 
and by none more than the king, who, in this ill-fated marriage, 
fcrupled not to predidt the total downfall of her authority, a pre- 
didlion too foon to be fulfilled. By the fecret infligation of the 
Marhatta leaders, the chief officers and fervants of the Begum' 
entered into ^ confpiracy,. and refolved on her depofition. 
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To give a fandbon to their proceedings in the ^cs of the people, 
they invited the Nuwaub Zufler Y4b Khan, fon of the deceafed 
Somroo, by a former wife, to acceptof the government as his juft 
inhcntancc This young man, turbulent m manners, and of a 
worthlefs charadter, had received, through the bounty of the Begum, 
an ample allowance /or his fupport, ever fincc his father’s death ; 
but his condufl: had given her fuch drlguft, that flie had forbidden 
his appearance at her own refidence He was hvmg at Delhi when 
the offer of the confpirators arrived 1 undifturbed by any fcruples 
of confcience, and not imprcflcd by any fentiment of gratitude or 
pffedtion, he accepted the oiler with avidity, and rcpamng to the 
town of Sirdhauna, in private, he w'aited the event with impatience 


A few days fubfequent to the Begum’s marriage, flie prepared to 
accompanj her hulband in a circuit through her Jaghire They had 
fcarcely quitted the town of Serdhauna, when a mutmy broke out 
among her own troops, and at the fame inlbmt, Zuller Y4b Khan, 
who had been pnvately living in the town, now riilhed forth with 
a body of Marhattas feizcd on the town md was proclaimed Jag- 
lure Dar Informed of this event, the Begum endeavoured, bj the 
moft ftudicd attention and cogent argument, to induce her troops to 
return to tlieir allegiance, but in vam long refolved on their plan, 
tlicy were hccdlefs of her folicitations, and feizcd and confined both 
hcrfclf and hulband This unfortunate man perceiving liimfclf m 
the power of his enemies, and difdaining fubmifllon, in a fit of 
defpcration put a period to bis exiftaice j and the Begum was then 
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reconduded to her capital, only to behold the rebellion of her fub- 
jeds, and the elevation of her ungenerous relative, to the Mufnud^. 

After the fettlement of the government at Delhi, Sindiah directed 
his attention to the fubjugation of the different Rajpoot Rates, who, 
during the late difturbances and frequent revolutions, had become, 
in a great ineafure, independent of the court. In this arduous un- 
dertaking he was affiffed by the profeffional abilities of an European 
officer of diffinguiffied eminence. Mi. Duboigne, a gentleman 
formerly m the fervice of the Eaff-India company, had, of late 
years, upon advantageous offers being made to him, entered into 
that of Sindiah, and on many occafions had contributed to the af- 
cendancy acquired by that prince over his competitors. Mr. Du- 
boigne, whofe acutenefs and penetration enabled him to difcern the 
vaft fupenority which difciplme obtains over irregular multitudes, and 
the advantages to be derived from the introdiidlion of European tac- 
tics, propofed to Sindiah to raife a body of troops, cloathed and 
difciplined, as far as the local and religious prejudices would admit, 
after the model of the company’s European troops. The propofal 

* Though by this outrage, deprived of her authority, the Begum palTcd not her 
•time in unavaihng lamentations, fhe had many fnends, and by tlicir afliftance, aided, 
by the earneft intreaties of tlie king, fhe was, in the fuccecding year, rcleafcd from, 
her confinement, and once more, though with circumfcnbed authority, put in pofTcfijon. 
of her Jaghire, where it is the wifh of every feeling mind fhe may long conunuc 
Her attention towards thofe of our eountrymen, who have occafionally vifited her tcr- 
ntones, has been moft hofpitable and unremitting, and among others, the autlior 
of this hiftory is happy in having an opportunity of adding his teftimony of efteem for 
the kind offices afforded himfelf and his companions, during a fortnight’s rcfidcncc near, 
her hofpitable manfion. 
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was readjy accepted on the part of the Marhatta chief, and Mr Du- 
boigne, who had been raifed to the rank of geneia], prepared to 
■dinj it into efiedi 


In the courfe of the current year*, the firft regular brigade ever 
•attached to the Marhatta fervice, was raifed, cloathed, and appointedj 
it confifted of ten battalions of 750 men each, feven of which bat- 
talions were regulars, denominated by the natives, Talingas, cloathed 
and armed with mufleet and bayonet, hke the company’s troops — 
The three remaining battahons were Patans, armed with matchlocks 
of a new mvention j their uniform made after the Perlian fafliion, 
and the whole brigade regulars, as well as matchlocks, were exer- 
cifed by the manual word of command, as pradifed in European 
armies To render the brigade more compadl, 500 Mewattis, or 
irregular foldiers, uere attached to perform the ordinaiy routine of 
camp duties, fo that the troops might be ready, on all occafions, for 
adlivc fervicc — 500 cai’aliy were attached to the bngade, and 60 
pieces of well-moifiited and well-fcned artillery, from 3 to 6 and 
9 pounders 


In the fucceeding years of 1791-2-3, the fecond and third bn- 
gades were gradually raifed of nearly equal force, with the addition 
of 1000 Rohilhs, for the exprefs purpofe of leading the ftorming 
parties — The force thus raifed amounted, m the wliole, to 24,000 


• The following dean waj obligingly communicated to the author by General 
Duboigne hlmfclf who b now In England, and to whom he begs leave to offer hb 
very hearty acltnowlct^eroenti 
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men nnd j 30 pieces of urtillciy, rommnndcd by Europesn officers 
of diflcrcnt nations, and diic( 5 lcd by the cntcipiizing fpiiit and un- 
icmittcd pcirc\cianco of (he gcncial who rai fed them. Their fuc- 
cefs on .1 %aricty of the tiying occafions proved equal to then 
cxpcdations, and Sindiah confeifed his obligations to Mr. Duboigne, 
by repohng in him a conhdcncc almod unlimited, and by the ceffion 
of hf{\-iuo ihdncls in the Doo Ab, to>'bc appropuated exprefsiy 

faiedad, ior (lie maintenance of the troops lic had raifcd. Aided 
by his exertio'K, he, in the pciiod ue have mentioned, not only 
Kcovcrcvi Ins fuimcr poHeffions, but in the end extended Ins influ- 
ence to I lie Punj.il) fionticr, by a rapid fucccflion of vidlories, he 
detcated the .Vuuaub /fmnecl Beg, Ghoiaum Caudir Khan, the 
countries of Oudcpoic and Joiulporc, and Jynaghur; and though he 
Could not ahfolutdy wrcll tlicfc dominions from the laft-mentioned 
piiiKc, lie compelled him to the payment of an annual tribute. 

Tow aids the middle of 1793, bis affairs calling him to the well 
cf India, he left Gopaul Row, his lieutenant-general, to manage 
his affidrs in the nortli, and General Duboigne in the center of 
Ills newly-acquired pofleffions. His power may, at this period, be 
faid to have reached its meridian fplendour; Jus arms again ac- 
quired an afccndancy over his contcmporaiies, and he found himfelf 
the leader and preponderating Cliicf of the whole Marhatta empire — 
fiom the confines of Lahore, to the fea of Cambay , he poficfled 
an authority almofl: unlimited ; while the firmnefs, energy, and ac- 
tivity, which maiked the features of his adminiffration, at the fame 
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time flicd a bright lullrc on his charader, m the minds of die pnnces 
of Hmdollaun 


the dofe of 1793, Smdiah prepared for his return to the 
northward, with an intention, as it was fuppofed, of puflnng his 
arms againft the Sieks j all looked forward to the future motions of 
this entcrpnzing chief in a Hate of anxious fufpcnfc ; but while the 
dificrent powers were cither alarmed by the fear, or exated by the 
hope, of his appearance amongft them, he was fuddenly feized with 
a diftempcr, which tcrmined his CxiRcnce at the age of 67 

His charadcr has been already delineated by the record of his ac- 
tions in the preceding pagesj m conclulion it may be remarked, 
that from the incefTant perfeverance with which he laboured to bring 
to maturity fehemes once formed for his own aggrandizement j had 
his life been extended, he would, in all probability, have become 
a formidable antagondl to the intcrells of Great Britain; whofc ru- 
lers were not unacquainted with his adlive fpint or infatiable ambi- 
tion He tvas fuccecdcd in his paternal dommions by his nephew, 
Dowlat Row, ■who has not as yet attained any pre-emmence among 
the princes m the Marhatta Hates 

The few remaining jears of the reign of Shah-Aulum can afford 
little on which to expatiate or digrcfs Reduced to dependence on 
a foreign power for the fupport of himfclf and a numerous familj , 
the duration of his life cannot matcnally alter his lituation ; the fate 
of his family, and eventual fucceffor, muff remain to be recorded 
at a future period, but /its reign ma) he more properly faid to clofe 
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\\hcn he fuftaincd the fatal calamity before mentioned. Sliali- 
Aulum, nominal Emperor of Idandoflaun, is in his 75th ycai. 
His flatuic tall and commanding, his afped dignified and majeftic. 
The m\agcs of time arc difcerniblc on his face, and the recolledion 
of his misfortunes have imprcficd his features with melancholy. 
Hi^ cirly youth was pafied in fpiritcd, though inefledual, druggies, 
to rctlorc the dimimflicd lufirc of imperial authority, and his con- 
dud, whilll contending againfi: the u fin ped power of Gazooddeen 
Khan, deferves great piaifc. But in the greater part of his life, 
little can be found defers ing the applaufc of poficrity. Irrefolute 
and indccifisc in his mcafiircs, he too frequently rendered ufelcfs 
tlie plans formed by his friends for the recovery of his authority, 
while his cxcefiivc love of plcafuic, and infatuated attachment to 
unworthy favorites, contributed to degrade him in the eyes of his 
neighbours and allies, and render the fmali remains of his dominion 
contemptible. All his minifiers, wnth the exception of NiijufF 
Khan, w'crc prodigal and rapacious m the extreme ; they perceived 
the king’s w^caknefs, and, by flattering his vanity and fupplying 
his extravagance, enfured to thcmfclves an uncontroled authority 
in the fiate, while they abufed the generofity of their fovereign, 
by committing every fpccics of enormity and oppiefifive violence. 

Shah-Aulum had improved a very good education by fludy and 
rcfleiflion ; he was a complete mafter of the languages of the eafi:, 
and as a writer, attained an eminence feldom acquired by perfons in 
his high ffation. His correfpondence with the different princes, of 
the country, during a very long and chequered reign, exhibits proofs 
of a mind highly cultivated ; and if we may judge by an elegiac 
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eflay, compofcd after thb cruel lofs of his figlit, he appears to ha\T 
great merit in pathetic xiompofiticn In the internal economy of his 
houfehold, he is umverfally allowed to be an affeftionatc parent, a 
kind mailer, and a generous patron His trials ha\e been many, 
and It is camcftly to be hoped the evening of his life may be paCTed 
in a peaceful tranqudhtyj upon a review of his life and a&ons, 
It may, without injulhce, be pronounced, that though Shah-Aulum 
polTefled not a capacity fufiiciently vigorous to renovate the fpnngs 
of a relaxed government, or emulate his illullrious ancellors, he, 
notwiliiftanding, had many virtues commendable in a private Ra- 
tion j but he unfortunately reigned at a time when the royal autho- 
rity was m Its moft degraded Rate, and when great and Runing ta- 
lents were neceflary to render permanent his power, and curb the 
licentious effiifions of rebellious and difobedient fubjeds The 
Sun of Timoor, as a rcfpeiRhble hiftorian* has juRly obferved, is 
moR probably fet for ever j and if a continuation of the metaphor 
be allowable, it may be added, that the decline and utter extiniRion 
of that auguR family was referved to the days of the unfortunate 
Shah-Auluirr i 

• Captain Jonathan Scott, fnjm irhotc hlttoiy of Dcccan the author la happy to 
adcnoitlcdgc he has received conGdcrablc advantage, m elucidating the -inlnctcka of 
dates under which oricotal mitcts fo conlbmtly labour,- 
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1 SH^H-AULUM Nameb, or a Hifory of the B.etgn of the 
Emperor Shab-Autum, wntten tn the Perfan Language fy Gbotaum 
Ah Khan, a Mogul, formerly m the Service ofPnnce Mtrza Juteaun 
Bukbt febaundar Sbab, and now Ref dent at Lucknow 

2 MS ' of Syud Rezzt Kban, containing the TranfaBiotu of the 

hf nine Tears of the Reign of Sbab-Aulum ‘ ’ 

3 MS of Munnoo Loll, a Hindoo, containing the thirteen frf 
Tears of the Reign of Sbab-Aulum ^ 

4 Oufaf Afof a Genealogical Account of the reigning Family of 
Oude — Author uninown 

5 Hudeeka Al Atauleem a Geographical Account of the different 
Provinces of Htndofaun, written tn the Perfan Language 

6 Captain SalkebTs MS Operations of Sindiab and Mahomed Beg 
Khan Hamdant, written tn the Perfan Language 
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Account of Modern Dexhi 

The province of Delhi, agreeably to the defcription of native 
geographers, is bounded on the eaft by Agrali, on the weft by La- 
hore, fouth by Agimere, and north by the Kummow Hills. Its 
length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sutluz, 
is i6q cofes j and its' breadth, from the town of Rewari to the 
Kummow Hills, is 140 cofes. It is divided into eight Circars, or 
prmcipal diftridts, namely, Shahjehanabad, (modem Delhi), Ser- 
hmd, Hiftar Feiroozeh, Sehaurunpore, Sumbul, Bedaoon, Nar- 
noul. Thefe are again fubdivided into 289 inferior diftndts, yield- 
ing, according to the imperial regifter, a revenue of feventy-foiir 
crore ftxty-three lacks of Daums -f*, or one million eight hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds fteiiing. 

In the year of the Hijerah lO/^i, (a. d. 1631-2), the Empcior 
Shah Jehan founded the prefent city and palace of Shahjehanabad, 
which he made-his capital during the remainder of his reign. Tlie 

* T]jc following nccount of the prefent ftatc of Dclln i-i c\tra( 5 lc(l fiom a journal 
of obfervations made during an ofhcial tour through the Doo y\b and the adjacent dif- 
truSls by the author, in company with Major Rt)nold‘J, of the Pombiy cllabhfluncnt, 
appointed by the Bengal government to furvty that put of the countr) in 1793-4 
t Pcrfian MS. entitled Hudecha A 1 Akaukem. 
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new cjty of Shahjehanab^d lies on the wellein bank of the Jumna, 
in latitude 28 36 -north The city is about feven miles m circum- 
ference, and IS furrounded on three tides by a wail of bnc'k and Hone, 
a parapet runs along the whole, but there are no cannon plant^ on 
the ramparts The city has fcvcn gates vii Lahore gate, Delhi 
gate, j^jmere gate, Turkoman gate. Moor gate, Cabul gate, Cajhmere 
gate all of which are built of free ftone, and bave handfome arched 
entrances of ftone, where the guards of the city keep watch Near 
the Ajimere gate is a Mudrutla, or college, eredlcd by Gazooddeen 
Cawn nephew of Nizam ool-Mooluk ; it is built of red ftone, and 
fituated m the center of a fpacious quadrangle, with a fountain lined 
with ftone At the upper end of the area is a handfome mofquc, 
built of red ftone, and mlaid with white marble This college is 
now uninhabited 

In the neighbourhood of the Cabul gate is a garden called Tecs 
Huzzan Baug, in nhicli is the tomb of the Queen Malika Zemani, 
wife of the Emperor Mahmud Shah , a marble ttblet placed at the 
head of the grave is engraved with fome Perfian couplets, informing 
us of the date of her death, which happened but five years ftnee, 
A Hijeraliiaoj On a nftng ground near this garden, from whence 
there is a fine profpcdl of the city, arc two broken columns of brown 
granite, eight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, on which 
arc infcnptions m anticnt cliaradcrs 

• 

About one mile caft of the cit^ , is tire tomb of the celebrated 
Jchanarali Begum, cldcrt daughter of the Emperor Shah Jehan *■, 

* Dow, 
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no Icfs famous for her wit, gallantly, and beaitty, than for her filial 
attachment in undergoing a voluntary confinement of ten years with 
her father in the caflle of Agrah . 

The tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which 
was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the 
grave is a (ablet of white marble, with an infcription in black cha- 
radteis ; the flab is decorated at its corners with cornelians of dif- 
ferent colours. 




iXjyo ( . oLw cajJ 

In Englifli thus : 

“ Let no one fcatter over my grave ought befides earth and ver- 

dure, for fuch is befl: befitting the fepulchre of one of an humble 
“ mind.’’ 

On the margin . ’ 

“ The perifliable Fakeer, Jdianarai Begum, daughter to Shah 
“ Jehan, and difciple of the faints of Cheefty, in the year of the 
“ Hijerah 1094. 

Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of many fplendid 
palaces belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the 
largefl: are thofe of Cummer-o’deen Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah; 
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All Merdan Khan, the Pcrfian i the Nabob Gazooddeen Cawn r 
Scfdur Jung’s i the garden* of Coodfcah B^um, 'mother to Mah- 
mud Shah j the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of SuJtaun Darah i 
Sbekoah All thefe palaces are furrounded by high walls, and take 
up a conCderable fpace of ground Their entrances arc through 
lofty arched gateways of bnck and Hone, at the top of, which are 
the galleries for muCc ; before each is a fpacious court-yard for the 
elephants, horfes, and attendants of the vilitors Each palace has 
likewife a Mahal, or feragho, adjoining, which is feparated from' 
the great hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of 
pnvate paflages All of themihad gardens, lyith capacious refer, 
voirs of ftone, and fountams in the center An ample terrace ex- 
tended round the whole of each particuluar palace ; and withm the' 
walls were houfes and apartments for fervants and followers of every 
defcnption, bchdes Ibabhng for horfes, elephants, and every thing 
appertaining to a nobleman’s fuite Each palace is hkewife provided 
with a handfome fet of baths, and a Teh Kbana under ground 

The baths of Sadut Khan are a fet of beautiful rooms, paved, and 
Imed with white marble j they conlift of five diftmft apartments, 
into which light is admitted by glazed windous at the top of the 
domes Scfdur Jung’s Teh Khana confifts of a fet of apartments 
built in a light and dehcate fiylcr one long room, in which is a mar- 
ble rcfervoir the whole length, and a fmaller one raifed and balluf- 
traded on each fide, both faced throughout with white marble 

• Of tWi garden and palace a raoft bcautiiul and accuntc pamtiog map be feen in 
Daruell aA^cwi in JCndofbon* 
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Shahjcbnnabad is adorned %vith many fine mofqucs, fevcral of 
which arc ftill in perfed beauty and repair. The following are 
moll \\ orthy of defenption : 

Fird, the J,wh! or grc.it cathedral. This mofque is 

iltuatcd about a quarter of a mile from the royal ^^alace; the founda- 
tion of it was laid upon a rocky eminence named Jujula Pahar, and 
has been fearped on purpofe. The afeent to it is by a Right of 
done deps, tlnrty-d\c in number, through a hand fome gateway of 
red done. The doors of this gateway arc covered throughout with 
plates of wrought brafs, which Mr. Benno imagined to be copper.^ 
The terrace on which tlic mofque is dtuated, is a fquarc of about 
fourteen hundred yards of red done: in the center is a fountain lined 
with marble, for the purpofe of pcrfoiming tlic necedary ablutions 
previous to prayer. 

An arched colonadc of red done furrounds the whole of the ter- 
race, which IS adorned with odlagon pavillions for fittingin. The 
mofque is of an oblong form, two hundred and fixty-one feet in 
length, funoiindcd at top by thiec magnificent domes of white mar- 
ble intcrfccdcd with black dripcs, and Banked by two Minarets of 
black marble and icd done alternately, rifing to the height of an 
hundred and thirty feet. Each of thefe Minarets has three pro- 
je<51;ing galleries of white marble, having their fummits crowned 
with light odlagon pavillions of the fame. The whole front of the 
budding is faced with large dabs of beautiful white marble ; and 

Of this mofque likcwilc is to be fecn a beautiful painting by the Darnells 
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along the cornice are ten compartments, four feet lohg and’two and 
a hallf broad, which arc inlaid with mfcnptions in black marble ih 
the charaacr, and arc faid to contain tlic greater part, if not 

the whole, of the Koran 

> 1 ' ' , 

The infide of the mofquc is paved througliout ivith large flahs of 
iihite marble, decorated with a black border, and is wonderfully 
beautiful and delicate the dabs arc about three feet in length by one 
and a half broad The walla and roof are Imed uith plain white 
marble ; and near the Kihla* is a handfome Took, or niche, which 
IS adorned with a profiWion of freize work Clofe to this is a 
Mimbtr, or pulpit, of marble, which has an afeent of four Heps, 
ballulbaded 

The afeent to the Minarets is by a winding flair-cale of an hun- 
dred and thirty fteps of red flone; and at the top the Ipedtator is 
gratified by a noble vietv of the kmg’s palace, the Cuttub Minar, 
the Hunan Minar, Humaioon’s maufolcum, the palace of Feroze 
Shah, the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Loni, on the oppofite 
banks of the nver Jumna 

The domes arc crowned rvith cullifcs of copper richly gilt, and 
prefent a glittenng appearance from afar off This mofque lias 
begun by the emperor Shah jehan in the fourth year of his reign, 
and completed m the tenth The expences of its crcdlion amounted 

• KllU Htcrally iraplics o compafi, bm here mcam a frrall honow or excavarioo In 
the wjlU of Ntohomnlan loofqoo, fo iitinted on the crefbon of the bmldlngi, as al 
weye to toot towanh the cay of Mecci 
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to ten lacks of rupees j and it is in every refped worthy of being 
the great cathedial of the empire of Hindoftaun. 

Not far from tiie palace is the mofque of Rofhun A 1 Dowla, 
rendered memorable to the Delhians for being the place where Nadir 
Shah beheld the mafficrc of the unfortunate inhabitants. The caufe 
alTigned by hiflorians for this inhuman adl is,- that a fedition broke 
out in the great market place, m which two thoufand Perfians were 
flam. Nadir, on heaiing of the tumult, maiched out of the fort 
at night with a fmall force to the Musjid of Rofliun A 1 Dowla, 
wheie he was fired upon, in the morning from a neighbouring terrace, 
and an officci killed clofc by his fide. ' He inftantly ordered an 111- 
difcriminate flaughler of the inhabitants; and his-fquadrons of ca- 
valr)f pouring through the ilreets before the afternoon, put to deatli 
an hundred thoufand perfons of all defcriptions, 

“ The king of Perfia,” fays the tranflator"^ of Fenllita, ** fat, 
“ during tins dreadful feene, in the Musjid of Rofliun A 1 Dowla : 

none but flaves durft come near him, for his countenance was 
“ dark and terrible. At length, the unfortunate emperor -f, attended 
by a number of his chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with 
“ downcail eyes. The Omrahs, who preceded, Mahmud, bowed 
“ down their foreheads to the ground. Nadir Shah flernly afked 
them what they wanted j they^ cried out with one voice, “ Spare 
“ the city."" Mahmud faid not a word, but tears flowed fafl from 
his eyes: the tyrant, for once touched with pity, flieathed his 

f r 

^ Colonel Dow. , ' t Mahmud Shah., 
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“ fword, and Cud, “ for the fake oftthc prince Mahmud' 1 for- ' 
'• £ive •• 

( 

Smce this dreadful maffacrc, this quarter of Delhi has been but 
reiy thinly inhabited i The mofquc of Rofhun A1 Dowlah is 11- 
tuated at the' entrance of the Cbaniney Choke, or market j it is of 
the common Cze, buHt of red ftone, and funnounted by three domes, 
richly gilt ' ‘ 

Zeenut jil Mufajid, or the ornament of mofques, is on the banks 
of the Jumna, and ivas ercdled by a daughter of Aurengzetb, of 
the name of Zeenut A1 Nillahi It is of red ftone, with inlayings 
of maible, and has a fpacious terrace in front, with a capacious re- 
ferroir faced with marble The pnneefs who buHt it, having de- 
clined entering into the mamage ftatc, laid out a large fum of money 
in the above mofquc, and on its completion, fhe built a lepulchrc 
of white marble, furrounded by a wall of the fame,’ in the weft 
comer of the terrace Here fhe was buned in the year of the Ht- 
jeiali iiaa, correfponding to the year of Chrift lyio There 
were formerly lands allotted for the fupport and repaus of this place, 
amounting to a lack of rupees per annum, but they ha\c long Cnee 
been conCfcatcd, during the troubles this city has undergone Ex- 
dufiic of the mofques afore mentioned, there arc, in Shahjehanabad 
and Its cm irons, above forty others j but as moft of them are of 
inferior Cze and beauty, and all of them of a Cmilar fafhion, it is 
unncceflaiy to prefent any farther detail 

The modem nty of Shalijchanabad is rebuilt, and contains many 
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good houfes,^ chiefly of brick; die Hreets are, in general, narrow,, 
as is iifual in moil of the large cities in Afia ; but there were for« 
merly two very noble ftreets, the firft leading from the palace gate, 
through the city, to the Delhi gate, m a diredlion north and fouth. 
This flrcct was broad and fpacious, having handfome houfes on 
each fide of the way, and merchants* fhops well fuimflied with a 
variety of the richeft arlicks. Shah Jehan caufed an aquedud of 
red ftonc to be made, which conveyed the water the whole length 
of the flrect, and from thence, by a refervoir under ground, into 
the royal gardens. — Remains of this aquedud aie dill to be feen, 
but it is in mod parts choaked up with rubbidi. The fecond grand 
dreet entered in the fame manner, from the palace to the Lahore 
gate, lying ead and wed ; it was equal in all refpeds to the former 
but in both of them the inhabitants have fpoiled the beauty of their 
appearance, by running a line of houfes down the center, and, in 
other places, acrofs the dreet, fo that it is with difficulty a perfon 
can difeover, without narrowly infpeding, their former pofition. 

The Bazars in Delhi are at prefent but indifferently fumilhed, and 
the population of late years miferably reduced. The Chandney 
Choke is the bed fumidied in the city, though its commerce is 
but trifhng. Cotton cloths are dill naanufadured, and they export 
indigo. Their imports are by the northern caravans, which gene- 
rally come once a year; they bring with them from Cabul and Cajh^ 
mere, diawls, fruits, and horfes ; the two former articles are procu- 
rable in Delhi at a reafonable rate. There is alfo a manufadory at 
Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious dones are alfo to he had in 
the Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the larged and mod 
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beautiful lize „ The jdjoming country, is well'' cultivated, tandttlicj 
ncighbourhoodt of, tbo city produces com,' nee, mullet, andimdigo d 

The city is divided intb thirty-fix niohauls or dillnfls, each of 
w bich IS named cither after the particular Omrah wbo’iefided there, 
or from fome local circumlbince rclativ'c to the place , t’l , 

, ’ 1 . 

It appears that modem Delhi has been built principally upon two 
rocky emmcnccs, the one where the Jama Mugid is fituated, named 
ytyula Pabar, and the other the quarter of thcoil merchants, ddledt 
Bejuta Pabar, from both of thefc you have a commandmg view of 
the reft of the city With refpedt to the rams of old Delhi, the-ex- 
tent cannot, I fuppofe, be lefs than a circumference of twenty ' 
miles, reckoning from the gardens of Shalunar, on the north weft, > 
to the Ruttub Minar, on the fouth call, and proceedmg from thence 
along tlie center of the old city by way of the raaufoleum ofi 
Nizam A1 Decn, the tomb of Humaioon, which adjoins, and the 
old fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Agimcre gate of Shajelii- 
nabad The environs to the north and weft arc crowded with Re- 
mains of fpacious gardens and countiy houfes of the nobihly, which 
were formerly abundantly fupplicd with water, by means of a noble 
canal dug by Ah Merdan Khan, and which formerly entered ftom 
above the citj of Panniput, quite down to Delhi, wlicre it jomed 
the Jumna fertilizing in its courfe a tnuft of more than mnety miles 
m length and beftovving comfort and affluence on thofc who'hvcd 
within Its extent This canal as it run through the fuburbs of 
Mogul Panih, nearlj three miles in length, was twenty-five feet 
deep, and as much in breadth, cut from tlic quarr) of fohd ftone 
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from %vliicli mofl of the neighbouring houfes have been likewife 
built. Over it, at different places, were built fmall bridges of ffone, 
which communicated wdth the garden houfes of the nobility. 

Ancient Delhi is faid, by hiftorians, to have been ere( 5 led by 
Rajah Delu, who reigned in Hmdoilaun prior to the invaiion of 
Alexander the Great ; others affirm it to have been built by Rajah 
Pettouvar, who flouriffied at a much later period. — It is called in 
Sanfcrit, Indraput^ or the abode of Indr a, one of the Hindu deities, 
and it is thus diftinguiffied in the royal diplomas of the chancery- 

office. Whether the city be of the antiquity reported, it is difficult 

/ 

to determine, but this much is certain, that the vaff quantity of 
buildings, both ancient and modern, which are to be found within 
the extent above mentioned, as well as their grandeur and ftyle of 
architedture, prove it to have been a rich, flouriffiing, and popu- 
lous city. 

I will only add a ffiort account of the royal gardens of Shalimar; 
thefe gardens, made by the emperor Shah Jehan^ weie begun in 
the fourth ydar of liis reign, and finiffied in the thirteenth, on which 

occafion, according to Colonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand fef- 

» 

tival to his court. Thefe gardens were laid out with admirable taffc, 
and coft the enormous fum of a million fterling ; their prefent ap- 
pearance ' does not give caufe to fuppofe fuch an immenfe fum has 
been laid out upon them, though great part of the moff valuable 
and coftly materials have been carried away. The entrance to them 
is through agateway of brick, and a canal, lined with ffone, having 
walks on each fide, paved with brick, leads up to the Hewaun 
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Kbana, or hall of audience, moft part of 'which is now fallen 
down, from hence, by Ihe fide of a noble canal,' ha\ulg a founlam 
m the center, you proceed to the apartments of the Haram, which 
occupy a large extent of ground In front is an Ivnun, or open 
hall, with apartments adjoining, the interior of which are decorated 
with a beautiful border of white and gold pamting, upon a ground 
of the finell cbmiam 

On each fide of tlus Iraun cnclofed by high Walls, are the apart- 
ments of the Haram, fame of which are built of red Hone, and 
fome of brick, faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna- 
ments, with pamtings of flowers of various kmds All the apart- 
ments have winding paflages, which commumtatc with each other, 
and the gardens adjoining by private doors The extent of Sbahmar 
docs not appear to have been very large I fuppofe the gardens al- 
together arc not above one mile in circumference: a high brick wall 
runs around the w hole, and the extremities are flanked with oflagon 
pavilions of red flone The gardens ftiU abound w ith trees of a 
very large fizc and very old The profpefl:, fouth of Shalimar, 
towards Delhi, as far as the eje can reach, is covered with the re- 
mains of exlcnfive gardens, pavilions, mofques, and burial places 
The cm irons of this once magnificent and celebrated city, appear 
now nothing more than a lliapciefs heap of rums, and the country 
round about is equally dcfolatc and forlorn 

“ ’The fi<tder bath 'xoai n bti 'xeb m the royal palace of tbe Cafars, 

“ ‘The ovet Jlani'tb ee/itinel on tbe •oeateb-treers of Hfrafabl" 

1 S \ni 
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Oa the ! ith of March, 1794, the author accompanied Major 
Reynolds, wim was at Delhi, on a deputation from the Bengal go- 
vemmetu, to an audience of his majclly, Shah-Aulum. 

After entering the palace, we were carried to the Dcivaiai Khajia, 
or hall of audience for the nobility, in the middle of w'hich was 
a throne, raifcvl about a fool and a half from the ground. In the 
center of this elevation was placed a chain of enmfon velvet, bound 
with gold cbfps, and over the whole was throwm an cmbioidered 
cevering of gold and filvcr thread. A handfomeyT/w/^/Wa fup- 
ported bv four pillars, incruRcd with filvtr, was placed over the 
chair of flatc. The king w.is at tins time m the Ti/Jhcah Khana, 
'Or oratory, an apartment in which he generally fits. On palling a 
ikreen of Indian Cofinat/ghu^ w'C proceeded to the front of the 
Tujtic.ib Khnjui^ and being arrived in the prcfcncc of the king, each, 
of us made three obeifanccs in turn, by ibrowdng dowm the right 
hand pretty low, and afterwards raifing it to the forehead ; W'C then 
went up to the Mufnud, on wdiich his majefty fat, and prefented 
our Nuzzirs, 01 w hile hand kci chiefs, each of our names being an- 
nounced at the time w'c offered them. The king received the whole, 
and gave the Nuzzirs to his fon, Mirza Akbar Shah, and two other 
princes, wdio fat on his left hand. We then retired with our faces 
towards the prcfcncc, made the fimc obeifance as before, and re- 
turned a fccond time to the Mufnud. After a flight converfation, 
w^c were direiflcd to go without t 5 ic cnclofure, and put on the Khil- 
luts which his majefty had oidered for us. They confifled of light , 

i 

r * Canopy. 
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Indian dreffes, a- tuiband Jamah, and Cumbcibund, made of cotlon, 
with fmall gold Ipngs On being doathed m thefe tlreflcs, we once 
more returned, and after a few mmutes ftay, previous to which, 
Major Reynolds received a fword and a title from the king, we 
were difmilTcd, and fomc fervants were ordered to attend us, while 
viewing the palace 

The palace of the royal family of Timoot ^vas eredted by the 
Emperpr Shah Jehan, at the time he built the new aty It is fi- 
tuated on the weltem bank of the nver Jumna, and is furrounded 
on three fidcs by a wall of red ftone j I judge the circumference of 
the whole to be about one mile ^ 

I 

The two ftone figures, mentioned by Bernier, at the entrance of 
the palace, which reprefented the Rajah of Cbnlore, and his bro- 
ther Potta, feated on two elephants of ftone are not now to be 
feenw— They were removed by order of Aurengezebe, as favoring 
too much of idolatry, and he enclofed the Ipacc on which they 
ftood with a Ikrcen of red ftone, which has disfigured the entrance 
to the palace 

The firft objedt, after entering, that attradU attention, is the 
Dneaun Aum, or public hall of audience, for all defcnptions of 
people It IE fituated at the upper end of a fpacious fquarc, and, 
though at prefent much in decay, is a noble building On each 
fide of the Oncaun Aum, and all round the fguarc, are apartments 
of two ftones in height, the walls and front of which in the timet 
of the fplendour of the empire, were adorned with a profufion of 
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die richeft tapeftiy, velvets and filks, the nobles vying with each 
other, in rendering them the moft magnificent, efpecially on 
feftivals and days of public rejoicings, which prefented a grand 
light. Thefe decorations have, however, long fince been difcon- 
tinued, and nothing but bare walls now remain. 

From the Dewaim Jum we proceeded through another handfome 
gateway to the Dewaun Khafs afore mentioned. This building 
likewife IS fituated at the upper end of a fpacious fquare, elevated 
upon a terrace of marble about four feet in height. The Dewaun 
Khafs, in former times, was adorned with exceffive magnificence; 
and though repeatedly llript and plundered by fucceflive invaders t 
ftill retains fufiicient beauty to render it admired. I judge the build- 
ing to be an hundred and fifty feet in length by forty in breadth. The 
roof IS fiat, fupported by numerous columns of fine white marble, 
which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower work of dif- 
ferent coloured flones': the cornices and borders have been decorated 

« 

with freize and fculptured work. The cieling was formerly in- 
crufted with a rich foliage of filver throughout its whole extent, 
which has been long fince taken away. The delicacy of the inlay- 
ing in the compartments of the walls is much to be admired ; and 
it is matter of bitter regret to fee the barbarous ravages that have 
been made by picking out the difierent cornelians,' and breaking the 
marble by violence. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khafs, in 
the comice, are the following lines, written in letters of gold upon 
a ground of white marble ; 

i 
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“ If there be a paradifc upon earth, this is at — ’tis this — ’tis this ” 


The terrace of this building iS compofcd of large flabs of white 
marble, and the budding is crowned at top with four pavdions or 
cupolas of the fame materials The- royal baths built by the em- 
peror Shah Jehan are fituated a little to the northward of the Dewaun 
Khafs, and confift of three very large rooms furmounted by domes 
of white marble The infide of them, about two thirds of the 
way up, IS lined with marble, having beautiful borders of flowers, 
worked cornelians, and other Hones executed with much taftc — 
Tlic floors are paved throughout with marble in large flabs j there 
arc fountains in the center, which have palfes to carry the water into 
the different apartments large refcrvoirs of marble, four feet in 
depth, are placed m the walls The light is admitted from the roof 
by wmdows of flamed glaft and capacious ftoves with iron gra- 
tings are placed underneath each feparate apartment Adjoming 
the baths is a \ciy fine mofquc made after the fafhion already 
defenbed 

In the royal gardens is a very large oftagon room, whicli faces 
the Jumna it is called Siai Barj, or the Royal Tower, and is 
lined with marble Through the window of this room, the late 
heir apparent, Pnnee Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made liis efcape in 
1784, wEcn lie fled to Lucknow Great part of the palace has 
fuficred by the defiruane ravaiges of the late invaders ITic Ro- 
hillas in particular, who were introduced by Gholaum Cadir Khan, 
Irate flapped many of the rooms of tlicir marble ornaments and 
pavements 
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Adjoining the palace is the fort of Selim Ghur ; it communicates 
by a bridge of ftone built over ' an atm of the river : it is now en- 
tirely in luins 

; 

- * Two buildings, which are equally worthy the infpedhon of a traveller, have not been 
deferibed in the preceding account , namely, the Gentur Muntury or Obfervatory, built 
by Rajah Jcy Sing , and the Ciitiuh Minar, or the famous column m the neighbourhood 
of the city. Of both of thefe, the Meffrs. Darnells, have brought to England moft 
beautiful and accurate paintings, .and the latter has likewife been deferibed by Captain i 
Blunt, of the Bengal engineers, one of the author’s companions m the journey before^ 
mentioned. 
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A Narrative of the Revolution at Rampore in 1794 

FIZOOLAH Khan, after the battle of Cutturah in 1 774, retired 
with the remainder of the RohiHat to the Cummaoon Hills. The 
events of the campaign under Colonel Champion, and the fubfe- 
quent treaty of Loll Dong m the fame year, arc in the hands of 
cveiy one 

By that treaty, Fizoolah Khan had a territory allotted to him, 
which was eftimated at the annual value of fourteen Itfcks of rupees* 
He chofe tlie city of Rampore as the place of his icCdcnce, and 
feduloully employed himfclf to the improvement of his country, and 
his fubjedts’ welfare 

His virtuous efforts t\ ere crowned with deferved fuccefs j and, 
after an uninterrupted and profperous adminiflration of twenty j ears, 
during which he nearly doubled the revenues of his country, he 
expired m Auguft 1794 m full poflcllion of the cllecm and love of 
hiE fubjcdli, and m high repute with the native pnnecs of India for 
his benesolcnce, gcncrofity, and good faith 


About « 50,0001. (Inling 
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Fizoolah Khan left behind him a family of ten children; feven 
fons and three daughters. His eldeft fon, Mahomed Ah Khan, 
fiicceeded to his dominions, agreeably to the edabliihed rights of 
piimogcniture, and was acknowledged as chief by the Rohilla tribe. 

Mahomed All is defcribed by his countrymen as being grofs and 
ciucl , and was, confequently, exceffively difliked by the body of 
the people, i\ho, from the charadler^ftic of their matural fpirit, re- 
quire from their fuperiors, a concihatmg- manner and kind treatment 

t 

as the price of obedience. On the other hand, the fecond foh (by 
the fame mothei) named Gholaum Mahomed, who, though a young 
man of violent and turbulent difpofition, was by his tribe generally 
beloved. He had been the favourite of his' father dining the latter 
years of his life, and had condudted under him the moft important 
bufinefs of the hate. 

By his unremitted attention to the cultivation of the jaghiie, he 
had, m a particular manner, gained the elleem of the hufbandmen, 
who in fadl. compofe the great body of the people ; and the addition 
of a handfome perfon,, and'an affedled fuavity of manners, with a 
plaufible attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him in the 
efteem and warmeft affediion of the foldiers,at large. 

Spurred on thus by ambition, and having once tafted the mtoxica- 
ting cup of pleafure, he could ill brook a fudden defcent into infig- 
nificance ; he fcarcely permitted the eyes of his aged father to be 
clofed, when he entered into a cabal with fome of the leading and 
moft turbulent of the Rohilla chiefs. 


F F 
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' A confaouliiefs of his own natural fupcnonty over his brother, 
Ihmuktcd him to commit a harbarous dime, at which human na- 
ture revolts, and at once to rend afundcr the bonds of brotherhood 
and loyalty 

Gholaum Mahomed having gained over to his intercfts the prin- 
cipal officers of the army, and, through them, fecured the attachment 
of the troops, proceeded to execute the defign fonned-for the depo- 
fition of his brother Seventeen days after the death of Fizoolah 
Khan, Gholaum Mahomed, attended by a felcA party well armed, 
entered the Durbar of Mahomed Ali A confidential fervant ap- 
pnfed the Nuwaub of his brother’s intended vifit j and at the fame 
time cautioned him to be on his guard, as treachery was intended 

It is impoffiblc my brother can entertam evil deCgns againft 
“ me has he not taken the facred Koran?” was the anfwer of the 
mfatuated prince He was too foon convinced of his errror 

On entering the apartment, Gholaum Mahomed, as had been 
agreed upon by the confpirators, bore himfelf with defigned haugh- 
tinefs and dirrcfpc(2 towards his brother This, as was forefeen 
and defiled, inflamed Mahomed Ah, and excited the irafcibility of 
his temper He brol c forth mto the groflell abufc, and, in his un- 
goicmable rage, wis fo larti at to draw his fabie 

Gholaum Mahomed now gave the fignal of attack, and his bro- 
ther was inftantly furrounded by the whole body of contpirators, 
who, after a refolute and defperatc reOlhmce, cut Iiim down. He 
4 
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was then confined, and fent to the hoiife of, the late Fjzoolali Khan^ 
where he was received by the women of the family, who having 
dicHcd liiv w'ounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and reconcile 
him to his fate. 

The ufurycr was acknowledged by the army and people at Ram* 
pore with loud acclamations. Shoitly after this event, it was 
underHood by letters which arrived from Lucknow, that the enlarge- 
ment of the depofed Nuwaub, and his being permitted to refide at 
I aicknow, would be acceptable to the vizir 

A council, confifting of Gholaum Mahomed and his principal 
leaders, was held on the occafion, and they were requefted to give, 
their refpeiflive opinions on the fubjedl before them. 

It has been affirmed, but not corroborated by any teftimony that 
has come within our knowledge, that the ufurper himfelf appeared 
inclined to a merciful determination, and would have hberated his 
brother. This, how^ever, was violently oppofed by feme of the 
leaders, and particularly by Nutchoo Khan and Omar Khan, two of 
the mofl ferocious and fanguinary of the Rohilla tribe, they de- 
clared, as a reafon for their diflike to Mahomed Ah’s enlargement, 
that, fhould he once quit the jaghire and be allowed to join the Britifh 

^ It IS ncdefTar)^ here to remark, that the above dircumftailce was commumcated to 
the author by a confidential fervant of the late Flxoolah Khan, "vt'ho is, now living at 
Ramporc.' At the fame time impartiality demands us to (late, that the credibility of 
the circumftance refts folcly on tlie teftimony of tWs man, (it being denied, by the people 
of Oude ) ' - 


F f 
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army, there could be no doubt but all thofc concerned in the iate 
revolution, together with their wives and families, would, in the 
event of a defeat, be expofed to the moft fcvere refcntmcnt, even, 
laid Omar Khan, “ to their grinding of ncc for the infidels • ” 

Tkefe aiguments deadcd die quelbon j and it was unanimoufiy^ 
refolved to put the unhappy pnnce to- death But the canymg this 
fanguinaiy refolve into effedt was a matter of no fmall difficulty, and 
required a difplay of codfiderable art and perfidy 

Mahomed Alt, as we have Icen, was mthin the tvalls of the 
Haram, a fanfluary wluch, in Hmdoflaun, it is cOnfidered in the 
highcft degree difhonourable to violate or pollute Gholaum Ma- 
homed, therefore, proceeded m a manner equally fubtle, as rcfincdly 
cruel He font for a perfon then at Ramporc, by name Shah Hu/Tun, 
a Syuii •[•, and a fnan refpedted by all for his fandlity, his age, and 
exemplary manners In the prcfence of this man, the ufurper fwore 
upon the Koran, that if his ill-fated brother would voluntanly quit 
his alylum, not a hair of his head ffiould fuftain injury he con- 
cluded, by rcquclling of the Syud to prevad upon his brother to 
come forth 

Satisfied with an affiirance fo folemn, the holy man repaired to the 
palace of Pizoolali Khan; and there liaving repeated uhat he had 
heard from tlic ufurper, Mahomed All was perfuaded to j icld his 

• Which, in ACa, I' cnofidcrcd an o0ice of the rootl mcnnl nature, 

t DefeendanI of the Prophet. 
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Me .i.ccoKlingly Ins alyluni, ami was forthwith con- 

'i fra !i fort ahom a mile dillant fiom the city. 


Hiving flui*' ohi.ontd p<''ircfiion of his brother^ perfon, Gholaiim 
M.ahonuH nc\{ dchherateJ (in the furcfl mode of depriving him of 
liis life, v.’itlunu lumfcll incuiring the gmlt of fratricide. Omar 
Khan, whom we li.uc be foie mentioned ns the mofl: favage of his 
ndvifers, propofed the detthablc method of poifoning his vidluals; 
and to this, ho\vc\cr incicdihlc it may appear, the inhuman brother 
gave his confent. The per funs w’ho had charge of the prifoner 
were diteiTlcd to carry this refoluijon into cfic(5l. But information 
of the ddign ha%ing been prcNioufly communicated to Mahomed 
All, he rcfiifcd to cat. For thicc days and as many nights did the 
unhappy prince remain without furtcnancc, and in a ftatc of torpid 
infcnfibility. The fourth day, nature being cxbaufted, and roufed. 
by the calls of hunger, the Ninvaub prevailed upon the humanity of 
a w’alci-canicr who attended him to afford him a fmall portion of 
flour; of this, \v'hich he prepared with his own hands by mixing 
it with water, he ate a morfal ; but his flomach, w'eakened by fo 
long fafling, almofl: immediately on fwallownng, rejected the food. 

Meanwiiilc the barbarian, finding his intentions fruflrated, and 
impatient of the delay, refolved to complete his bloody purpofe by 
the daggers of alfaffination.' Four wretches, Munfa, Syud Khan, 
Toolloo, and another, were felecSted for tlie perpetration of this 
'horrid deec^. 


Notwithftanding the fecrecy with which the order was given, of 
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this, ikewifc, Mahomed Ah received mformafion, and perceiving 
that his fate was approachmg, he fent an affedbonate meffage to his 
Begum and family, and as a final efert to avert his brother’s \cn- 
geance, he, for the fake of his familj , acquainted the Syud, whom 
we have before noticed, of the ultimate refolution of hjs unrelenting 
brother 

The Syud, equally allonilhed as indignant, at the bafc condiidV 
of the ufurper, and commiflcrating the fate of his lawful pnncc, 
repaired to the Durbar of Gholaum Mahomed he there publicly 
charged him with a breach of faith, and a contempt for the precepts 
of religion The hypoente, in reply gave the moft folemn alTu- 
ranccs of the fafety of Mahomed Ah, whofe life, he added, " was 
dearer to him than his own ” But the heart of this ruffian was not 
to be foftened neither the recolledlion of their early jears, nor the 
dofer tics of fraternal afledlion, fince arrived at manhood, could 
indmc to pity or remorfc, and to add to the guilt of aflaffination, 
he defeended to the mcancll and vilcft fubterfuge In order tliat it 
might appear an ad of fuiadc on the part of the miferable brother, 
orders were given to the affalfins to contnve the murder to that effiitn: 
Accordingly, entenng t[ic chamber of the flciqnng pnncc at mid- 
night, they put an end to his cxiftcncc b) a pifiol fhot, and fevcnil 
Aabs of a dagger When the deed was done, tliey remmed the 
bod) to a fmall diftancc from where it lay, and after placing the 
weapon in the breafl of the deceafed, the) departed , 

Next morning intelligence of the dcccafc of Mahomed Ah was 
conaejard to his brother, while fitting in the Durbar Tlic ufurper. 



^ 
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affeding the utnioll furpiiio and ailonithh\cnt, bind into and 
lamented, in the moll poignant term};, the nnhappy nithnet^^ ot' hi^-^ 
brother, in committing fo defperate an iid. 1\> complete the in- 
famy of this diabolical tivinfidion, he dimded the mnvains of his 
brother to be folemnly intcued, and dillvibnted a contiderable fnm 
of money in charity, to piay for the repote of the fonl of the de- 
ceafed. 


In this manner, polluted ivith a bvothev^s blond, did Ohohnun 
Mahomed afeend the Mufnud of Ramporc. 'i'he nei'dlmy tleps 

f ^ 

were now to be taken to feeme the cAahlilhment of the ut'mpew 


As a prelude, letters were difpatchcd to the vi'/ir, in whicti <>ho« 
laum Mahomed endeavoured to excufo the oirocily ol' his i 

he offered, moreover, to his excellency, in alleviation of his |\'uil(> 

> I 

a Nazzeranah and Paillicudi ; and with profe/lions of the higliell 
attachment and icfped for the Nuwaub as his rovcn'i;);ii iiihI lonl 
paramount, he concluded with requcfliiig a conlimialioii of (hr jng« 
hire rn his own perfon. 




It may heic be jcmarkcd, (hat (his valuable Ja/',hir<* Imd only hei'n 
granted for life to its late poffeffor, and conf'ijiiently, at hj». df nilfe, 
it reverted to the Vizir, as lord paramount of Kohilt'iind'l’, l< if. 
true that fomc years dnee, it had been projHidMl l)y (lie vizh him*- 


* l^nzTxramh, a prefent v/IiIcIj U ufuaHy fnH Ify frilJiXaiy pdfM'ffe In Ijlii'lolbita, 
on their acceflion, to their foverugu or Ior/1 jwranioiinl# 

i Vide report of the ftkt^ cotntrnUfc for Iti'ih mif‘ ffiy 

to Ramporc. 
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fcif, through the mediation of the fupreme government at Calcutta, 
to Fizookh Khan, to change the tenure of the Jaghire, which was 
only for life “into an Ahum Gbeb, wh(ch, by the ufagcs of Hin- 
dofiaun, defccnds in perpetuity to fuaxlTors ^ A conlideration of 
fifteen lacks of rupees was then deemed a fufScicnt compenfation 
By feme means or other the oficr was rejeiflcd on the part of Fi- 
zoolah Khan, and, confequcntly at his dcmife die nght of,rcfump- 
tion of the jaghire was evident and undeniable 

The vizir, who from his earheft youth liad been immcrfed in 
pleafure, would now gladly have feized the fat Durable opportunity 
thus afforded him of confifeating this a-aluable jaghire, ^ which 
would fupply him with frefh means of gratifjtng his extravagance 

His fludluating mmd, however unaccuffomed tobufinefs, or de- 
cilitc exertion, heGtatcd, and with the imbccilitj and little craft in- 
herent to AJiatic policy , he had rccourle to temporizing mcafurcs 

) 

The views of his miniAcr, Rajah Ticket Roj, a man timid, 
irrcfolutc, and dcflitute of every qualification abotc that of a mere 
accomptant, were cafily led to encourage the weaknefs of his mafler 
This miniftcr fotefaw and dreaded the difficulties in which he mud 
iinatoidably be imohcd, fliould Mgotous meafures be purfued 

\ 4 - 

An empty treafury , a deranged fyflera of finance, a weak go- 
\cmmcnt, deeply antiapatcd revenue, and an imporenllicd counity , 
afforded but flender means for fupply mg not only the nccellaty ex. 
pcnccs of tlie war, but alfo to provide for the parade and extrava- 
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gancc of his fovcieign, whofe childiihly expenfive turn he knew 
would not finl of difplaying its pomp on this occafion. He viewed 
with .ilfnglit the cmbairahments that thicatened him, and hoped, 
by accommodation, to efcape the impending difficulties, and, at 
the fame time, by a laige muldl, to raife a temporary relief to the 
cxincnccs of the ftatc. 

O 

The vizir and Ills miniflers, although from different motives, 
were united in a defire to accommodate, tempted by the magnitude 
of the fum*'* now offered, as Nuzzeranah, by Gholaum Mahomed, 
But, however ffrong the neceffity of the one, or the extravagance 
of the other, yet neither would venture on a decihve ftep m an af- 
fair fo important, without confulting their allies, tlie Engliffi, who 
were guarantees to the Jaghire Dar by the tieaty of Loll Dong. 

j 

Accordingly, the vizir communicated the circumftances of the 
event to the Britiffi refident at Lucknow, who conveyed the inti- 
mation to the fupreme board in Calcutta; at the fame time, his 
excellency declared his intention to abide by the advice of that go-’ 
vernment. 

It was fuppofed by many, that the Britiffi government would 
take no part in the bufinefs, and had they been delirous of avoiding 
trouble, there exifted a plaufible pretext for permitting the ,vizii to 
follow his own inclinations. 

I ^ 

It was, however, juftly confidered, that were the Engliffi, under 

" * Twenty- two lacks of rup^. 
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the ciTcumllanccs of their known and intimate conneflion with the 
vizir, to overlook ihis foul murder, and fuller fo hemoiiE a 'enme 
to go unpunilhed, it would be a condufl; utterly unworthy and dif- 
honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the national cha- ' 
raiSer, in the eyes of the princes of Hmdollaun 

1 

Aftuated by fo generous a principle, the Bntifli government came 
to the determination to dilpoflefs and pimilh the rebel, and in pur- 
fuance of this refolution, the two bngades which are ftationcd m 
Oude, by treaty, were ordered to tike the field Sir Robert 
Abercrombie, the commander in chief, being at that time on a 
tour to infpedl the troops at the upper Rations of the army, was 
requefted to undertake the expedition, and for that puipofe, was in- 
vefled with th® moll ample authority, and afllfted by the co-opera- 
tion of the refident at Lucknow 

Piepaiatoiy to the commencement of the campaign the com- 
mander in chief was inftruftcd to arrange and concat raeafures with 
the vizir, for the future government of the jagliire Sir Robert 
Abercrombie accordmgly had a mectmg with his highnefs nt Dala- 
mow, on the banks of the Ganges He there cxplamed to the vizir, 
in the fulIcR and moll diftindt manner, that tlie EngliOi were deter- 
mined to remote the murderer, Gholaum Mahomed, forever, from 
any lharc in the government of Ramporc, and that whatever part 
of the jaghin. it might hereafter be deemed proper to bellow on 
the Rohillas, it mull be conferred upon the tufant Jon of the de- 
ccafed Jaglure Dar »* 
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llic vixir, it is faid, was not lefs hurt at the didlatorial flrain of 
this communication, than diiTatisfied with its tenor (fo averfe to his 
own wiflics) or the wiflies of his minifler. They looked to im- 
mediate advantage, and eager to feize the golden prize, and both 
being devoid of cver}^ idea of national charadter, laughed to fcorn 
the infatuation and felly of expending blood and tieafure, for what, 
m then own fingular phrafcology, they deemed “ A Name.’'* 


Tlie Nuwaub, exhibiting fymptoms of difaffedlion, w^as finally 
given to underfiand, that without he explicitly acquiefced in the 
above points, that the Britifh government w'ould take no part in the 
bufinefs. 


Immediate compliance enfued, and Sir Robert Abercrombie pro- 
ceeded, with all expedition, to Cawnpore, and from that place to 
Futty Chur, whei^e he arrived, and afiumed the command of the 
army on the 7th of Odtober, 1794; the troops began to crofs the 
Ganges at Futty Ghur, and the Cawnpoie brigade having joined, 
the army was formed a few days after on the banks of the Gamberah 
river. 

Meanwhile the vizir had been colledtmg his army, which con- 
fided of a numerous and Undifciplined rabble of infantry, and about 
2.000 hoife j and, for the f^ke of an oftentatious difplay of pomp, 
200 pieces of cannCn, fome of them of very large dimenfions, 
were dragged along with the multitude. 

His^highnefs quitted Lucknow on the of Odtober, and, 


G G 2 
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though by cafy marches, he might eaffly have come up'^ith the , 
Bntifli general and joined ^forces, he, ' on the contrary appeared 
deCrous to remain in the rear, and, notwithflanding the prefling and 
urgent fohcitations of the Engh/h refident, and General Martin,'- 
t\bo attended his camp, he could not be perfuadedito advance" 

- 'i , I . 

Being folicited to feud on, at leall, a body of cavalry he declined * 
the propofal and it was not until the day after the adhon, that any 
of the vizir’s army joined the Bntifli Our narration mull now 
lead us to the fituabon of the Englilh army, in which nothing ma- 
terial occurred imtd the ^4th inftant, when it encamped on the banks 
of the Sunkrah, a fmall nver, about five miles m' advance of Be- ’ 
reiUy, upon the high road to Ramporc , 

» 5 

In the evenmg of that day an ofiEcer was ordered out with a 
party of troopers to patrole three or four miles m front,, and report 
any occurrence to the general That ofBcer reported that lyoo of 
the enemy’s horfc were advanced as far as Millik, a village about 
fifteen miles from the Britifh encampment, and that fome horfemcn, - 
about noon, had been fecn exarmning the paflage of the Ddo Jorab, 
a fmall nicr in front, and withm the vizir’s teiritones ' 

On the 25th, the Englilh preferved the fame pofiuon, their front, 
to the Ramporc road, and the Sunkra nver, coienng their rear, 
and, by a uinding diieflion, protedling alfo the right flank, fo that 
It could only be attacked either on the left or in front, and in either 
cafe to the difadvantage of tlic opponents , 
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About two o’clock, P. M. of this day, the commander in chief 
was aftonillicd at the intelligence that the Rohillas, in full force, 
were croiTing the Doo Jorah, accompanied by the cavalry of the 
line. The general advanced to a fmall eminence in front, to ob- 
ferve the motions of the enemy. A meffage from Gholaum Ma- 
homed was, at this time, brought with a letter to the general, which 
Sir Robert would not receive, but delired the melTenger might be 
diredled to return, and acquaint his mafter, that the Britidi com- 
mander would hold no communication with him, until he retired 
within the Rampore boundary, and totally evacuated the territories 
of the vizir, the mvalion of which was highly improper, and adw 
ded much to the atrocity of lus crime. That the Rohillas would 
be allowed until the evening of the next day to withdraw their 
troops, which, if they did not, the Englifh would conUder and 
treat them as enemies. 

( 

To this no anfwei was returned, but on the 26th of Odtober the 

I 

enemy appeared in a menacing and hoflile manner, fpreading over. ’ 
the plain in irregular and confufed, though numerous, columns. 

The general who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, and 
left one of his aids de camp to give timely notice of the enemy V 
motions. T,he enemy continuing to advance, and form, m' an 
irregular manner, the Bntifh troops were immediately ordered to 
prepare for adfion. 

r 

The firlb brigade, conlifting of the 1 3th native battalion, the 2d 

European regiment, and the i8th native, _with the two regiments 

/ 

I 
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of tavalr7, formed the refcrvc; -ind compofed the nght tring of the, 
army The 3d brigade, confiftidg of four native battahons, fortnid 
the left rving, and the 2d brigade^ of equal ftrength, compofed the 
center To each battalion in the Ime were Attached two guns, '■'and 
the grand park of artillery was ported, iii the interval, between tht 
center divifion and the left wing From an eminence an froht, 
which the enemy were unaccountably permitted to occupj', they foon 
commenced an liarmlcfs cannonade; their guns being greatly elevated, 
the fliot parted over the Bntifli Ime -About ten, A M the line 
being regularly Jbrmed, twogUns* the fignal to advance, tWre fhed 
in the center Tile Englilh troops began to advance, and continued 
to prtfs fotward with great ardour. Until they met tlie cbclny, , who 
came on w ith une'wmplcd refolution and detennincd ferocity. Upon ' 
the points of their bayonets, fword m hand The, Bntiflt artillii^ 
and muflictry did great execution ; 1 but could not entirely check Uie 
firft onfet The moft defpenitc effort of the Rohillas w as made on 
the nght of the referve, whete Colonel Bumngton commanded, and 
fell The cavalry who \vcre on the nght flank, comrtianded jiy 
Captain -Ram fa) , when the enem) liad ads’anced to about eighty 
paces fuddenly wheeled to the left, by order of their commanding 
officer, who let! them into the rear of the irifcne The fuddennefs 
of this unexpefled and difgraccful movement, Snd tlie cliaigc whicli 
the enemy were thereby infpircd to make on tlie rear, threw the Ca- 
valry into confufion, and left tlie gallant 13th battalion entnely ex- 
pofed ! this the enemy pcrcasing threw thcmfelves wnth the uttnort 
Molence upon the flank of that corps, and many of them having 
turiKd Its rear, the whole nght wing of the battalion were cut' to 
pieces Captam Macleod the commandant, a gallant and exptn- 

4 
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HHr i ;:r, v/ith four of hi^ riib.iherns, fell; this corps 

pKtfcJ the Iv^fopctn ri'’ginicri*{, ulu<li being alfo briflvly at- 

'-.^cic xhiown into a Itla- roninbon. The Europeans, in 
tntn, cj'.nvitrJ upcfu tl^c t Ktli haltaliun, mul, notwithlhinding the 
tkadincf .nui exertion of that corps, animated by the prcfcncc of 
t'tcis galhnt leader, Major Bolton, nuieh deArudion was committed 
jn a few’ miiuitc':. 'I he body of the enemy that made this im- 
predion on the referve, had funered much thcmfclvcs, but in the 
tumult, liad paded tluough the intervals occafioned by the difordcr, 
and were in tiie itar of the Juiropcan regiment, when a part of the 
Cxr'.ahy, which had, hy the greaicA exertion^? of the fubal tern offi- 
cers, been ralhVcJ, returned back to the attack, and prevented further 
mifclncf. The other tlivilions of the line having maintained an 
undaunted face throughout the whole of the battle, icfiflance on 
the part of the Rolnllas, at length, entirely ccafcd, and after a clofe 
ndion of an liour and forty minutes, fcarcc a man of the enemy 
w\ts to be fccn. 


The BiitiHi line Iiallcd a few minutcs'on die field of battle to let 
the troops breathe, after which, .they purfued the enemy to the Doo 
Jorah river, on the oppofitc banks of which their camp was flill 
ilanding ; tins was plundered by the vizir’s horfemen, who, ac- 
cording to cuftom, had come up after the action, and whilfl the 
Englifli line was halted, to mark out their encampment, thefe ban- 
ditti reaped the reward due to the valour of their allies. 


The Rohilla force, from the moll authentic accounts, confffied 
of 30,000 infantry, and about 4000 horfej they h^d nearly 7,000 
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men ’cilled, and as many wounded j wlulft the Bntifli had to regret 
a dear-boOght wSorj , m thelofs of 600 men and fourteen officers^,, 
men of tried imputation in their profeffion, and nho had fought 
under the banners of Coote and Comwalhs ^ ' 

On the ayth, the army halted to mter the dead, md take care of 
the wounded, who were font back to BereUly the' fame day, where 
an hofpital was formed for their reception On the apth, the anny 
reached and took pofleffion of the city of Rampore, the capital of 
the RohiUa jaghire, and cxceptmg the widow and family of Ma- 
homed All, fcarcc a Rohdlah remained m the place the whole hav- 
ing evacuated the town the day fucceedmg the battle. . 

The Bntilh general then deemed it eligible to give up the town 
to the management of the vizir, whofe people accordmgly took 
pofleffion 


Intelligence of .the retreat of the Rohillas into the Almora hills, 
which extend along the caftem boundary of Robilcund, having been 
received, the Bntilh army advanced by eafy marches, and on the 5th 
of November, encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot of the 

r 

• Names of the officers killed In the a6Uon of the 26th Oflober, 1794«— i 
Colond B onin gton Major Bolton, Capttm Maclcod, Captam Mawbey LtnUmaits t 
W Odell, W Hlnckfroan, John Plimier, jofeph Richardfon, T Cummings, Z. 
Bireh. JFtimitit Major IC Broce, T Edwards Lttuimwtis: R. Adams, Lewis 
Thomas T RobolSfln, J P P^ot, cavalry ArliJUryi KiJieJs Captain Mordamrt 
Ltnifenat/ji E. Baker J Tilfcr iFnirndtJ (fince dead) Captam Wells, br^adc 
major It may be mtcrdlir^g to the fiknds of tbcf; gallant officers, to kam that the 
Bntiffi gcn'cmmcnt have duelled a monument to be creeled over their remains, on the 
lf«t where they fclL 
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befoie-TTientioned hills. The fame day, Syud Khan, a confidential 
pcrfon, was difpatchcd by Gholaum Mahomed into the Englifh 
camp, with propofals on the part of his mafter, that he (Gholaum 
Mahomed) would deliver himfelf up to the Englilh, with the pro- 
vifion of perfonal fafety to himfelf, and an afiurance from the Bri- 
tifh general, that the honour of his family fliould be preferved in- 
violate. The Englilli commander readily acquiefced in the propofal, 
and about one o^clock next day, the Rohilla chief was met at a 
fliort diftance from the Britilh camp, by the refident at Lucknow , 
and by him conduced to the general’s tent. He was accompanied 
by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years of age, and two of 
his firdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, the latter of whom was 
an old foldier, who had fhared the fortunes of the late Fizoolah 
Khan, at Loll Dong, and ferved him from that period until his 
death. 

Gholaum Mahomed having thus furrendered his perfon, it was 

’ </ 

rcafonably fuppofed that matters would fpeedily be brought to a con- 
clufion; It foon, how'ever, appeared, that that chief had, by the 
natural craft and corrupt turn of his own difpofition, been led to 
hope that bribes, and the all-powerful influence of gold, would flill 
fecure him pofleflion of the jaghire. The treafures of his late fa- 
ther, amounting to an immenfe fum, which had been amafled by a 
feries of the'mofl; prudent induflry and rigid economy, were in his n 
hands, and, though regardlefs of either honour or hohefty, he had 
obfervation fufficient to hope that his treafures would not only gild 
his crimes, but mollify his enemies, and prove perfuafive advocates 
in his favour j in this, however, he failed j and though he pofitively 


H H 
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offered the immenfe fum of a lack of gold mohurs to the reCdent, 
another to the general, and a third to the company, if he could be 
retairted m the Neabot or deputylhip of the jaghire, he was gi\>cn 
to underftand by Mr Cherry, that he muff for ever abandon every 
hope of that nature, and that neither the jaghire, nor even permiffion 
to refide rvithm its precindls would ever be granted him After 
this inefiedlual ftruggle, fome days pafled without any thing being 
determined, and Gholaum Mahomed, cither affefted, or really not 
poffcffing any influence over his oblhnate countrymen, ffill kept aloof 
from decifion, rvhich the general perceivmg, and that by patience 

I 1 

and forbearance matters were only more procraftinated, it was deter- 
mined to confidcr the Rohilla chief entirely out of the queflion, and 
the plan of a feparate negotution with the chiefs m Ihe Rohilla 
camp was adopted A general pardon was offered to thofe mif. 
guided men and their adherents, on their fubroiffion to the vizir 
Their troops had penraflion to depart to their reTpciffive homes, and 
a jaghire of ten lacks of rupees, excluding the town of Ramponc, 
was offered to Ahumud Ah Khan, the infant fon of the murdered 
Nuwaubj thefe terms, however reafonable and confonant to the li- 
beral policy which ailuatcd Sir Robert Abercrombie throughout the 
whole of thefe tranfadlions, were, ncvcrthclefs, rejciffed, and many 
evafions and extravagant demands were made on the part of the 
enemy 

On the 1 2 th of Noreraber, however, Gholaum Mahomed, ap- 
prehenfive lliat the other chiefs would now make terms for them- 
fehes, or probablj (as appeared juflificd bj the conclufion) adlualed 

3 
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by more dcccptious motives, agreed to fend letters to the Rohilia 
camp, with pofitivc orders to his fiidars to fend out his family and 
treafurcs. Syud Khan was intrufted with the miffion, and he being 
detained by the Rohillas, and no anfwcr returned, Omar Klian, 
with pretended anxiety to cfFcdt an accommodation, propofed to 
vifit the camp, and doubted not of his prevailing over his country- 
men to accede to terms. 

To this Sir Robert Abercrombie, adluated by the humane delire 
of terminating the war without a farther efidilion of blood, yielded 
his aficnt: Omar Klian went, but never returned. 

It was now difeovered, from various channels, that Ghokum 
Mahomed 'himfelf, notwithftanding his profeflions of obedience, 
was the foie caufe of the obftinate delay of diis countrymen, with 
whom he had kept up a fccret correfpondence, and urged the chiefs^ 
who were his creatures, not to accept of any terms in which his 
reftoration to the jaghire was not a primary article ; and he alTured 
them, that being refolute and unanimous in this point, they would 
infure fuccefs. 

It was therefore determined to bring matters, at once, to an iffue. 
In the evening of the 3d of December, an infolent and contemptuous 
letter arrived in the Englilh camp j in that letter, after repeating^ a 
feries of extravagant demands, they concluded with thele remark- 
able words, “ If, after this reprefentation, our requefts be denied, 
it will be confpicuous throughout the empire of Hindoflaun, that 


H H 2; 



236 APPENDIX, U 

in the days of Ufuf A1 Dowlah, afllftcd by the Enghfli Company 
the Rohilla nation was extirpated ” 

The dnft of this letter was eafily fcen through, and at la o’clock 
on the fame night, Gholaum Mahomed was fent off under charge 
of a regiment of cavalry, who n ere ordered t6 cfcort him to T^oor 
Duwarah, a place about twenty miles diftancc from the camp "he 
was then dehvered over to Colonel BaiUie, of the iff native bat- 
talion, who had been advanced to receive him, Ihould this meafure 
be deemed ncccffary that officer earned him on twenty miles far- 
ther, fo that by ten o’clock neltt day he was forty milts diftant from 
his friends The next morning, after fending in a proclamation to 
the Rohdlas, which was declared to be final, offenng pardon, if they 
would fubmit, and notifying the vizir’s intention to beftow ajaghire 
upon the infant fon of the deceafed Nuwaub; but in the event of 
farther rcfiftancc, they muff expeiff to meet with exemplary pu- 
nilhment 

The Bntifh army then moved down to withm a mile of the Ro- 
hilla intrcnchments, and the outpofts of both armies exchanged a 
few fliots, but without any mifchief to either party 

The good effeiffs of this proclamation were foon apparent con- 
vnneed iliat bj the departure of their chief, all hope of his reffora- 
tion was at an end, and that the Engliffi were determined to aiff with 
■vigor, the Rohillas, at length, began to treat with fincenty A 
ccffation of arms took place on the ^thi hut there being fueh a va- 
rict) of elalhing inlercffs to reconcile and to fettle, and arrange the 
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felcdion of the new jaghire, it was not until the 7th inftant the pre- 
liminary articles were hgned^. On the 9th, the treafures of the late 


* Tranflauon of the preliminary engagement berween the Nuwaub Vizir U1 Mu- 
maheh Afof J.ih Afof U 1 Dowla Ychihch Khan Buhadre Huzzubber Jung, the Englifh 
Company, and tlic Rohilla tribe. 

Article I. When this preliminary engagement fliall be executed, hoftihties ihall 
ceafe beoveen the Nu^vaub Vizir U 1 Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre and his allies, and 
the Rohilla army. 

Art. II. The Nuwaub Vizir U 1 Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrees that he has 
pardoned the family of die Nmvaub Fizoolah Khan, dcceafcd, and their adherents, die 
faults which they have committed. 

Art III. The Rohilla army agree that they will give over, in depolit, to the 
Company, whatever may remain of the treafure of Fizoolah Khan, deceafed. — That 
Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of the treafure which was left by 
the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan at his death, to the period that he had charge of it. 
i-From that treafure the fum of 14,000 gold mohurshas been expended 'fince Gholaum 
Mahomed Khan left the Rohilla camp, this being dedu 61 ed, the balance is tha fum . 
demanded. 


Art IV. The Nuwaub Vazir U 1 Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrees, that he 
will beftow on Ahomed Ally Khan, die grandfon of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan,, de- 
ceafed, mohuls m jaghire at the annual Jumma of ten lacks of rupeesj and that the 
town of Rampore fhali be a part of the faid jaghire , and as Ahomed Ally Khan .is a. 
minor, therefore Nuflur UIIi Khan Buhadre, ion of Abdoola Khan, deceafed, diall 
be nominated the guardian .of Ahmed A.IIy Khan, and the^ manager of "the faid jaghire,. 
until Ahomed Ally Khan fliall arrive at the age of twenty one years 


Art. V. When the Rohilla armyfhall have given over the treafure, as is exprefled 
in the third article, the armies of the Nuwaub Viztr UI Mumalick? Afof Jah Buhadre, 


and of the Engldh Company, ftiall march from hence, and the Rohilla army (hall dif- 
perfe, and go wherever they think proper Done at Putta Ghaut m the Englilh camp. 


this 5th Jemmaud Ul Owul, 

The feal of the Nuwaub Vizir 
Ul Mumalick Afof Ul Dowla 
Afof Jah Yehiheh Khan Buhadre 
Huzzubber Jung. 

\ (LS) 


1-209 Hljerah, December. 7-, 

The feal of Mr. Geo. Fre- 
denck Cherry on the part of 
the Englifh Company as gua- 
rantee to the above articles, 

(LS) 


1794 

The feal of.NulTur Uili 
Khan. 

(LS) 
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Fizoolali Khan, amcninting" io three lacks and 80,000 gold mohurs, 
were delivered up to the Bntifh general , and on the following day, 
the armies commenced their march on their return When the army 
arrived at Bereilly, it was announced, in orders, that his highnefs, 
the vizir intended to prefect the troops with a donation of eleven 
lacks of rupees, part of the tieafure which bad been fent mto’the 
Englilh camp, and was delivered over to the vizir j this was immc- 
diately done, by paymg it into the hands of the refident at Lucknow, 
and the remainder the vizir earned to Lucknow 

Thus terminated a revolution, which, though at the firll appear, 
ance exhibited but a flight fpeck m the pohtical honzon of Hm-’ 
doftaun, had, nevenhelefs, by a vanety of circumftances and mei- 
dental caufes during its progrefk, threatened to prove fatal to the 
intcrcfts of Great Britain, or, at leaft, of giving a fevere check to 
their authonty To hazard conjedture on an objedf of fo great 
importance, may furely be deemed cxcufeahlc, and if itfhould fene 
to Ibmulate exertion, and animate the condudl of a wife and well- 
ordered gosemment, to the prefervation and permanency of the va- 
luable pofleflions of Great Bntain m the call, the obfervation will 
not base been made in vain Of the prefent jaghirc, as fettled by 
die late treaty, it yet remains to fpcak ; it is fituated in the fineft 
part of Rohilcund, and the jaghire is bounded on the north by the 
toun of Akbcrbad, on the foudi by Millik, on the call by Roodlcr- 
porc, at the foot of tlic Almora hills, and on die weft b) the tillage 
of Safenj j it is in length about feventy miles, and thirij-fi\ in 
breadth the circumference of the jaghire is 291 mdcs and contains 
about 500 populous tillages the foil, m common with the reft of 
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Rohilcund, is a black rich loam, interfperfed in fome places with 
red eaith; (he moft fruitful parts are the center and fouth-weft 
boundary. The face of the country throughout prefents a delightful 
view of large groves of mangoe trees, agreeably diverfified with 
gentle declivities and afeents alternately. This valuable jaghire is 
watered by fcvcral rivers, behdes fmaller ftreams, which contribute 
to fertilize and embellilh it. Among the principal are the Ram- 
gonga and Coffillah, which have been defenbed in the former part 
of this work. 

The jaghire, though fo highly favoured by nature, has, never- 
thelefs, been much alTiRed by the mduftnous Ipirit of its inhabi- 
tants, aided by the wife and benevolent inftitutions of the late Fit. 
zoolah Khan. 

Throughout his whole territory, that pnnee caufed aquedudts to. 
be made, wbich traverfe the corn fields in all diredlions ; they arc^ 
fufficiently broad and deep. In the eafiern confines, near the Al- 
mora hills, the inhabitants avail themfelves of the numerous ftreams, 
•which .flow from the mouhtams, by making artifiaal. dams , and, 
at the proper feafons, inundate their lands, which is of particular.* 
benefit to the early crops. All thefe advantages give the country the 
appearance of an highly cultivated garden. 


Sugar cane, rice, and tobacco, are produced in the greateft abun- 
dance, and of the befl: quality ; the canes are from eight to ten feet, 
high, and the crops of wheat, barley, and various kinds of gram, 
ate. nothing inferior to the moft cultivated par^s of Hindoftaun ; the. 
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principal manufaflurc of this jaghire is coarfe cotton cloth, which 
IS exported acrofs the Ganges into the Doo Ah, and other parts of 
the vizir’s dominions, as are hkewjfc great quantities of gram, fugar, 
and tobacco 

Rampore, which is the capital both of the former and prefent 
jaghire, is a large town Ctuated on tlie wellem bank of the Cofilla 
river ; it is about four miles m circumference, and furrounded by a 
thick hedge of bamboo, within which arc mud fortifications, to- 
tally incapable of rcfiftance The town is large but the ftreets, as 
common throughout Afia are narrow There is, however, a very 
good bazar, and likewife a mofque, both of them the work of 
Fizoolah Khan, during the life-time of that chief, Rampore was 
fuppofed to contain ioo,ocx3 inhabitants j but Cnee the late revolu- 
tion, great numbers of the RohiUas, in confcquencc of the reduced 
cAablilhment, have quitted the place, and retired with their famihes 
m quell of a maintenance 

The piefcnt jaghire is properly divided into two parts, Rampore, 
called alfo Mullafabad, and Shah-Abad, The late treaty fixed the 
valuation of the leienues at lo lacks and 70,000 rupees per annum ; 
but the above eftimate was made from a comparative llatemcnt of 
the Jumma, or general colleibon of twenty-two lacks There is 
reafon to fuppofe that the part now occupied by the Rohillas, is ca- 
pable of j iclding a much larger fum; and if the indullnous fpint 
of Its inhabitants obtains permanency, it will continue to mcrcafe in 
vailut anmiallj • 

• During a furvey which was nude by Captain Jjuncs Mouatt, of the Bengal engl- 
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As a concluiivc icmaik, it may be obferved, that in whatever di- 
rcdtion wc travcrfc the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan, the 
fame induilry and attention to cultivation is exhibited ; and every 
generous mind will doubtlefs join in a cordial wifli, that no ambi- 
tious or ferocious chief will again diilurb its internal peace and tran- 
quillity. 

neers, by order of government, in the years 1795-6, to afeertam tlic boundaries of 
the jaghirc, the author, wlio accompanied that gentleman, had an opportunity of a 
pcrfonal infpciflion of ever}' part of it, and from his inquiries and converfations with 
many intelligent natives, he has been enabled to prefent the above documents. 
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Ti anjlation of a Letter from the Prince Mirza fuwaun Bukht 
fehaundar Shahj cldefi Son of Shah-Aulum, to his Majejly 
George III, King of Gieat Britain, mentioned in Page 

EXORDIUM — INVOCATION TO THE DEITY. 

“ O THOU whofe praife is the firft objedl of the light and 
“ fplendour of dignified nature, with the celebration of which the 
“ thoughts and actions of the mofi: exalted monarchs ought ever to 
“ commence; the dazzling brightnefs of whofe purity emanates like 
“ die fun over the face of the whole creation, and the myfterious ^ 
power of whofe mighty arm is univerfally difplayed from the 
lowed earth to the highefl: heavens. Counfel and afiid in thy 
meicy, thy chofen prophet, Mahomed, whom thou haft appomted 
“ the meflenger of thy truth to the children of men, and ftrengthen 
“ and confirm his righteous defeendants, and followers aUd compa- 
“ nions, who are the foundation of the right way! 

“ To the moft lUuftrious prince, adorning the univeffe, in dig- 

♦ All the letters from prmces and great men throughout Alia are introduced with a 
limilar exordium For the Iniha or formula, the reader may confult the Aycen 
Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, or Dr. Balfour’s ingcmous tranflation of the Infha Hcr- 
kerun. 


112 
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“ nity like Feridoofi^y the monarch diftributing juJftice over the world, 
“ chedllier of friends, and dreadful avenger of enemies, whofe 
“ tin one is refplendent as that of Alexander, and magnificent as 
“ Gej}}JJjid\j of afpedl brilliant as the fun, and of aufpicious fortune, 
the mofi; exalted King of England, great as Darius J, wife, mag- 
nanimous, lord of royal infigma, \vho colledts tribute from mighty 
kingdoms, be it known and underjlood; Prior to this addrefs, your 
“ fuppliant has in the mofi: explicit manner reprefented to the throne 
“ the afylum of the univerfe, that the difirurbances which have arifen 
“ within the empire of Hindoflaun, the dilTenfions among the no- 
“ bility and Omrahs of high renown, the rebellious defigns of the 
“ wicked, plots, treafons and confpiracies of difobedient fnbjedls, 
** have been related to you by order of the imperial prefence our le- 
‘ ‘ nowned fovereign and venerable parent, (the Khakan § of the 
“ world, the bright taper of devotion of the great lord of the con- 
‘‘ junction (Sahib Keraun ||), and refplendent toich of the family of 
** (Goorgaun the Nuwaub of exalted dignity, Mr. Hafi:ings, 
“ Behauder, governor-general, that he might come to the aid and 
“ afliftance of the royal family. 

} 

“ In this expedlation for a period of four years we (the prince) 

* A king of Perfia famous for his jufticc. 

t A king of Perfia who is related to have built the palace of Perfepohs. 

Darius the fon of Hyftafpes or Kifht-Alp 

§ Kliakan, a Scythian or Mogul title, according to hiftorians firfi: adopted by the 
great Timoor on his conquefl: of Tartary, and fubfequently afihmed by all his poftenty 
who fat on the throne of Hmdoftaun. 

II Salub Keraun. From an aufpicious combination of the planets at the time of his 
nativity, or according to others, on .Ins acceffion to the regal dignity. 

Goorgaun — the family from whom Timoor was defeended. 
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have refidcd with our friends the Englifh, and our brother dear 
as life the vizir of the empire, and during that period we have 
“ not failed to folicit from the counfcllors of the Eaft-India Com- 
“ pany the reftoration of our imperial authority, and the re-eftablifli- 
“ ment of our paternal dominions. 

During this interval, from the relaxed ftate of the government, 
“ and, in confequcnce of the arrival of the deceitful Maihattas, and of 
“ Sindiah (who is chief of the feditious) thofe difturbances and rebel- 
lions increafing in tenfold propoition have augmented the diftrefs 
** of our auguft parent j and notwithftanding the wholefome advice 
‘ ‘ and falutaiy council given from the throne to the aforefaid chief to 
“ conciliate the attachment of the ancient nobility, and extend piotec^ 
“ tion to the diftrefled peafantry (a condudl which, under divine fa- 
“ vour, gives fecurity and permanency to empire) that ungrateful 
“ chief, regardlefs of the royal will, has eftabliflied himfelf in con- 
“ tinned and unvaried oppofition, until, having by his improper con- 
“ du<fl exafperated the Rajahs and princes of our empire,- and particu— 
larly the moR illuRrious prince of Jynaghiir, the pillar of fidelity, 

“ Maharajali Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Joudpoie, both of 
‘ ‘ whom are allied by blood to the royal family . Thofe warli ke chiefs , 

“ uniting to punifh the fource of oppreffion* gave him battle, and de- 
“ feated him, fo that, deprived of his office of Ameer A 1 Omrah, or 
“ chief of nobles, he fell at once from the fummit of imperial favour,, 

i 

‘ and "was precipitated into the abyfs of annihilation and contempt.. 

( 

Amidft thefe viciffitudes of fortune, the machinations of there-- 
“ bellious increafed to an extent almoft immeafurable. 


I 
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“ On ono fidci Gholaum Caudir Khan (fon of the detefted Afghauri 
“ Zabita Khan, whofc whole life was cmployid in confpiring agamft 
“ the fafety of the ftate) has eredlcd the llahdard of rebellion His 
“ example cncouragmg others, the dilhirbances became fo formi-' 
“ dable as to penetrate even to the threlhold of the impenal pakce, 
“ fo that our auguft parent was ncceffitatcd to adopt the moft ftre- 
“ nuous efforts to extinguifh this dePru&ve fire , i 

“ For this purpofe, he difpatched repeated and uigcilt commands 
‘ to this your fuppliant, as hkcwile to the go\ cmor-general of high 
“ dignity (Earl Cornwallis) as to our dear brother the vizir of fhc 
“ empire, to come to the afWlancc of the imperial courti 

► 

“ But It appearing that on the arrival of the imperial demand, 
“ neitlicr the governor-general or the vizir of the empire had re- 
‘ ceived your majelly’s commands to thai effedl, they 11610 of 
‘ confequcncc conftrained to withhold the alftflance required 

“ We, therefore, girding the loins of circumfpcSion with the belt 
‘ of rcfolution, and calling our eyes towards future events, and the 
‘ mercies of divine providence in this llormj ocean of our di/lrefs, 
“ rely on your majefly for the rclloration of our authority; and if 
‘ yOur majefl) , who adorns the throne of the univcrfe, -mil gracioufij 
‘ condcfccndto iffuej our high commands to the gov cmor-general to 
‘ cFcdl the rcflontion of the rojal authoritj m thefe hingdoms, 

* punifli our rebellious fubjcdls, and rc-cflablidi the niiguft lioufe of 
‘ T imoor, fuch condudl will be pcrfcdll) confiflcnt with thedidlates 
“ of gcncrofitj and theufigcsof fovercign princes; and finally, the 
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* 

*' icfultofthis kind intci-pofitionbycflablifliingthcicpofcof thepco- 
pic of God, and affording peace and plenty to adi/liadcd empire, 

** will render your Mnjcfly^’s name rewowmed among the princes of 
** the earth, 

** As our honoured parent, his imperial majclly, bound bj-^ every 
** tic of gratitude, regards your majc/1)^ as a brother dearer than life, 
fo this your fuppliant hopes to be honoured by the endearing appel- 
“ latioh of your ncphcw^ 

** For the rcfl, may die fun of your majefly*s grandeur and pio- " 
fperity be perpetually rcfplcndcnt in the fpherc of glory and aufpx-^ 

** cions fortune.” 


The above letter was written at tlie commencement of the year 1787, previous to tlie ' 
prince’s departure from Lucknow to Delhi tlie laft omc, though the author has not 
been able to learn from the mofl; diligent inquiry whether it was ever font to England, 
but as the fubjedl-mattcr of it contains a faitliful pi6lure of the wretched ftate of the 
royal family at that period, he has deemed it worthy of infcrtion. 




'To Major Oufely, whofe acquifitions in eaflern literature have already 
fo much benefited the Public, the author begs leave to offer his hearty 
thanks for the ufe of the elegant Perfian type of the above letter, with- 
out which aflifiance he fhould have fuftained much inconvenience. 


K K 
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Elegy wnifett by SHAH-AULUM afier the 
Lqfs of bis Sight 
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Fnt Tuwjlation, in Verfc, of an Elegy cowpofcd by Shah^Aulum 
after the lofs of his Sight, as quoted in chapter i oth, page 1 8 o. 
* 

’ WHERE with bright pomp the ftately domes arife. 

In yon dark tower an aged monarch lies, 

Forlorn, dcjedlcd, blind, replete with woes, 

In tears his venerable afpedt fliews ; 

As through the lonely courts I bent my way. 

Sounds ftruck my ear, which faid, or feem’d to fay, 

“ Lo, the dire tempeft gathering from afar, 

In dreadful clouds has dimmed the imperial Ear; 

“ Has to the winds, and broad expanfe of heayen, 

“ My ftate, my royalty, and kingdom given i 
“ Time was, O King, when clothed m power fupreme, 

Thy voice was heard, and nations haiPd the theme j 
Now fad reverfe, for foidid luft of gold, 

“ By traitorous wiles, thy throne and empire fold. 


* I have thought the firft liJt lines, which arc merely Introdudlory, arid cannot be 
accounted any part of the original, to be better balculated to give fatisfaaion to the 
reader, than an abrupt commencement of the elegy, as in the king’s own words. 


K K 
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“ See yon fierce Afghan* with intemperate haftc, 

“ Gleams like a meteor through the palace wafie, 

“ Frowmng, terrific, threatens with a gra\ c 
“ Thy progeny, O Timoor, good and bnvcj 
" Yet, not the treatment from th’ inhuman foe, 

“ Not aU my kmgly ftatc in duft laid low, 

“ Can to this breaft fuch torturing pain impart, 

“ As docs, O Nazir'f’, thy detefted art j 
" But tho’ too late, the day of reckoning come, 

“ The tyrant whom thou fcrv’dft has feal'd thy doom, 
“ Has hurled thee, rebel, headlong from the height 
“ Of power abufed, and done thy fovcrcign right ' 

'• Chafte partneis of my bed, and joys fpicnc, 

Once my delight, but now how changed the feene 1 
“ Condemned with me in plamtive fliains to moiun, 

“ The fcanty pittance- from our ofispnng tom 1 
“ The viper, whom with foftcnng cared nurfi:, 

'* Deep m my bofora plants his fting accurfl: 

“ Riots in blood, and hecdlefs of his wofd^ 

‘ Pants for the rum of his fovereign lord 
“ Nobles ingratej, upheld by power and pride, 

‘ To whom our favours never were denied j * 

“ Sec to what mifeiy and dire diigyacc, 

“ Your perfidy accurfed, has brought a royal race - 


• Gbotaum Caudir Khm 

t Monfoor AU KJun, fupennlcndant of the hoofcholiL 
} The Mogul nohUity trho abandoned the king on- the approach of the rebels. 
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“ Bright northern Par from CabuPs realms advance, 

“ Imperial Timoor"^ poize the- avenging lance. 

On thefe vile traitors quick deftrudtion pour, 

“ Redrefs my wrongs, and kingly rights reflorci 
Thee too, O Smdiah, illuPrious chief! 

“ Who once didP promife to afford relief; 

“ Thee I invoke, exert thy generous aid. 

And o’er their heads high wave the avenging blade. 

“ And ye, O faithful pillars of my ffate. 

By fnendfliip bound, and by my power elate, 

Hafiren, O Afuf*!*, and ye Englifh chiefs;^, 

“ Nor bluffi to footh an injured monarch’s griefs ; 

“ But Pay my foul, imworthy rage difown, 

** Learn to fuPain the lofs of light and throne; ' ^ 

“ Learn that impend pride, and Par-clad power, 

“ Are but. the Meeting pageants of jm'hour ; 

In the true crucible of dire diPrefs, 

Purged of alloy, thy forrows foon Piall ceafe ; 

What ! though the fun of empire and command, 

“ Shorn of its^'beams, enlightens not the land ; 

* Timoor Shah, king of Cabul, on his father, the Abdallee’s, laft vifit to Delhi, 
was married to a princefs of the royal family, which gives his fon, Zimaun Shah, a 
claim to the throne of Hmdoftaun. 

t Afuf A1 Dowla, vizir of the empire. 

It IS much to be lamented, that the Hate of politics at Calcutta could not, at 
that tune, admit of government interfering on the occafion — for fuch was the influence 
of tlie Bntifh name, that had the detachment ftationed at Anoplhire, only marched 
out of their cantonments, tlie brutal tyrant would have defifted, and the king’s misfor- 
tunes been averted- 
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“ Some happier day, a providcnhal care 
“ Again may renovate die falling ftarj 
“ Again, O king, raifcup thy illuftnous race, 

“ Cheer thy lad mind, and dole thy days m peace* ” 

* It may not be anuis to remark, that femal MS copies of the above having' 

been circulated throughout Irtdia various readh^ ihay have occurred. The one hero 
prefented, was obtained by the author at Delhi, and therefore ^iptared to blip 
the moft antbcntic , but he think* hlmfidf bound to acknmda^ he ha* rod a poetic ■“ 
verfion of the lame degy, ■which appeared In the Eurepean Magaine for May 1 797 
&Id to be wntten by Captam Syroc* froin wbofc rdcarchc* Into the hifb^ and anh-^ 
qmoes of the interdUng kingdom of Av'a, the phbllc may exp^ lo 'd^ve much 
and inlbrufiivc infonnattoo. 




